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The vast and important changes which hav^ 
taken place, and the i^w direction given by 
them to the political and social existence of 
Europe during the last forty years, will occupy 
the pen of future historians, and afford matter 
of deep interest to future philosophers. 

The attempt made in the following Pages 
by a contemporary, to give an idea of the 
general colouring of Social Life in England and 
France during this period, is the sequel of a 
volume published nearly three years ago, under 
the title of <* A Comparative View of the Social 
" Life of England and France, from the Re- 
" storation of Charles the Second to the 
" French Revolution.'* 

On a nearer approach to our own times 
the same SttlgectaiigKt become more attractive, 
as the facts are more familiar, and the associ- 
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ations they suggest are more immediately in- 
teresting. But on the other hand it must be 
owned, that an endeavour to avoid suspected 
partialities, a fear of offending feelings, or of 
producing impatience by details of too recent, 
pr too familiar circumstances, create difficulties 
in the execution of this attempt, which the 

-Author can hardly hopB. to have entirely sur- 

,i5jom?it!?d , 1 ^ ;. . r ' 
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SOCIAL LIFE 

IN 

ENGLAND AND FRANCE. 



CHAPTER I. 

STATE OF SOCIETY IN ENGLAND AT THE PERIOD OF 
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. — » CHARACTER OF LUCIA, 
HER POLITICAL INFLUENCE. — THE PRINCE OF WALES, 

HIS BRILLIANT YOUTH AND EFFECT IN SOCIETY. 

HORACE WALPOLE HAD MADE LITERARY AMUSE- 
MENTS FASHIONABLE. — CONSEgUENCES OF TH^ IM- 
POSSIBILITY OF FOREIGN TRAVEL, FROM THE CON- 
VULSED STATE OF EUROPE, ON THE YOUTH OF 

ENGLAND. FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES OF ENGLAND. 

THE INCOME TAX. INCREASE OF PRICES, AND 

DEPRECIATION OF MONEY. — THEIR EFFECTS ON 
SOCIETY IN GENERAL. 

Before the rapid and alarming progress of the 
French revolution had swept away every minor 
interest in its vast career, the rivalry of Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Fox, on several important questions of 
internal policy, had roused a party spirit in 
England, and produced political divisions in 
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society, which/had! slunkberedtsizfee t^iedays'of 
Queen Anne. The social world of London was 
Bplit into two partiesi who, to avoid unpleasant 
collisions, seldom met but in great assemblies; 
where those who had violently attacked each 
other in the House of Commons half an hour 
before, could pass their adversaries with only a 
civil bow. The houses then were few, where, 
£Ks in our calmer or more calculating times, all 
parties could unite in the pursuit of amusement 
In recording particulars of the social life of 
England about this period, a female character, 
whom the reader must receive under the name 
of Lucia, cannot be omitted, — placed as she 
Timsji by acclamation, on the throne of fashion, 
possessed of so many qualities which designated 
her fbr such a sovereignty, and so many which 
raised her superior to iL 

'^Lucia appeared in the world before she was 
seventeen^in a situation pre-eminent in rank^ in 
fi>rtune, and in consequence* Nature had ad- 
mirably assimilated < her. person and features to 
her liiind and character.. With the bloom of 
Hebe, aad^ti)eiair'Q£ £uph09dyne>vshe united.to 



tthe Jwiidi (^iritsf^f } ^jnouth; ■ alHtl » innooeAoe a heart 
^)(iieiifl(gh¥in^mtbie\^ryari]^o«akslafreotioii» amu^d 
capable of: >reva:'y>tcuitivaJioii^i;^ndv iaa tird^ 
ikinlitatioaafeT^ry excellence. r^r^ )i> IL :> 
i jThius/aibrDed, aiid thilsehda^ed^slid^dawj^ 
on Bocietj^ at'the mx)intot>'i?fheb (m ive bd^ 
be&nre dbsei'ved) the^ national prosperity of cEll^ 
land /had a marked effect on ^ the iSdcial ^habijte/ 10!^ 
society^ : Evecy eye followed her, every fejeait 
faeairi aft) .her i approach ^ * iselfishnessi ^forgot It&dl^ 
in her presence,. and avarice becaine liberal while 
4tiider;hiBr hifluehce ; her every wish wits e^liiOl- 
pated, .and her wifihes were those of benevolartqia 
and intellig^oce* Thufi* surrounded >by ,ft fl^ti^jv 
.ing worlds ik> wonder i its ailu8ion&> somfetimw 
bacoe^ed in; jcarrying her bei^volencfe imy^m^ 
theiiinriteaf ^prudence, :and sometii^ rdfcceii^ 
ing her intelligence in the choice of "her assbdd^^: 
lout they remained inefficient When attacbingTher 
una34eEable lovie of .truth —^ her . admirafcw^/ of 
genius i-^ her jflrotection of talents— ^andhwrap* 
l^reciationi of eifeoffythiiigtlmltwa^ really goddand 
great ifai hcartag^e^ Ih her fcounifey,' and .'in rbuaaati 
*il^teji^ Her*ihabi*i^iiA)cJietynccBilsiited .«^ all 
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thds(6' distinguislied for wit, fb^ it^lents^ for inteti 
l^cft, and foir situation. Her suppers were Tblameli 
onlj^^liy those who Were hot admitted to theim -f- 
Sy tftose'Whb knew not that her good tiaste, as 
^^ii^^^llef pknciples, permitted no uiibecoriiin^ 
fevity^ oh' any subject^ for the improper di^ussion 
orwhich rieilher wit liorVank were deemed an ex- 
diisfe ; and tliiat the tone of her society was as per- 
fectly proper, as if it had consisted of the dulles 
individuals who took upon them to censure Her. 
'A young and brilliant Prince now animated 
ko(iiety by his popular mariners, liis love' or 
pifeasure, and his taste for magnificence. En- 
dowed by nature with every personal advantage, 
ahd possessed, in an eminent degree, of all the 
charms, as well as all the advantages, of youth, 
&n edticati^ri ill siiited to'Ais situation and pro- 
spects, and whose restri6tibhs were eihforced too 
Iririg,' '^lifficieTitly apologised for airi immoderate 
ptiMiil: bf pleasiire ' 6ri his ^ ifir^t emancipation. 
Hft ^feheroiiS^ehtiitoeiife, his social qualities, the 
^Mh^'6f*'kis priv&ite friendshm^^^ and the libe- 
rality' 6i hi^ i^olitical' bjiihions,* conciliated att 
voices ih ms praise, and excited all hopes m the 



the expectations of his country, and iu3tified the 
opinions of his early friends, it is for the pen of 
Histpr}'' to record. To our work belongs only tQ 
recall his brilliant youth — the eclat of his fetes, 
— the popularity of his characrer^ and its effects 
on the, society in which he lived. Jj^any ,circ^n^- 
stances associated him with Lucia,:. the sanie 
love of g^i^ty aiid dissipation ^ — the sanjej;9$te 
for magnificence — the same political Sj^nljimepts 
and friendships. Tlieir intipiacy wai^ an hoijpur 
to both. He treated her, on the footing, of a 
belpved and trusted sister, assuming no di^t^np- 
tion^ but those acquired by his aijtiiabUitv,^ jp!.oj 
exercisixig any exemption from th^ general tpne 
of her society. , . i. . ^ ^, ; . 

The court of the Heirr Apparent W£^s nolens 
soQis^y than politically in . opposition to. tte 
ministry of the day. , The ^ g;£ty, the lively, ,,t^ 
fashionable^ were margfh^jlled ,pn the one: ^p* 

pf opposition. The mistakes, the peculiarities, 
and the ridicules, of the ininistry and their adh^ 
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f eiiia — t!he amiisements and society bf thef iSia 
courf^'were coinmenteci on in vi^hes, thte 'ad^' 
niirabie wit' and classical allusioris of iv&icif 
might well liave adorned more permanentljrinr' 
teresting subjects. Horace Walpofe had ^6iii^ 
yea^s before intrdduced literary pursmts into the 
best company, and Had led the way in familiatfi' 
ising and making fashionable a taste for the Knfe* 
Arts, which had almost ceased to exist during 
tlie reign of the two first Georges. Mr. Wali 
pole's writings exhibited, for the first time, the' 
lively language and views of a man of the world 
apjplied to dry subjects. He succeeded in m^ 
spiring a curiosity about artists, as well as abotit 
their works, and in interesting the vanity of ids 
own caste in the literary merits of their ances^ 
tors. ^* The Castle of Otranto,'" and « The Mys- 
teiious Mother,'* which a celebrated English 
genius* hds called " the first of our romances,- and 
the' last of oiir tragedies," proved that antiquariian 
research, and historical disquisitions, were com- . 
patible with the liveliest ima^nation i— with* ia 
conversation as singularly brilliant as it was 
original — and with epistolary talents wMcK hk'W 

* Lord Byron. 



8|^9wn our lapgu^ge capable of all the grace and 
aUthj^i. charms of the French of Madame de 
Sevp^e.rT- But ttie pen of the author is arrested 
bj?;ajfe{u:^,tiiat suspected partiality should destroy 
QQ^fi^enci^ iflt thia cursory, mention of the cha- 
i:^^^^n4of the accomplishments of a friend, so 
iirtiroatdy known, so highly valued, and so deeply 
r^^tted. 

.. The m£^ificent f^tes of the Prince, of which 
I^U^ia was sometimes the object, always the 
cJbief ornament, > — the splendid diversions in 
which she was often the leader, were in fact all 
equally tmnecessary to interest and amuse her 
unsophisticated mind. Those who saw her in 
the x:alm of the country, surrounded by her 
adoring children, and occupied with the various 
resoarces'of her cultivated taste, — ? who witnessed 
the es^ression of all the warm and noble affec- 
tions of her heart, — they best knew how to 
appreciate the real value of a character, which, 
unlike most others, was mistaken only by those 
who were determined to resist being captivated 
by it That such a being paid the debt of su^ 
feripg, too surely exacted from human nature, 
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12006 iean doid)l»^ That^ sheinms Tettioved i&tai 

itfaese sufferings i hefocej . ragie : hadj lattai^d: her 

ifedio^f ; or weakened' .the feelingsc i^hieh ^e idr 

rfpired-~ those who Ihbught ;the most highly lof 

hen perhapa» the. least if egrettedjialthoughcito 

them her loss has remained .iiwparaUe^tfJjcir 

plac»:U)afilled^Jier charnis uiwrivaitedi/heiir^remera- 

teance indelible, // :•■ 

yjiThe iamily, to which Lucia belonged. bjsirig 

one of those considered as at the. head oi* the 

/Whig interest^ the. situation -ia which. she: was 

|>laced, seconded by the charms ofjheridaia'SMAer 

and person^ gave her a .party influeiice.' naively 

before exercised by any ^woman in. Eoglaittd. 

\Amx enthusiast in the character of MnJFox, sfee 

rwiaa attached to his pplitical priiiciples by reason 

* <and by habit j and to his individual .diaracter, 

Jby a taste for aU his accompfishoiente, ondrm 

i«idulgenQe= for all hi&^ri?ors.i).j : » . . , u ,,1 

: r ! The . success of Bn p<^lar ele^^ipn, , against 

; the utmost efRwt^ ; ;q€. a. [ministry,* in a^vmoinent 

of great party violence, iMr^Fo;^ owed entirely 

'!.to. the pi^larityiii a^dtQ ttte MresigjtiWe attrac- 

tkmiBiQf tUf^ian r^Thii :trii«oph:wai^ ai^ithfempiaeat 

great — was decisive* — was intoxicating — was 



(ndustt Snovotker woinail^> had ^befav^^efieete^ on no 
lgJ^ab%M^^Tei)3sa^th^m baited 

4]y dite fbii^ pajctyj ^as a ptoat' of the^>p0W8m^ bf 
flieF f f icftfitrarctet atid^ of. • her ifascmatioft ) > / aoiid 
(blaiio^d fb;^ thd x^hcTy^^^^ imprc^^ and indd- 
Tlidate>kbusef^f»boihiu. ^ v* ,. v\% 

inJg(Btter ireds^iB may surely be^^eny thati>ahy 
that were then alleged on eith^ side^ agaiii^ 
^i^i^h wom^n ^seeking poli^ical^ intterlet^nce 
^ (fetioetibn^'i tWJi^ Lucia, with ail her ?poW(^spS 
aanderflhertoeans exerted to the wtmost; drily 
isiltMeeded 'in carrying one election forthd 
vHoosexrf €ttmmGns ; poor must be the, ainM- 
.IbiRMiJof that vmtoBBj who, consciom of sup€hidr 
safaiUtiei, ^T^uld mUtngly risk' their ^iitettix^m ^^M 
ttismi defeat^: mthj no hope o( more important 
tCdnseqiireni^l V Let die political influence of 
owoioi^n.in; Efiglarid be exerted in the mudh 
more dignified and Hidre efficient line <rf o^- 
ifirm^g^ atM '^encourj^glng^^^ their hnsband^^and 
^teoth^^si in ey^iy^ independent sentiment, Utid 
^stiHingi into 4*ieiri ichilAren evejy 1^ 
-imitoothingj and ^litfeiiating the! ^ «^p$ritlfes«^f 
tpai*5infeelin|g j^- kii!M«a«ching5 Wei^^^the^^ intereirts 
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o£iiiom w&oseitime.is devoted to the ipii^e^taof 
tfeeif: country ; in being their faithful fri^njcU, and. 
iftCQwruptihle counsellors, — fitting .themselves, 
biypthe cultivation of their minds,, and, by all the 
.gliiaoBs and, all the. accomplishments of theijr^e^, 
to,; aid, adorn, and give effec* to any aitiiat)opL 
\HbiQl)i,i their immediate qonnection^ may, be 
Q9fUed tQ fill. •^ Hw tibi erunt aif1^^^\^ . J^et the 
pe$t bkQ 1^ to.tho^ whpse minds are incapable 
idr appreciating the real importance and apprcv 
f^ate distiwtion of their sex — who s^e satisfied 
with hearing themselves speak on subjects which 
their ignorance prevents them from being aware 
hpw little they understand -7- and who, like the 
fiy on the wheel, believe they are aiding exertions, 
which their insignificance (unlike tlie fly) does 
not always prevent them from impeding. 

., Among the many evils arising to. England 
from the disastrous state in which the French 
revolution had placed Europe, must be reckoned 
its influence on the character of our youth, by 
4el|arring them from all power of seeing various 
qoodes of social life, or living in any society but 
jt^t of their own. country. . \ , , ; , 
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ik^'tI^^il^khfe;HMF a neglected edHcsttion, rim^fc 
stix^^yb^ considered as^j^articularly heb^Ssary t« 
flle^ '(i?e\/^opitttaeilt' 6f mind, i^ the itihabifatnts- 
of dfibiMknd:' It iS'thei mo^e Jto, perhaps^ tothw*' 
6f^Qr6kt' Britain, from a certain reserve aniduw- 
cblnitoiiiicativeness of characterj partly profe^fti 
in^ft6m peculiarities dfoi^^kalionbeyorid oar 
kefnydntf partly from a high appreciation cft the 
pbiaScal^ advantages to which they aire" bonu' So 
ktbti^f are these impressed on every mind 
^li^d into activity by cultivation, that it has 
beeii justly remarked, few Englishrtien can bete 
feif^ iminterrupted existence of many years in 
thdr' own country, without acquiring a certain 
itisi' of -prqudices, esseiitialiy detrimental to 
general superiority of character. 
'^iJittle good could be effected by sending our 
young men, when they Idl their schools arid 
fcdlleges, to a country occupied^ or a'nVetrc^lis 
defended, by a British army ; where they lived std 
they did lit home,' but inf wo^ri^e and mrtre idle 
totiiety; encduragiiag each other in false ideas^ 
which they had no meatfs to corrfect,- 'and in bad 
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habits, which they had no opportunity to im- 
prove. Many of the tnost distinguished young 
men of that day bore the marks of an irrepar- 
able deficiency in their education. Those pf 
lively p^rts, of highly cultivatfed minds, of much 
ambition, and a strong desire of distinction, had a 
certain lounging careless ease about their man- 

: :, r ; •• . . .;.■"•.'■'..■: :;-. >'j f.' 

ners, which proved that they satisfied their own 
ideas of what those manners should be, when in 
fact they had no manners at all ; —a professed 
indulgence in every gratification ; rr- a study .pf 
little personal comforts, which more varied habifc^ 
of life would have made them find unnecessary, 
and a more general acquaintance with the world 
ungraceful ; — a total absence of that appearance 
of interest in the pleasures and conveniences of 
others, which can alone interest others in theirs : 
— a neglect of all general courtesy to yiromen, 'of 
all those little friendly acts of protection, so. be- 
coming in the one sex, and so captivating to the 
other — attentions which the most manly and 
superior characters will always Tbie founfl tne 
first to belstoW. Had our yoiing men seen niore 
of the world, however trifling^ or however per- 
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verse it mignt haye appeared to them, they 
^oula nave been ashaiped of what might be 
callted t^he homeliness of their tnanners ; their 
ideas of an accomplished gentleman would have 
fceen more just, and their attempts at the c^a- 
racter more successful. The sneers, which they 
were apt to bestow liberally on the little pecu- 
liaritiesand mistakes of others, would then not 
have been due to themselves from the more 
enlarged minds and better manners which theirs 
offended. Nor were these manners confined to 
me young men of high rank, or heirs to great 
estates, whom we may suppose to have been con- 
nrmed in their ignorance and neglect of others 
by the attentions of the women who wished to 
marry them, or by the flattery of the men who 
hoped to live on them. Even those whose suc- 
cess in life depended on pleasing, and whose 
birth and situation, in any other country, would 
have taught them the . necessity of it — those 
w'hosq talents and whose )yit was to be their only 

01.;. . .; • 1. • . . -^ 

passport to the society they ri^ought, professed 
the same super-eminent love of indulgence, and 
the same necessity of personal comforts and 
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f^ratificadobs^i i Their j conversation , suad >- social 
powers i partook of all the evils attending t the 
jemitracted Bphere of < their ideas and' observatidn. 
A ludicroiisiiiniage-of some faaidliar' object,5'or 
the iridicule pf some little national tpeiculiaarit}^ 
was ; 2dl they^ attempted. . luickiLy^ their talents 
and their taste,' such as they were, suited for the 
most part those of their audience; which (as 
Ghampfort. has justly observed) forms the sac^ 
cess of half the books and of half the ch«ra;cters 
ip the world. Their own ignoraftce happily set- 
cured them frottm being aware? of thei light ii> 
which they were considered by those* whose ^^ 
racter and manners had not suffered undier the 
same disadvantages as their own. 

The causes which are here enumerated; tts 
having been estenttaUy disadvamtagtoasitoi'thfe 
young and the i^le, .1vrei?e acting in^amaDpposi*e 
8^se; <m our military ; populitiditi,* r ahd i i<m '. :»H 
those actively employed in the^ public «eivicew 
Qur navy ]wt .only: atiquiredb new d&rae by thiir 
unexampled exploits, but itsi leaders, :attd indeed 
the whole QQi^ps of its;conimfliDdiiig officers^ were 
(¥{tenoCalied:upoiu fiiom-.the?iiafeure/of thelf «B^ 
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aabd ;id€ieidre& steps, an i^) vdjriety; of :(oceasioaa, 
which jOQuldi ©either. ;be foreseen iii their orders^ 
uox^i^Qinded fw, \hyi their gc«reirnment.i » Im tlike 
xx)Uiirse of their long warfare in alLquarterbof thfe 
globd tiiey were ofben obliged to actios ombafli. 
sftdors in^foreign courts -—to protect, in their 
tnilitiailji 7 capacity, the persons of princes-^ to 
a^present- tibeir sovereign, on many occasions of 
cmiemo^'^idxid to meet andtreat with.statesmeH 
^rdeQediin itbe ways of the world; thusi opt. 
posiBgilthe frank and downright character of a 
JBritishrseaniian to all the arts of courts, ^and bSSl 
ih^ tidGh» of diplcMnacy. 

From this severe but efficient school aro^ 
4^^t^t8rsi:aus refined in their manners, as acoom- 
plish«d m thrir: JDoinda^as genendly well-informed 
rf<th|^<great iint»peste ^of Europe, as they were 
itorii^kd) in the kikOfwijedge and conduct of tbeit 
iirdi^us pnixfession. The political subterfages 
Q^fitiieit' enemies, often fell' as harmless on their 
Ailil^hisibicated understandings, a^ the billows of 
^^^pean bn thefdaoks of their ijhips. Thus a 
Mait}dild,ti>when )the!>gveatl culprit 'of>EurO|>e. 
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most unexpectedly BOi^t liis p(n>tectian, received 
Inm with every respect due to his genius and to 
bss' misfortunes, but with such a clear and frank 
declaration of the terms on which that reception 
could alone take place, as defied afU the arts of 
preyarication and finesse to mistake. FVom this 
school, too, arose a Collingwbod, who, in spite of 
age, of impaired health, and of ibnd attachment 
to domestic life, pertinadously kept the sea for 
more than three uninterrupted years after the 
death of the immortal Nelson, and maintaitied 
the sovereignty of the Mediterranean for his 
country. His Life and Letters have since proved 
that his understanding was not less acute atid in- 
tdl^ent, nor his political views less sOund, than 
his arm had been efficient in every combat itL 
which? he was engaged. A crowd of other hames* 
attached to brilliant achievements here force 
themsdves oh the remembrance. The author 
has selected these two only, as having been 
accidentally thrown into remarkable situations, 
the difficulties of which did not naturilly arise 
from their profession, and consequently for which 
they nright have been isupposfed ill-p!rfepared. 
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Itin^ J^^j iCo,i;i^ej:ed ds a re§K)arce/for . jbhe^i^ wbo t 

oj|r. li^ J ajQj idle occupation for , tlmi idly 4ii&po$ed 
ig. |lJie^J[)j€^nnii:>g, of .their career, to b^e^ aj^itii^.. 

d^oji^4t?^j^^l^.'^r.y^^^ ^9* 3.^ a p^manait pr^ 
f^sg|(^^J;Q be pursued at the peril of li&, and the 
s^crrifice of ^ease and personal indulgence. The 
IpjQg duration of the Revolutionary war with 
i^^lpej, .|Jie cpntinental nations having fallen 
s\jcce^^vely under ha: dmnimonj' the threats 
of i^yasion} the absolute necessity of calling 
forth all the powers of the country in its own 
defence; and, above all, the great military 
cl^^racter^ wliich at last arose in its ranks, in- 
fi}S|^d,..a new. spirit into our youth, and opened 
vjsi(^ns of glory and distinction to their view. 
Their opposition in arms with other nations, 
n^Qreh^-bitually military than themselves j their 
long W2M&re in the Peninsula, which was for 
so^^,. tipxe more distylnguished for idbstinate 
v^pjpj: , than^ ; fpr cqn^quest } prepared them for 
the bri^^p;^.j:;^eer:Qr^b^^^ tedi • 

c 
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them from repeated victories iao the memor^le 
combat which sealed for ever their reputa- 
tion, his own glory^ and the indepandence.^ 
Europe. 

Jn the progress pf all these combined cir- 
cumstanceSy the military profession in England 
assumed a new character. An appropriate edur 
cation and studies were found necessary to dis- 
tinction in it. The severe service4n?jvhich gvery 
corps of the army had partaken, in wjiich the 
(auardss, previoudy quartered, for the most part, 
in the metropolis;, h^d pa^cularly distinguished 
themselves both by discipline and by valour, 
proved the lif^ of a soldier to be no longer a 
retreat for the idle, but a profession to be actively 
cultivated and unweariedly pursued. 

The gigantic but ill-directed financial exertion^ 
of England, ii^i her repeated unsuccessful coali-r 
t^pps against France, during the first twdve years 
of the revolutionary war, was felt in every fibre 
of the social bpdy. 

The imposition of the income tax w^ odious 
to the nation, although to. the unassisted eye of 
reason it appears the fmest mode of taxation 
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thdf daii be adopted, When Ihfe fecrifice of the 
tenth part 6f the incJome of a nation becomes 
unfoitutitttely necessary fio save the rest ; it laid 
open the affairs of every one, in a manner peeii- 
Katly ObtidXidus to English habits; The A/vtooIe 
syst^A of our comm^cial prosperity being 
gi^outided on credit, rttuch aVei^ion exiirts t6 
eicpdsiilg^ the illdividukl fotindatiott on^'WhicH'lt 
ttfstSi This has given to all Ehglishrtien habitfe 
Of reserve oh the subject of their fitiatlteial iiieaA^ 
fiift^to often leading to^ vei-y false estimatiotlaf of 
th3ifAmeT-^ the rich felw^ys^ being thought mueh 
tfeher th^n they atre, aind consequently often 
^tigmatfeed t*ith ^want of liberality ; alid the 
ffos^ssoi* of smaller forttWes, by the same tni^ 
calculation, arraigned for extravagance, of which 
tlley aire, in fact, not guilty. 

The operation of the iticome t^x di^eovered 
lafmny curious sources bf unexpected weialth,' awd 
laid' opeii many still more curious traits of na^. 
tional character in the acquirement aind in th6 
u«ie cT Jt. Persons trafficking 'in stalls, or small 
shcfp^' actuated by that strict sense of honest^: 
WhiiSh^ had probably been the foundation' of theii^ 
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success, gave in incomes of 4000/, and 5ppQA.3 
year ; and paid, with scrupulous exactness pf 
calculation to Government, yearly ^uids fp^r 
times greater than any they had ever, es^pep^d 
on themselves^ The samC: inquisitorial procegg 
injured many brilliant commercial reputations, 
and stopped many in a dangerously rapid.pursuit 
of fortune.. In general, the whole body of retail 
dealers^ who, contrary to the ideas and habits of 
Qther countries, had been accustomed to s^e 
every additional tax, and the weight of all pi^blic 
burdens, fall on their customers, and not on 
themselves, endured, with less patience than, arjy 
other, order of people, the privation of indul- 
genqies to which they had accustomed tbenpiT 
selves. They, therefore, so encreased the price 
of every article of their commerce, as at oi^ce to 
secure to themselves the same indulgenqies and 
the same profits; thus eluding all contribution 
to the public necessities, at the expense of th^e 
consumers. The immense influx of paper money^ 
from the year 1797j having raised the nominal 
price of every thing, and the spirit of our go- 
irernment being adveirse to all interference with 
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internal policy, allowed this manoeuvre of the 
l-i^tail dealers to pass unnoticed. It is to the^e 
times that nfitist be referred the great detnofitii 
feiation, on the score of fair-dealing with their eiii- 
jpldjrerd, which has taken place in this whole oi-d^r 
of people. The large fortunes acquired ih 
ihi6 piiblic funds, the improvident expi^nditure 
necessarily entailed by war, and the carelesstiek's 
bf those who profited by it, allowed of a ' sort 
6f i*6ciprocity in the imposition of exdrbitafii 
chkrges, which has been since established into d 
i-iegulat" system, insteiad of having cek^ed With th^ 
dlbaiStrous times which gave it bii-th. '^* 

"The 6iq[ilality of Apolitical irights'seenied to fc^- 
stei?^ aii e^i^ti'ality of right* to every indiilgehe^ 8f 
^iji^^e i 'a:^iiegte6 bf fbrtuhe, soihething like 
(i|)iitehce in atny other couritr/, beirfg" absolutely 
ttfefces^kry fo a &6cial fexisteticef in England. ' Thiis 
rivalry in luxury was by no means favourable^d 
&ii interests of society. ' As' nobddy b'hose to 
^vfe a worse dinner than their ri^ighbour, nikHy 
si' social irieal was prevented ^moiftg thbs^ e'n- 
dbWed wifh every power to ehliv^ri fhefti, arili 
iiiany'a diitf dihher,^mth aflTts Expensive aiiom- 
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panirpents, devoured at the table of a still duller 
hppt, by those, who would have .fled from the 
mfliction oif the ^ame. society if offered ,with ^ 
mutton chop.^ Many a tattered reputation was 
pi^.ced together on the reputation of thei^ 
cook, and airs of superiprity claimed and al- 
lowed on the same flattering ap4< re3pectab|le 
piietenaions. 

MeaUjWhile, our navy supported th^ honour pf 
our cou;itry^ sgad our commerce its npie^p flf 
existence^ Our triumphs on th^ sea equalled 
those of the common enemy on the lanfif. la 
spite of every arbitrary measure which despotismi 
could dicrf;ate^ and, violence enforce^ — in spite of 
blockades and restrictions, — our commerce aiiid 
our manufactures contrived to alleviate, in spm^ 
degree, the evils of wax to all those engaged in 
it, and to supply the means of defence to our- 
selves,.. 

It wa^. perhaps, well for. Europe that the 
iiiteUect of Bons^arte on commercial subject^, 
apd oa all great views of political ecpnomy, wag 
remarkably deficient. One of the most enlight- 
ened persons employed by him in these mattersj^ 



aiid'His'dfevoted advaeaite aifftl sd^ket^i assore* 
tiWB'a^h<», that htf had had difficulty td makfe* 
Kini' GOnltJj^ehetid even the fejriorrts wirch lay 6tf 
tiHcf sWrfaJce of these subjects', and gave, aii JBtn- 
iiMAfic^, hifs never having beeft able to convince' 
him that gold and silver could have any real 
vdue whatsoever but as a token of exchange ; 
adding, that had his understanding been as deep, 
and his views as clear, on these subjects as on 
all others, he would certainly have possessed one 
of the greatest intellects ever called to the 
g(yverriment of men. 

Whatever may be thought of this opinion, it 
is certain that Bonaparte, against his intentions, 
has been the means of affording to future ages 
the most decisive and incontrovertible proof of 
what may be effected by civil liberty, — by a 
representative government, interesting all orders 
of the state in its preservation ; for we may be 
wen assured, that after all the errors, and all the 
failures, and all. the mistakes of the moment are 
f<*gotten, England having defended herself 

* M. Roederer. 
C 4 



single-handed against Europe, united under such 
an adversary, will be held up to the latest pos- 
terity as a bright example to other states, who 
must endeavour, by securing the same means 
of defence, to secure their permanent inde- 
pendence. 
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CHAP. II. 

PRESSURE OF THE PUBLIC BURDENS NECES^^TATINa 

ECONOMY IN EVERY ORDER OF TlHE STATE. ITS 

EFFECTS ADVANTAGEOUS TO SOCIETY. STATE OF THE 

NATIONAL THEATRE FROM THE DEATH OF GARRICK. 

MRS. SIDDONS. KEMBLE. *-^ EFFECTS OF THEIR 

TALENTS AND THEIR PERSONAL CHARACTER ON THE 
PUBLIC AND ON THEIR PROFESSION. — SLOW PROGRESS 

OF TASTE IN ENGLAND. PROFESSORS OF THE FINE 

ARTS NOT ADMITTED INTO COMPANY TILL LATE IN THE 

REIGN OF GEORGE III. BURKE's ESSAY ON THE 

SUBLIME AND BEAUTIFUL. — MR. PAYNE KNIGHT. — 

MR. PRICE. SIR GEORGE BEAUMONT. — TRAVELLERS 

TO GREECE. LORD BYRON. — JOANNA BAILLIE. 

DRAMATIC ENTERTAINMENTS NEGLECTED PREVIOUS 

TO THE FALL OF BONAPARTE. CONDUCT AND 

SENTIMENTS OF ENGLAND AT THIS TIME. 

One of the great constitutional advantages of 
England being that of having no marked and 
indelible line of separation between the different 
orders of the state ; all her citizens having it 
equally in their power, by industry, by activity, 
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and by intellect, to rise upwards in the scale; 
the pressure of the public burdens, during this 
period, and the depreciation of money, fell pecu- 
liarly hard on those who, having achieved a step 
in the hierarchy of society, found themselves by 
their increased expenses, and their stationary 
means, thrown back to the situation from whence 
they had risen, or at least quite unable to secure 
to their children their acquired station in life. 
Many of those whose birth entitled thdnf to 
every indulgence of affluence, found themiselves 
cruelly straightened by the public calls on theit 
property. All those living on annuities*, or fixed 
salaries^; who had every thing to purchase and 
nothing to sell, were every succeeding year de- 
prived of some accustomed comfort. Instances 
of economy, unknown before in the dasses adopt- 
ing them, were prcrfessed and boasted of;* many 
of these remain permanent habits, for the practice 
of which every one is the better, now that the 
occasion is forgotten. Few of the great landed 
proprietors could' afford to occupy their resi- 
dences in the country, accompanied by all the ex- 
penseS) and all. the largfesses wMeh were expiected^ 



tp surround theia* The publio plaees of summer 
r;e$0rt w^re filled with persons who left palaces 
in itheiir counties^ to occupy crowded and incon- 
vmueiit: lodgings at Tunbridge or at Brighton, 
not froBa preference, but from poverty; many 
of I their, inmates generously preferring a suppress 
siQa of' the i enjoyments of rtieir own coimtFy 
houses, to that o£ ^t^ charities they had been itt 
the habit, of distributing there^ Otihers gave up 
their annuHil visit to Londim, and let, or end^-< 
vQured toi part with, their houses in town ; but 
the«tJUi:cha$ers Were so few, that the only chance 
oClessening the charge of a house, not inhabited 
hfy^its owner, was letting it furnished 5 and from 
thift time only, dates themow^ univeral cufltomy- 
evenamohg optdenfe individuals, of lettitig « tteiif 
uiaocdupied houses^ in London^ To this period 
likewise, natedy* to that of the heavy taxi^tion 
caused bytiie war, may fee referred tile great 
families of England, getting rid of a crowd of 
useless: i^etainers, mnnecessary carriages, unem^ 
ployed sets of. horses, and all those appendages 
of riches, which, without^ contributing to the 
comfprts .ofv luxuiiji^a of their owneiis, were fop-* 
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merly considered as part of the state of bxi English 
nobleman. Such things still exist among the 
great of other countries, but in England they are 
extinct. From the moment that servants, car- 
riages, horses, &c. became objects of taxattioti^ 
every one began to consider with how many he 
could dispense ; and nobody has retained a 
greater number than (consideriiig his situation in 
life) he caii fairly make use of Such limitations 
have caused establishments in general to be 
better appointed than they were in the days of 
our ancestors, when numbers were the principal 
criterion of magnificence. 

The same necessary retrenchments in the scale 
of expense became evident iii the diminished 
nutnber of costly entertainments, of public break- 
fasts, of balls accompanied by suppier^, which 
nolle but the rich could give, and none biit the 
great had hitherto thought of giving. Riches; 
however, accumulating ih thd commercial aiiA 
manufacturing orders of the state, the gtekt 
were soon imitated and rivalled by those wh6sl^ 
wealth was more independent of this situation of 
the counti*y, ahd-t«rhich, in mdny lh§tatices,Neas 
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^ygpnapjpted, by. itj the whole coxxun^rce. of 
Ji^j^rojpe^ by the distraction of the ,timQ$^ having 
l^.e,eu forced into* our hands* Thiese per3ons no;w 
Cjw;ie forward in society. . To the . young and 
4i^3ipated they oftc^red, entertainments they could 
Ti^ff longer afford themselves, for no other, remu* 
lieration than the honour of receiving them in 
ti^^ir houses, and. being in return admitted, into 
tl^pir society. They succeeded in obtaining th« 
fifpt part of the reward with a facility not honour* 
^l^le.to those who were so jlittle willing < to gran^ 
t^^m the second.., Henqe arose fetes and. enter- 
tainments, where the masters of the hou3e wier^ 
Sjlf^'angers to threi^ fourths of the company, who 
wexe all invited by &oi;ne fashionable friend, 
willing thus to.give a ball tp her ow» acquaintaucie 
^t, the e^pence of her complaisant protegee* 
^tf ange mistakes, some.tinies topk place at. i^es^ 
meetings, from thq igporan,(?e pJ^Vthei gu^ts of the 
person of their host, and, demands for j.efresh^ 
ipjieuts made in a tpne of authority ,to him whp 
paid for them^ mistaken and addressie.d,,aa thi^ 
^diyidual hired to administer then)... . 
^^ JPut the mp;-e re^ed ^d, biettgr thinking part 
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of society soon found that the crowded itt^ietifJgS, 
and expensive entertainments, which economy 
had at first made them rdinquish^ were, in fact, 
far from contributi% to tihe cultivation of st)cietyj 
that, on the contrary, they incapacitated those 
constantily frequenting them from any power of 
enjoyment in smaller circles, while the constant 
frequenters of these crowds were all reduced 
to the same undistinguished level of abilities. 
General invitations wefe^ tfherefore, left to A fe# 
gteat bouses, whose space admitted of a thousand 
or fifteen hundred guests without internal iiicoili 
vemence, and wboie owners pi'eferred thus ae* 
kmowledging an acquaintance, and paying wholes- 
gale a debt of civility, to retailing out their tiftie^ 
and individualising their attentions to half tte 
txmru All those who, in imitation o^* their ^upet. 
vibrs, had hitherto crattfmed small houses half a 
dozen times a year with as matiy card tables^ arid 
with^ more pteople than they could hold, n&H 
affected to deiq)iBe card-players, to hate gtesit 
assemblies, and to talk of nothing but the 
charms of small parties, and of conversation ; 
although the' previous habits of few, at *his tiAiej 
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had« quali^ed them ; for the real enjoyment «f 
either. A f^w years afterwards^ a public meeting 
for dancing was established, which^ although 
originating in necessary economy, by the good 
^te and by the ;p(^pHlarity of its institutors and 
directressea,, sqqb rpse to distia<?tion and cele. 
briky^ , An admission to it became a sort of ne*. 
CQs^ary licence to practise in the best compfmyt 
while its expense was nqt the tenth part of any 
former f^t^s prepared for the same society, and 
the^priiCe of admission top low to exclude: th^ 
most atteni^ated fipances. All those who thoi^ght 
that by their own. former entertainments they had 
purchased thp freedom of the compa^ny to which 
they were ambitions to belong, now found them* 
§elve$ cruelly thrown c out; for in a country 
^here no bar exists between any order of societyj 
exclusion^, . jUke: : blocJ^ades, . will inevitably . take 
pl^ce, whenever the power of any portion of 
indivi(iua][^ is . sjujffici^nt to ienfor<fe the xme^ or to 
^tablish t^e qthei'.; [Thu^partieMnjour society^ 
like parties in. pur, pQHitical;«tate,. wiUj/alwayd 
exist, , and will s^rv^e^ in both insta«ncesy to . tkeep 
th^ ruling ppw^s^ in order^ and tp animate tlw, 
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exertions and cultivate the talents of those who 
have hopes of one day succeeding to their dis- 
tinction. 

The stage, and a taste for dramatic entertain- 
ments, had declined in England since the death 
of Garrick, in 1779. This great actor had been 
equally distinguished in both walks of the drama j 
Equally excellent in the expression of the sub- 
lime conceptions of Shakspeare, in the represent- 
ation of the humourists and originals of Ben 
Jonson, or in catching up and embodying 
every evanescent fashion of the day. By his 
social liveliness and wit, his agreeable manners 
and respectable conduct, he had been received 
a welcome guest in the best company. As a 
dramatic writer, his pieces, although not of the 
first order of comedy, yet assisted by his own 
acting, and by his consummate knowledge of the 
theatre, raised him to consideration in the ranks 
of literature. By his prudence and good conduct 
he became the proprietor of the first theatre in 
the metropolis, and acquired an opulence, of 
which he made an honourable use. In his villa 
tt Hampton, and at his house in the Adelphi, 
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he received ao^ cofdy the beat company of hk 
own country, but all distinguished foreigners^ 
who sought his acquaintance with eagerness Jfrom 
tlie fame of his talents, and to whom lus sm^ial 
existence was then, a matter of curiosity* ' » ^ ^ 
After his death, the first event wiiich reani^^ 
mated the theatre over whic^ he hful presi^<^ > 
was the success of the comedies of Sheridan^ said * 
particularly the remarkable popularity erf the 
"School for Scandal^" first exhibited when itstr 
author was already a political character, and an' 
admired speaker in the .House of Commons. This ^ 
piece rallied back, not only the enlightened > 
public, but the world of fashic^, to the nationaL: 
theatre; encour^ed men of the world to at- 
tempt dramatic composition; aad produced. sofQe^t 
good coraediea of jcharacter, which* if they hadr 
not much of the in?it of tljeir.gj^eat comic prede^. 
cessors, had at least none of thei| coarsene^s^il^ 
General Burgpyne's 1* Heirless'* was a faithfalr> 
transcript of the maunefa erf the day> and served-, 
for ever to stamp the fame of the jSrst^ md 
hitherto of;the&wf^ acti:e^a(l) in. the highest / 
(1) A|isB BarrfiD; iiftiarwfurdt. Counts of D^l^yi i i 
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walk of comedy, who has adorned the English 
stage since the days of CoUey Gibber. 

Mr. Walpole's " Mysterious Mother," although 
not published, was already in the hands of many ; 
and, in spite of the unfortunate choice of subject, 
which for ever precluded representation, had 
astonished by its terrible conception, vigorous 
verses, and forcible effect. 

Theatrical entertainments, and the encourage- 
ment and protection of theatrical talents, now 
became a fashion, and an interest in the first 
society in London. The plays acted by a part 
of that society at the Duke of Richmond's in 
1785 and I786 were at once an effect and a 
cause of this fashion. The first artists were 
employed to decorate the little theatre, con- 
structed in the dining-room of Richmond 
House, at Whitehall. (1) Persons not less dis- 
tinguished by their talents, than by their birth 
and situation, filled the parts. Mrs. Siddons and 
Miss Farren, no unworthy representatives of the 
Tragic and Comic Muse, assisted at these per- 
formances ; and such was the interest taken in 
(1) Afterwards consumed by fire. 
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them, and such the eagerness to be admitted to 
them, that a motion in the House of Commons 
was actually postponed, to allow Mr. Pitt (then 
the first minister) to be present at one of the 
representations. 

A far more essential cause of permanent 
illustration to dramatic art in England was al- 
ready in activity. The great female tragedian, 
who was destined to raise to an unexampled 
height not only her own fame, but4;o establish 
on a new basis that of her profession, who had 
appeared in early youth, unnoticed, in some 
subaltern parts before the death of Garrick, -— 
Mrs. Siddons, — now burst on the London world 
in the full bloom of her beauty, the full force of 
her feelings, and the full exercise of her excellent 
understanding and taste. The effect was mar- 
vellous. All orders of society bowed to the 
impression made on feelings common to their 
nature. All public entertainments became 
insipid in comparison of the scenes of Shak- 
speare, represented by such a form, animated by 
such expression, and interpreted by such a 
judgment. Fashion, and the contagious feelings 
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of great crowds, so exalted those of the female 
world, that few representations took place with- 
out interruption, fi'om the uncontrolled emotion 
of some of the audience obliging them to leave, 
the theatre. 

The Universities, and all the distinguished 
dubs of London, offered her, by deputation, the 
homage of their united admiration of her con- 
duct and 'of her talents j often accompanied 
by more essential marks of their favour, in a 
common purse, presented as some remuneration 
for the pleasure received from her art. 

The endowments of her brother, who had 
profited by a college education intended ix) 
have fitted him for a learned profession, gave 
him great advantages in that which an irresistible 
impulse led him to adopt, guided him in effect- 
ing many necessary and important improvements 
in the costume and arrangements of the theatre, 
qualified him for an accurate critic in theatrical 
language and literature, and soon made him the 
companion and intimate of all the contemporary 
men of letters who were at all interested in the 
drama. 



The professional excellence of this accom- 
plished brother and sister, when acting together, 
^nd sometimes representhig characters where 
their strong family resemblance heightened the 
illusion, will be long remembered by all those 
who had the advantage of seeipg, in the zenith of 
their powers both moral and physical, their uh« 
equalled representations of the immortal dramas 
of Shakspeare. 

. All the best tragedies of the English theatre 
received a new lustre by their means, and many 
acquired a celebrity which they hardly merited, 
from the interest lent them in represent^on. 
Thus, while their great talents, joined to remark*, 
able personal beauty, gave a new vogue to the 
theatre, and recalled all the world to dramatic 
entertainments, the propriety of their conduct, 
and the respectability of their private characten^ 
placed their profession on a footing which it had 
never before attained either in our own, or any 
othertcountry. All the first company in London, 
!as regarded rank, talents, or situation, opened 
dieir doors to them. They were received on a 
footing of equality and of respect due to their 
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accomplishments, and which the unaltered pro- 
priety of their manners amply justified. The 
suppers given by Kemble were frequented and 
sought after by all who were distiiiguished in 
society, as well as by all who pretended either 
to wit, or talents, or even to their due appre^ 
ciation. 

The personal consideration thus acquired by 
irreproachable conduct and honourable bearing 
insensibly raised the tone of feeling throughout 
the whole profession. Purity of conduct waS no 
longer considered as incompatible with it. The 
stage ceased to be either the school or the refuge 
of female profligacy. Men of better education 
and prospects adopted a profession which no 
longer led necessarily into bad company. 

These advantages, — and advantages they cer- 
tainly were of no mean description, as having led 
the way to honourable distinction, are entirely 
owing, or at least entirely originated with the in- 
fluence and the example of the family of Kemble, 
which in all its branches connected with the 
theatre, has exhibited a rare union of talents 
and of worth. 
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An inconvenience has been said to arise, from 
having thus removed all stigma from the cha- 
racter, and destroyed all prejudices against the 
profession of persons, otherwise likely, from their 
talents, to be endued with great powers of cap- 
tivation, — the increased number of unequal 
marriages which have since been contracted with 
actresses. But this, it must be allowed, argues 
at least as great an improvemejit on the one side, 
as any dereliction of noble sentiments on the 
otheif. Indeed, before the time here alluded to^ 
much laxity of moral conduct and sentiments 
had prevailed among the professors of the fine 
arts, and among those artists in any way con- 
nected with the ornamental luxuries of society. 

The unvarnished etiquette, and German home- 
liness of the courts of the two firstGeorges, having 
followed immediately on the dulness of Anne 
and the unsociable moroseness of William, had 
materially influenced and retarded the progress 
of any taste for the fine arts in England ; or any 
desire of those elegant luxuries of private life, to 
which the arts contribute, and which alone, when 
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combined with them, give a zest and a variety to 
-the indulgences of wealth. 

The first persons who interested themselves on 
•these subjects, and showed themselves sensible to 
domestic improvements, had, almost all, either 
from accident or necessity, lived much out of 
their own country, and had brought back with 
them a taste for certain habits of life to which 
they had been accustomed elsewhere. Any 
adoption of these habits was stigmatised by all 
intolerant lovers of their own country, who 
sturdily withstood every thing leading to a sup- 
position that either comfort or merit could exist 
out of its precincts. Coarse, plain, uncompro- 
mising manners were received as the type of 
good principles and of integrity of conduct, and 
all refinements of taste as proofs of corruption of 
morals. The smallest innovations in domestic ar- 
rangements were looked on with an evil eye, as 
to the independent character of such as adopted 
them. 

No man intending to stand for his county, or 
desirous of being popular in it, would have per- 
mitted his table at his country-house to be 
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4served with three-pronged forks, or his ale 
t6 be presented but in a tankard, to whidi 
every mouth was successively to be applied. 
Sofas conveyed ideas of impropriety j and 
oaths, and every extra attention to cleanliness 
and purity of person, were habits by no means 
supposed to refer to superior purity of mind t)r 
manners. Evil to him whose constitution or 
sedentary habits prevented his following field 
sports. A taste for music or painting, or any 
dispositimi to cultivate either, was enough to 
destroy a man's character among his country 
neighbours, or in his county club in London. 
He was set down for a humourist or z,JHbblej in- 
capable and unworthy of the manly pleasures of 
wine and vulgar debauchery^ in which his de- 
tractors indulged with perfect self-satisi&ctiony 
and much credit among their associates. 

Except as a rendezvous for female profligacy, 
every thing that had to do with the theatre, or 
the public exhibition of any talent, was peculiariy 
^obnoxious to the morality of these homebred 
censors. Authors, actors, composers, singers^ 
musicians, were all equally considered as profli- 
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gate vagrants. Those whose good taste, or whose 
greater knowledge of the world, led them to make 
some exceptions, were implicated in the same 
moral category. 

A very numerous body of people were thus 
excommunicated from all respectable society in 
their own class, as well as fix>m that of the classes 
above them, without being rewarded, as they were 
in France, by fashion restoring them to the social 
consideration of which the institutions of their 
country deprived them. The lively feelings and 
excitable minds which a genius for the imitative 
arts almost necessarily supposes, remained thus 
in constant contact with other minds as excitable, 
and feelings as little under control, as their own. 
We can hardly wonder, therefore, at the lax 
education, and absence of all wholesome restraint, 
to which this whole class of persons were exposed. 
Of this a late biography furnishes a remarkable 
example, in recording details of the early youth 
of two families both distinguished for talents ; 
the consequences of this want of control on 
their first steps in life, and the influence it main- 
tained over the whole future existence of two of 



43 

the most favoured individuals of those familieaf, 
whose fate was united (1), and whose extraor- 
dinary endowments soon raised them to every 
social distinction of which either were capable. . 
It was not till late in the reign of George III. 
that sculptors, architects, and painters (with the 
single exception of Sir J. Reynolds) were received, 
and formed a part of the best and most chosen 
society of London. Three Scotch brothers, of 
the name of Adam (and of a family since distin- 
guished both by worth and abilities in every 
order of the state), after a long professional study 
of architecture in Italy, on their return to the 
exercise of their art in England, first applied the 
internal ornaments of the ancient apartments 
(then lately discovered at Rome and at Pompeii) 
to the decoration of London drawing-rooms. The 
application was bad ; the taste minute and 
faulty — calculated for no room larger than a 

(1) MissLinley, married to R. B. Sheridan. See the ac- 
count of the circumstances attending their previous ac- 
quaintance in " Moore's Life of Sheridan." Miss Linley 
seems, on every occasion of her after life, to have been 
almost equal in natural abilities, and superior in every quality 
of the heart, to her husband. 



bath, and that in a warm country, where all 
hangings and paper were to be avoided. But 
their substitution of the Greek fret, the honey- 
suckle, the husk, and other ornaments of grace- 
fill contour^ insftead of the non-descript angular 
flourii^s, which every thing susceptible of decoiv 
ation, from a snuff-box to the front of a house, 
had hitherto indiscriminately shared, was an ap^ 
proach to something like truth. Burke's Essay 
•on the Sublime and Beautiful, although fiiulty in 
its reasonings, and fanciful in their application, 
was marked by the enthusiastic mind of its author; 
and served to rouse, some years afterwards, a 
spirit of profound investigation into the princi- 
ples of taste in all the imitative arts, and their 
application to the embellishment of social life. 

The subject was taken up by persons whose 
education and habits of life and of reading, as 
well as their own existence in society, peculiarly 
fitted them for such enquiries. In their writings, 
it allowed them to establish a sort of Ult qfrighU 
in taste, which it will be found difficult to im- 
prove, while it adapts itself to every wholesome 
liberty and innovation of original genius. 
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An amicable contention between Mr. Payne 
Knight and Mr. Uvedale Price^ cm the illusory 
powers of imagination, elicited, on both sddes, 
proofs of great knowledge, as well as of much 
thought and combination, on the subjects they 
treated; while their friend Sir George Beau«: 
mont's candid mind and enthusiastic feelings; 
were called forth in every walk of art, and were 
eager in the protection and encouragement of 
every rising excellence. As a landscape painter,: 
" his own example strengthened all his laws.*^ 
His works remain distinguished among those of 
professional artists ; and the remembrance o£ 
his mind, his genius, and his character, smofig^ 
our strongest feelings for departed excellence. 

From this time the principles of taste, an all 
subjects amenable to its laws, were soii^lit, 
understood, and followed. As the political cir- 
cumstances of the day precluded all access to 
Italy, our travellers and our artists poured into 
Greece, and there beheld at their source those 
models of art which the Romans had never 
equalled, and had often disfigured. The archi- 
tecture (misnamed Gothic) was, meanwhilel, 
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studied and cultivated by artists at home, who 
soon convinced others, as well as themselves, that, 
when applied appropriately, it was capable of 
assuming every character of domestic purpose ; 
was, of all other styles of building, the best 
suited to the habitations of a northern country 
and a bad climate ; and lent itself to every grace- 
fiil and picturesque combination with English 
landscape. Thus, we have since seen arise many 
magnificent castellated mansions ; many additions 
made to humbler monastic remains, which, with- 
but any outward incongruities, possess every 
modem comfort of internal arrangement, and 
are peculiarly capable of every richness of orna- 
ment 

The common link which is said to unite all 
the fine arts • soon touched the lyre of Joanna 
BaiUie and of Lord Byron, and amazed a busy 
and calculating world with bursts of original 
pathos and poetry, worthy of the more poetic 
ages of society, and recalling all the great models 
which had adorned them. 

* ^^ Habent inter se quodam commune vinculum.'* 
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The Muse of the one possessed a strength and 
vigour of wing, which would have soared to any 
height, had it not been repressed and recalled to 
earth by foolish professions of profligacy, and a 
vain idea of rising above his age and his fellows, 
by treating as illusion and prejudice every thing 
the most real and stable in our moral existence. 
The other, bom a Poet in the truest and most 
exalted sense of the word, from her sex, situ- 
ation, and limited acquaintance with the world, 
and still more from a diffidence in her own 
vast powers, has not allowed them a sufficiently 
extensive field on which to exercise their ma- 
gic. The retired nature and virtuous habits of 
women confine their observation of human 
life and passion within a much smaller circle 
than that always open to man. If Joanna 
Baillie, therefore, in her exquisitely portrayed 
characters of excellence and of virtuous feeling, 
sometimes betrays an unwillingness to step into 
the dominion of vice, and to encounter the storm 
of violent and degrading passions, Lord Byron 
by choice, and perhaps by his long preference for 
Eastern subjects, has also given a sameness to 
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many of his heroes^ and reduced all his heroines 
to one model. They are all fond females, cling- 
ing to a protector, without the smallest discri- 
mination, or opinion, or even curiosity, as to the 
character or situation of the man to whom they 
are attached ; and this with a boldness of sexual 
passion, which not all the author's delicate and 
admirable descriptions of their personal beauty 
can at all conceal. He never calls in the asso- 
ciations, sentiments, and feelings, founded on 
individual choice, admiration of excellence, and 
comparative merit. He equally neglects the 
combats between duty and love, in minds capable 
of appreciating the one, and of exalting the other 
from desire to passion ; to say nothing of parental 
affection, and the yet more sublime, because 
more perfectly disinterested, sacrifices of friend- 
ship. He confines himself to paint women as 
the mere females of the human species, who, ex- 
cept that they share with man, << that paragon 
of animals,** superior personal beauty, are 
described as little distinguished from the females 
of any other animals j inspire the same sort of 
blind and furious passion to those of the other 



49 

sex ; are treated with little more ceremony while 
together; and are left as easily, in quest of prey 
or of revenge. 

Who but must regret to find Lord Byron's 
Muse thus fettered, instead of having taken ad- 
vantage of subjects that would have opened an 
inexhaustible field to her various powers ? — for 
who can doubt the variety of those powers, when 
reading the exquisite and exalted descriptive 
poetry scattered over all his works — always 
associating the scene he describes with the most 
invigorating sentiments of the human mind ? 

That he, who so felt and so described these 
sentiments, and all the power, and all the terror, 
of conscience and of memory on the spiritual 
being of man — that he should have doubted of 
that spiritual being, of which his own energetic 
verses must confirm the belief to his readers, 
and the feelings that dictated them ought to 
have assured himself — that he should have ex- 
cluded himself from the most powerful source 
of the sublime, as well as from much of the 
beauties of sentiment, — must astonish those 
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the most, who the most admire the poetic heights 
he has attained without such aid. 

During the long struggle of the revolutionary 
war, dramatic entertainments seemed to have 
again lost much of their attraction. The great 
drama then acting in Europe superseded all 
imaginary interests, and rendered insignificant 
all fictitious adventures. The astonishing pro- 
gress, elevation, and fall of the Conqueror, and 
the desperate chances which hung on his for- 
tunes, exceeded all poetic fancy, and outstripped 
the imagination of romances. 

From the continuance of a state of warfare, 
and its general and wide-spread consequences, 
the political events of Europe became a history, 
in whose pages almost every individual family 
found an episode, or a paragraph, connected with 
some of their nearest or dearest interests and 
affections. Almost every peasant had a loss to 
deplore, which served to inform him of some 
national victory, or national disaster, of which 
he might otherwise have remained happily 
ignorant. 

But, in spite of public and private catastro- 
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phes, — in spite of severe privations, severely 
felt by every order of the state, a dejected or 
despairing spirit was unknown. The measures 
of ministers were severely canvassed, and often 
warmly opposed, in the councils of parliament ; 
but whenever the submission of other nations, or 
any circumstances connected with it, seemed to 
threaten our own national independence, one 
mind and one will rose against the yoke that had 
been imposed on continental Europe ; all dif- 
ference of party disappeared ; and the veteran 
Grattan, long distinguished in political opposi- 
tion to the conduct of the war, advocating its 
continuance after the failure of the negotiations 
at Chatillon, rather than submit to any unworthy 
sacrifice for peace — will ever remain a proof of 
that wholesome enthusiasm with which free in- 
stitutions only can inspire liberal minds. 



E 2 



52 



CHAP. IIL 

CONDUCT OF BONAPARTE TOWARDS ENGLAND ON HIS 
riRST SEIZURE OF SUPREME POWER, — THE EFFECTS 
OF THE CONQUERING ARMIES OF FRANCE ON THE 

SOCIAL EXISTENCE OF EUROPE, THE CHARACTER AND 

MERITS OF THOSE ARMIES. — THE PEACE OF AMIENS. 

STATE OF SOCIETY IN PARIS AT THAT TIME. 

REMARKABLE ANOMALIES IN IT. THE POPULAR 

LITERATURE. THEATRES. DRESS. BONAPARTE's 

CONDUCT DURING THE ENSUING ELEVEN YEARS. 
ALTERED STATE OF SOCIETY WHEN CALLED 

. TOGETHER UNDER THE IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT, IN 
THE UPPER ORDERS, AMONG THE TRADESPEOPLE, 

IN THE THEATRES. MADEMOISELLE CLAIRON. 

COLLE. — MEMOIRS OF MADAME DU BARRI. 

France, after being reduced to the lowest level 
both of morals and of manners, by the anarchical 
rule of a succession of demagogues, and by the 
yet more degrading profligacy, the disrespectable 
and disrespected power of the Directory (1), 

(1) "La politique obtuse de ce gouvernement entretenoit 
" la lutte des partis. Le pouvoir supreme man quoit 
" d'hommes assez forte pour ^tre justes, et assez irrd- 



seized hold, with eagerness and gratitude, of the 
strong arm held out to raise her from the abject 
state into which she felt herself fallen. 

One of the first effects produced by the power- 
ful and astute intellect of Bonaparte was the 
destruction of all respect for the English name 
and character. Hitherto the French nation, 
considering the English as their preceptors in 
politics, had treated their prejudices and their 
peculiarities with indulgence, and seemed only- 
desirous of proving to them that they had far 
outstripped their masters, both in the theory and 
practice of civil liberty. 

Bonaparte, wisely profiting by the self-admir- 
ation of a vain people, and by our first ill-directed 
combinations against the excesses into which 
they had been led, succeeded in putting the 
EngKsh name and nation out of fashion in 
Europe. Our peculiarities were dwelt on with 
harshness, our former pretensions laughed at, 



*' prochables pour ne craindre ni les R^publicains purs^ ni 
** les Royalistes incorruptibles." — La Cour et la Villcy vol. ii. 
p. 592. 
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our national pride considered as intolerable in- 
solence ; our policy was declared to be entirely 
selfish, our exertions confined to English objects 
only, and our faith called in question to allies 
who had not succeeded with our support. The 
very princes we were subsidising, while their own 
national existence leagued them with England, 
were taught, as individuals, to laugh in their 
sleeves at the lavish hand with which those sub- 
sidies were bestowed, at their faulty organisation, 
and at our supposed reluctance to contribute, 
otherwise than by money, to the safety of the 
Continent. 

Meanwhile the armies of France had traversed 
Europe. A system of pillage was too well 
managed for the advantage of the commanders, 
to be often profitable to the soldier. Triumph, 
and all its intoxicating consequences, followed 
their arms. The French troops defiling before a 
victorious general, in all ** the pomp, pride, and 
circumstance*' of war, became often an exhila- 
rating show to the thoughtless youth of the dull 
continental towns, which had slumbered for half 
a century under the quiet minutiae of German 



55 

despotism, and the dull daily etiquette of some 
electoral government. The young men of 
Italy were roused by the passage and by the 
presence of successive hosts of French officers, 
who disturbed the quiet of their evening lounge 
from the door of the caf6 to the theatre, and 
who laughed at the daily airings of a corso, and 
the sleepy loves of a cicisbeo. 

The young Italians were too happy to be 
offered a fine uniform and a plumed cap, and to 
be allowed to figure as hussars or lancers in the 
streets of their native cities, before they were 
marched off, with the command of some new- 
raised ti-oops as ignorant as themselves, to swell 
the ranks of the conqueror of Italy, to secure his 
interest in the families to which they belonged, 
and on the first occasion of danger to be sacri- 
ficed for- the preservation of the veteran and 
more valuable troops of France. The younger 
branches of the same families were meanwhile 
enlisted in the service of the conqueror's court, 
and sent away to receive among his pages at 
Paris an education which certainly much sur- 
passed any instruction they could have hoped 
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for under the tuition of an Abbate di casa in the 
paternal mansion. 

Thus, while Europe was losing all shadow of 
national individuality, and was in fact moulding 
into one unwieldy mass on which to erect a 
colossus of military despotism, — while its people 
were in turn suffering all the privations, horrors, 
and devastation of war, and its princes and 
ministers making unavailing leagues, to secure a 
permanence to governments which, in fact, but 
few of them deserved, — the social world — the 
general mind (if the expression may be allowed) 
of continental Europe adopted the opinions, the 
views, and the ideas of the triumphant party ; 
thus unconsciously conspiring to seal the loss 
of her own independence ; while her conqueror, 
with almost equal blindness, discerned not, in 
the means he was obliged to employ for her 
subversion, the ftiture seeds of a regenerated 
existence* 

Statesmen and politicians will probably look 
down with contempt on the supposed influence 
of causes so independent of their sphere of 
action, and generally so little considered by 
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them. It is for the quiet, philosophic observer 
of human nature, and of the various impressions 
it is ever liable to receive in evil, a^ well as in 
good, justly to appreciate the effects here al- 
luded to. 

During the disreputable and inefficient govern- 
ment of the Directory, the whole active virtue of 
France took refuge in her armies* There the 
honour and the love of their country still warmed 
the heart and nerved the arm of those who had 
neither judgment nor perseverance, nor a suflS- 
ciently commanding intellect to arrest the ever- 
changing measures, and the exaggerated ideais, 
that disgraced the attempts made at the establish- 
ment of civil liberty* 

In the armies still flourished every thing that 
honours and distinguishes the French character, 
— brilliant valour, daring enterprise, unwearied 
spirits, and unmatched celerity^ both of percep*- 
tion and of action* The genius of Bonaparte 
turned all these national virtues to his own 
aggrandisement, and to the destruction of that 
freedom to which France had^o mistaken the 
road. I^othing, perhaps, made his superior judg- 
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ment in the art of governing men more evident 
than his first strides to power. These were 
always made by appearing to lead, to adopt, and 
to be guided by the popular impulse of the time, 
grounding the establishment of his dominion 
on national propensities and peculiarities of cha- 
ractier. 

The martial spirit inherent in the French 
nation had been exalted and sublimated into a 
passion for their coimtry, which left far behind 
all their former devotion to the will of their 
-princes* Military habits and military honours, 
which had formerly been confined to their nobi- 
lity, were rendered general among the people at 
large. These habits Bonaparte immediately en- 
couraged and excited; and thus succeeded in as 
completely depreciating all peaceful employment 
of talents, time, or property, as ever Louis XIV. 
bad done during the most brilliant period of his 
reign. 

Bonaparte, having gratified their vanity by a 
series of victories, led them triumphant from one 
capital of Europe to another. He thus served the 
double purpose of establishing his own military 
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omnipotence, and blinding them to the spirit that 
was destroying every thing but the empty and 
exaggerated forms of a republican government 
at home. He then sought moments of temporary 
peace, to allow them to compare the state in 
which he had placed, to that in which he had 
found them, and to avail himself of their enthu- 
siastic gratitude to forward his own progress to 
unlimited power. That neither he, nor the nation, 
were prepared for a permanent peace, he well 
knew. His desire of power increased (of course) 
with its possession, and his successful flattery of 
the foibles of the nation had turned its every vir- 
tue against itself. Distinctions of honour, he was 
aware, were as necessary to gratify those foibles 
as military glory. Sure of finding a responsive 
feeling in every bosom, he boldly stepped forward 
to restore and bestow hereditary honours, which 
they had themselves, with childish impatience, 
abolished not ten years before ; sure of being 
allowed to seize on superior power himself, pro- 
vided he gave them a chance of being assimilated 
to it, and even to place himself on a throne, the 
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steps of which they were again to be allowed to 
occupy. 

In the many visions in which he indulged in 
conversation with Las Casas at SL Helena, he 
gives an admirable account of his intentions, and 
of his system in the re-institution of hereditary 
honours and distinctions. His only mistake was, 
in supposing that any other result could arise 
from this system (while acted upon) than a 
military despotism, which might, and would, 
have overshadowed Europe with its baleful influ- 
ence, without in any respect changing its nature 
by its extension* 

Provoked at the unbending spirit of England, 
against the continued aggressions of his all-de- 
Vouring ambition, and secure, in this instance as 
in every other, of the popular prejudices and 
vanities of France supporting his measures and 
falling into his arguments, he succeeded in repre- 
senting the English government as so far from 
capable of suggesting any thing politically good, 
that it had become a vile despotic oligarchy, 
uniting all the pride and all the prejudices of the 
old system of legitimacy and hereditary honours. 
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with all the meanness and all the self-interest 
ascribed to commercial habits. Writers were 
sent to England to misstate bur institutions, and 
to misconstrue our laws j* and the daily publica- 
tions were full of sanctioned falsehoods, some- 
times emanating from the pen of the master 
himself, whose style was always recognisable. 

Unfortunately the efforts of England, however 
great, however meritorious, however persevering 
in the cause of European independence, were, 
for many years, so misdirected, that in the eyes 
of Europe the national character obtained not 
the credit it deserved. The government, like 
many individuals supposed to possess inexhausti- 
ble riches, was flattered, deceived, pillaged, and 
ridiculed. 

The peace of Amiens was necessary to both 
countries: in England, to convince the nation 
that its ministers desired peace; and in France, to 
allow its dictator to prepare and to organise a 
more general and interminable wan The power 
of Bonaparte, which he had thought proper (like 

* Fiev^, and many others. 
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the Emperors of Rome) to possess under a con- 
sular title, was now undisputed and supreme. 
He thus allowed France to slip back into her old 
habits of obedience to arbitrary power, with a 
salvo to her conscience, and much gratification 
to her vanity. 

When the two nations of England and France 
met in social intercourse, during the short interval 
of the peace of Amiens, after a twelve years* 
separation, they were surprised to find how much 
they had grown out of each other's acquaintance. 
But the curiosity of England was much more 
excited than that of her neighbour, as to all the 
alterations that had taken place during their 
separation. In France, these alterations were 
indeed of no ordinary description, and were 
singularly interesting to the observer of social 
life and manners. 

The exaggerated and impossible equality of 
the democratical republic of 1793 — the pro- 
fligate and degrading manners of the Direc- 
tory—the newly acquired power and efforts 
of Bonaparte to establish a better order of so- 
cial life — the remnant of the old nobility, who, 
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intrenched in the recesses of the Fauxbourg 
St. Germain, had carefully preserved every 
prejudice, and (as has been justly observed) 
had neither forgotten nor learnt any thing; — 
all these discordant elements, at the peace of 
Amiens, formed strange and irreconcilable discre- 
pancies in society; while every party still believed 
its force so nearly poised, that all had hopes of 
reassuming the dominion they had successively 
lost. The republican forms of language, and its 
calendar, were still in use — were still those of the 
government, and of those employed by it. You 
were invited on a Quintidi of such a Decade of 
Ventosey or of Prairialy to a dinner, or an evening 
meeting ; and you were received in an apartment 
which bore no mark of change from former 
monarchical days, excepting the company it con- 
tained ; — the women in the half-naked costume^ 
of Directorial fashion, or the Grecian tuniques 
and Grecian coiffijres of more recent days; — the 
men in civil uniforms of all sorts, and all colours 
of embroidery, with which the Directory (to 
separate themselves from the bonnet rouge and 
the carmagnole of the Republicans) had thought 
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proper to decorate themselves and all those put 
in authority under them. Among these figured 
the brilliant military costumes of the conquering 
generals, who had many of them risen from the 
ranks by merit which fitted them more for liis- 
tinctidn on a field of battle than in a drawing- 
room : the manners of their previous life forsook 
them not in their peaceful capacity, and. the 
habits of a guard room followed them into the 
salons of Paris. 

The popular literature of the day, — that which 
was^ meant as descriptive of manners, and ebfi- 
sequently must receive its colour from them, 
proved the general liioral degradation which had 
taken place^ A traveller passing through Paris 
in the year 1802^ at the beginning of a j long 
journey, applied to a great and respectable bpol^ 
seller for some triflmg works to read cm the road.' 
Nearly a hundred volumes were immediately 
sent to chQPi^ out of; they were part of the 
novels, romances, and anecdotes of the last ten 
years. There was no time for selection, and the 
purchaser took at haphazard thirty or forty 
vokimes of the most inviting titles. On examin- 
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ation they were found, with hardly an exception, 
to be such disgusting repetitions of the vilest 
profligacy, such unvaried pictures of the same 
disgraceful state of society and manners, without 
even the apology of wit or the veil of decency, 
that the traveller successively threw the volumes 
half read out of the carriage window, to avoid 
being supposed the patient reader of such- revolt- 
ing trash. 

The theatres partook of the bad taste, the 
exaggeration, and the licence of the times. 
More numerous and more crowded than ever, 
their altered audiences, — altered not less in man- 
ners (I) than in appearance, — no longer the ar- 

(1) In the year 1802, two ladies, shown into one of the 
first boxes of the Vaudeville Theatre, found a man alone, 
wrapped up in a large rough great coat, occupying the 
front row. He took not the least notice of the two persons 
who entered the box, neither offering them to occupy or to 
share his place, but continued chewing tobacco, and dis- 
posing of it most unceremoniously, the whole time the 
individuals in question remained in the box. In former 
times, so strictly was the public feeling of attention to 
women maintained, that no man could sit in the front row of 
any theatre, while a woman was placed behind him, without 
attracting public animadversions, and being obliged to quit, 
his position. 

V 
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biters of tajs^e, imprciss^ (as is^^ver the case) t^>^ 
own coloi^ on what they allowed to co«tribu^e 
to their amusemei^t. Exaggerated sentiments^ 
and stjcange lumati^^^al situations in patriptism 
and in passion, w^^ alone admired; and every 
allusion. to their former prejudices or their forqi^r 
government was marked with an execration, cer* 
taiqly due to the situadonsi in which the autJbpr 
placed his characters, and the language they 
were made tp hold. Their Comic Muses so 
long and, so justly adn^e^ for her gopd. ta^t^^ 
d$igQe4 often tp envelope herself' in a veil of 
contipued; puns. Whole pieces werei \yritten ip 
this aiftphibplpgicfd langsag?, where; all story, all 
character, all interest, was sacrificed to combij^*- 
ations of similar sounds, qx\ which a m^ianing was 
fprced, the fairther fetched, the. .better. 

Their Opera flourished, and was at this time 
the theatre the most in fashion. It was here, too„ 
that the greatest diflferenqe w^ oh^^^able; in tjie 
appearance of the audience. The lobby, where 
formerly were to be seen brilliant groups of all 
the young men and women of fashion, and 6f all 
the most distinguished courtezans; who often 
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rivalled and surpassed them in dress and appear- 
ance, was now crowded by a strange medley of 
ill-dressed, dirty looking persons ; the men with 
an affectedly neglected appearance, and the 
women with no other distincton of dress or 
attraction than valuable shawls and expensive 
lace veils, which were often to be detected on 
persons whose general appearance was below 
that of a femme de chambre of former days. 
Dancing, however Uttle analogous either its 
study or practice might have been supposed in 
times of terror and confusion, had. been more 
cultivated, and had become more a science than 
ever, both on the theatre particularly appro- 
priated to its exhibition, and in society. Balls, 
were given, where Vestris the younger (^till 
maintaining his wonted priority) was received as 
a guest to dance in quadrilles, and compare his 
talent with that of the best dancers in society. (1). 
The decorations of the theatre, the scenes, 
and the subjects of the ballets, had been much 

(1) The author saw him, in the year 1802, thus dancing at 
a ball given by M. Demidoff, then inhabiting the Hotel de 
Montholon, on the Boulevard Montmartre. 

F 2 
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isnpTQved from the recent occupation of Italy by 
the f^^Dcfa anoies : but, in these improvements, 
the character of the times, and the exaggeration 
which accomfpamed them, were every where ob- 
servable. In mythological subjects, or in those 
taki^il J&om the Greek or Roman story, the cos- 
tumes of the difierent ages or countries were 
perfectly oi^d pedanticaUy observed, even when 
they scmietimes trenched considerably on what 
had liitherto beea considered as due to public 
deoeoey in attire. Calypso, in the ballet of 
Ti61emaque, as represented by M"* ClotUde in 
thei year 180^1 had exactly the same, and not 
idoliei drapery than the beautiful ancient statue 
ofliie Diana Cacciatrice : the nymj^s who aq- 
^onipamed her wore merely one transparent 
petticoat over a tight dress of flesh-coloured 
imitting^ leaving the whole form clearly defined j 
--**in sborti they were exact copies of the least 
jdraped statues of antiquity. 

Bonaparte, already living in the Tuileries, and 
already^ in fact, possessed of supr^ne power, 
wisely made no unnecessary display of it ; while 
he neglected nothing to confirm its possession to 
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himself, and to reconcile the nation to its exer^ 
cise. While a concordat was settling with Rome 
the re-establishment of a national Church in 
France, no attempt wias made to rieturn to or 
enforce the observance of any GathoHc rites, or 
of any holidays, but those of the republic : — 
while no man, whatever hispoveity'dr his ^station 
in life, would cbtidBisefend to Wilart^e livery of 
anbther ; and while no' serVAnt in Paris would 
stccompany his employer (fbr the term of master 
had ceased) othel-wise. than by ivalking at his 
^ide; —Bonaparte prized the W«^y lor a return to 
the old hierahihy of menial ranks, by iaB^ 
Josephine to asstfMe alh^ry'fot^the htAi^hold^f 
the wife of the First Coinstdv ^While sach of the 
Faubourg St. Gernliain as had not ^igritied Weire 
left in the peaceful possession of ex^^ery thing 
which the altered coiiditlori of their i country 
allowed them, and while they w^re retunii%4o 
some of the einjoyments of society aittong them- 
selves, persons who were admitted t& that society 
found it, in every pjwpticular, sro tinchanged,'that 
they could hirdly forget their hosts were hot all 
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they ever had been. While such was the case 
in more than one quarter in Paris, in another a 
celebrated mantuamaker * gave a ball, to which 
every member of the already all-powerful Bona- 
parte family were invited, and where every one 
•of them went, except the First Consul himself, 
who, for reasons which he details to Las Casas 
at SL Helena, had already found it necessary to 
take measures against the natural familiarity of 
the nation, which he felt would have been es- 
sentially adverse to his futiu'e views* 

He now made advances to England, which^ bad 
they been less contemptuously received, m^ht 
have considerably influenced both his destiny, 
and that of the Continent. Had he not been 
provoked to inmiediate war by the rebuff of his 
first attempt to treat individually as a sovereign 
power, he could not have fallen directly on 
prostrate Europe, and all but annihilated ihe 
independent existence of both Russia and 
Austria ; France might have had leisure to 
c^n her eyes to the ultimate views of her leader, 

* Madame Germon. 
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and the nations opposed to her have beeti allexWed 
bre^hing timfe to recover from the panic occa- 
isioiied by the successes of France, and to observe 
whfther the adopifciori of herpiinciples was leading 
them. But England wais, at this tiirie (fl-dm the 
i^flfects of thi5 fentire separation already notfced), 
lamentably ignoraiit of the real state of Friirfcfe, 
•both with regard to |)olitics and habits of society. 
The nations of the Cotttinerit had, to liieir cdst, 
acquired more just ideas of her'means, her powei", 
and her influence* Our insular sitdatioh htid 
been at once cmr'sectlrfty ahd biir blind, ^e 
asked for the *^ evidence of facts,** When they 
were notorious to all Europe but oui*selves ; und 
we asked it froAi a irikn who Sought ottir ^iistrice 
alid supiporl^ "v^hile conscious of poVers wKich 
made hifn independent of thefli. 

His first measure in thfe w^r which dii^tied on 
the rupture of the peace of AmieM, was one of 
vindictive vetigeance for the affront he had re- 
ceived from Erigland, and of treason against tlie 
good faith and social confideAce of Europe. 

The arrest df all English travellers found on 
the Continent, clutthg a mpfeent of peace, was 

F 4 
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a flagrant breach of i^e law of nations, and an 
inboient dcmtempt of the rights of those countries 
who wereiyetwUlmglo believe thfeteiiselTe& inde- 
p^iident This event, in 1803, drove back all 
the English who esceqfyed his bonds to their 
idand^ amd to the duties which its dangers aind 
its defence required of them. An - entire 'Sepa- 
ration now again took/ place .between ithe< two 
countriesi until- England, in 1814, headed the 
jvanguard of cambined and indignant Europe 
.iurtl^ente-tassertioii ofiher independence, and 
, isb : her jtriumphant ^^itrj into ike capital of her 
:x^reasorr h..i ^^-; •. ; \; - .--ir - : ..■•' . = i [ 
t iDuring the eleven intervening years, in spite 
. of the ; perpetuaji wax which tlo^ boundless am- 
bitiQJi.ipf. Bonapaite^ an4 hisiintolecable preten- 
sions on other countries, entailed oa France, ahe 
bad njftde rapid strides in industry, and m. the 
flaews pf supplying herself with every thing 
T^rhiqh tiie nai^taken policy of her leader pre- 
vented her fropi = receiving from; other lands^ At 
the i^ine. time, every ei^deavour was made on 
his part, by recalling and encouraging internal 
luxury and expense, to vivify her own peculiar 
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maaufactui^s, and» by great and well directed 
public works, to, employ every arm not included 
in the military conscription of the year*: 

Vast buildings and vast demolitions, for>,oru^ 
ment as well as for coiivenience, projected and 
prosecuted while he was leading the conquering 
armies of France abroad^ were, the mcains of 
securing his absolute power at home. - The same 
principle of national vanity, which gloried in 
these expenses, afterwards allowed him to assume 
a title, of which Ae already possessed the power, 
but which was new and gratifying to the nation. 
The establishment of the Imperial Court, ^aiid 
that with which he sunronndi^ every meiK^er of 
his family, was more numerous, more expeipsive, 
and more magnificent, than that of any of his 
legitimate predecessors. : ' ^^ • 

Many ridiculous particililars are related of the 
rigid etiquettes exacted and observed by the 
persons he appointed to th^ ^tate offices 5f the 
Crown, who seemed to conceive that their cor- 
rect observance of all the ceremonial of their 
offices supplied every deficiency in their oWn 
habits, and made them every thing that the 
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fert»6r possessors df the same t>ffiGes t^uld have 

' But thegreafc iiiibi: fakdbelf ju%ed wiseLy,^ ihst 
4if T9i^ ^i)y ^he dazzlmg' fariMiancy bf a numerous 
^[liiiinrt l^eaib 3ie ccndB sddne hope to dttract andratt- 
4aich sBme <^4Eh0se;iwhohaxi; be^ii brou^t bp in 
'tbe idlia> thafc the glory of their- country and their 

court was oiie and the same thing, asdibumdit 
4iow fflbonvefliinity » ^ell as diflSciilt; tosfefpdrate 
tihe tt^dtsasj HowjiistlyB<im&parte^ci!ilated 
iMk ii(ese ieffects, rianid h6w d»3y he ^appreciated 
'file fld\^aiitaiges iil^ iineant toi dr ^ rfrom ttem^ are 
^Mteirs^fy'detailedih a letter tof^4meh6, while His 
itiiilist^ of police, nnlS09, to^^kom he says^£), 
'ii^"/fe vtfils Wi^ie^ tpar-m^ ][iremiOT p^^e, 

. ikY NotiLe&is strange to some of his .enriched marshals, was 
the magnificence they saw around them m their newly fur- 
^«HhiedlJdte!fe'lft-p4rai' tH& Mstkdtiale D**clfe Dt^kt^g, 

cbal (Le Fevre) was a seneant in the ranks, remarked on 
the inutilrty ot tne quantity of books sne saw in their 
fflbrftpj^V'^^W'ta^n iMA n^im\i}sis^ljkiuHeT*J et mcwV^ nfe 

(2) Bihli^otheque Historique, v. 10. cahier 6., publiished 
at' Mis/' Ihe" IW Nov. 'igl^^ contains tti^ wliole le'tter 
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** miUe sept cents quatre )[^mgte huiiis demtod'^s 
" que m'ont adressfes di*ns mes voya^ges, «t Si 
^* dilS&ent i|)€Kjues, des individus qui -dSstteiit 
** des places dans: mkimman^ on dafas cfelkftdes 
" princes. J'ai fait » 6carMr dims le. tdmfe tcmties 
« cdles qui ii*etoifeiit pas admiftrfbles. II Vagit 
^* de^ faire tm nhbix jfiartiii ces^ diadhuiinCenfe 
"<* ^ersbimes.'V " . !'::■ • •.!:• ::.. > - •/ i-fi .•- 
Talleyrand's adidce ihxitannlael^ wKch he sends 
along Avith the list^ '■ he does lidt thiakt isufflcfelit 
to settle his ^nioA. Hfe then gfl^Fouob^ his 
own ideas on the i^uljject j on the formatidn Md 
4;he jpurpcfses ^k &mr% 6n the dlwardefc^rfe tJefeSs- 
.sliiry to support and iid^fmr it^ and dA what^ be 
expects of the pef isloinfit he i^oints* He - 1^411 
have nobody without fortune, as he does not 
inean to giV6 V^blar sidMestd atfjr b^ 
of bis palace. *rJe veux feir^ soirtii: de9 pr^ 
" vinc^s c^ i*ifs»eWfs 'qtii ^iWe demand'fent <fes 
" places a genoux, qui &nt assi€ger les poites de 
" mes anticfaambres par leur protecteurs, et 
^t qui affectent plibli(5filenfient de d6^^er lefs 
" faveurs du gouvememeiit.......Les ofliciers du 

"palais feront une service aupr^s des irois et 
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" des princes etrangers, lorsqu'il en viendra a 
" la coiir. Je les destine a remplir des missions 
** de p^u d'importance dans les cours etrang^res, 
"II faut des hommes qui soient jeunes, et 
" d'tine physique agre^le, qui aient de belles 
" manieres, aflh ' que lea etrangers prennent de 
« nos moeurs une id6e avantageuse. Des gens 
" de la cour qui plai'seiit au premier coup-d*oeil 
" sont plud- utiles k servir certains int^r^ts 
" politiques; qu'ttti CSia(ncelier Oxenstiem s'il 
•* 6toit borgnie ou bolteux. La moitie des 
" princes dd PEurope vi^ arriver ^ Paris j leurs 
« yeux sont acctTutum^s a^dii^ de prds j P^clat de 
" la cour ftht plus id^iitipi-essibn sur leur esprit, 
" que" lei pltfs'bellefi' n^j^ciatiotis du ministre 
" des affaifei^lStf^Wgfetes (TdBeyrand), dont ils se 
"-d^fieiit/''^ 'He't?h^ritMlS']^ou6h6 that, from this 
fatrm ^iy£ pkp^^^ *H6' mrust make' him a list of 
three br'fburhuWdr^d persons, with exact details 
of their*' ag^;' fbrtiiiie,' meiltal tod personal 
qualities, and ^bf 'thih:^ niorkl character. Their 
claiiiis frorii having orcctipied placeis in the for- 
mier Court, br from ancient birth, ivhich many of 
them put forward, he does ilot mean to take into 
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account: but, "comme ily, a question de yiyre 
" a la cour, il faut des personmes qui aient(V^us 
" dans la bonne compagnie^' > ^. .,4 • " Qu'Us,3fegiret- 
" tent ou non Tancijen regime, c^a^m'est egrf >J «n 
" nous voyant de ■. pr^s, ils verTOjit que upus 
" valons mieux que ce qu'ilsDnt;perdUfc.*%;n4.*^f Je 
** ne suis pas f^qhe de faire t^ip^ tou$ ceis .fila- 
" baudeurs, ou de lea faire .cJiang^t:deT.l8.n* 
" guage." He thea gives a list of certain tflapaes 
of persons he had known -in the pi:oymce6^ j^nd 
desires an enquiry to be made ^s tp,w^i^ they 
had been doing during the cpaa^ujajtet :,!$§, ^ds 
other names recommepfiediby Caip^g^c^^gs, japd 
some by his iixpth,9r,,^nd tbei^ s*<yj^|,V I)ite^;i(iQi 
" ce que c'est que Me^s. deXwvois, St^ rf^ujj^e^ 
" Juste de NoaiJles Ippntav^t, Qxf inmon^ .^^logf* 
" Chabot, VieuyiUe," &C;. accompgJ^ji^ Jby ^^^y 
other of the first, fapulies of Fir^uMe. J?e^(4esir!?i^ 
him to confine hiipaiself striptly tQ th^petitiws he 
sends him : ** Je ne yeu:?^ nomjjneir^pqy^Qnnej q|:(i. j^ 
" Pait demands et iqeme solicit^,,. jVpu^poi^r*? 
" sur votre liste tQutes . les . p€?rsQi;ines , j^ecoip- 
" mandees par l'Impei:a,trice Jof^^phine, ,^t,p3i: Ja 
<< Reirie Hortense." 
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l^othmg cm more strongly masik ike character 
of !9oii^parte^s mind atid politics than this letter, 
and the whole of the tfan^^i^on. Nothing could 
be better imsgine^ or more expedient in his 
cifrcumst^ncei ^^^<ar4s;the nation he had to do 
with, than what he pro^poses, and his whole view 
of the subject ; at the- same timef nothipg more 
entirely without that sentiment of individual 
honour, which, not; feeling himself, he seemed 
anxious to destroy or^ stifle in others. The task 
was not diflScult. It would be curious to see 
Fouche's Memmfj which- ^9?as ord^ed' to be 
ready for the* fir$t *^ eonseil de ma maison'* tp 
lyhich h^ should^ call: him at the end of ttie 
months Vr the abhor^ed^ degraded Fouche-s Re- 
port on the charactei-j vie**, tonduet, iiind mim-^ 
ners ^df hiajf* the first nam^ df France, thenim^de 
depfendent (Ai, a strokfe of^ his pen fbr the ac- 
complishmeiit of theit wishes; in attaching them 
to that very palate Where many of them have 
since figured, as the devotfed courtiers of the 
Bourbons. 

The licence which had taken place in France, 
during the twelve first years of her revolution — 
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the professed disregard ^tp, all religion^ and the 
public neglect of ajl its rites fr-p*Fe»tel'i autho- 
rity Qonsid^red as ino<Hapatible with itbjB/.dignity 
of freq-bqrn man^ aud tioke indissohibility of mar- 
riage as a Sitill more ii^ufferable badge of former 
slaveiry^ -r-r^ thepe sentimwtSr spread* and were 
commumcatj^d with the §ag§i?>egs of pi:oselytism 
to all the adjaceot = countries : political . free- 
dom seemed tp b^, cpiisider^d as necessarily 
accompanied by* moral lUpenqe^ The opinions 
of Europe /A^ J regenerjatf^j . we;?e ^ newnproof 
how vmdii) fa^t^ber^rjB^str^y; men ^ we at first liable 
to go on prinpipl^s fojidawientlyrighlti than on 
thp^e fundamentally: wjRWg. ■ : • Xn ,ihe presenfc in- 
stance, no ipipflig^pyjjQ^'imfti^iperaii^OtiCorruption 
of .p3;inp^ples,:,i,nQotyi^w»pal ^(^Tim^t:^ of .mkrs, 
nor any basen,^?ft;9f^^bj]^^i5J^ tbeir^ffpbj^cts, 
during thQ^TfOifstjp^iod? of^jfpiinpr.FreaaiC^.his-. 
tq^y, e(juallse4 t^ft pf>ils-5y.ccpp^ive revQlujtiiqnary 
goyevnnjeptf . 1 B^t^^Jt nq.,^e^^?^s.^th0,4an|p iof 
reason or jl^e. . inspiratipps of truth, extinct 
Thousands, whilst patiently suffering, were assi- 
duously cultiy^Jting ppwers of mind, and prose- 
cuting the acquisition of tajents, which supported 
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them under oppression, atid rendered them back 
to their country, when in a state to apprefciate 
' their merits, with purified minds, Cultivated intel- 
lects, and improved characters: many had been 
obfiged td ireciii* t6 the ex6i^6is(^ 'atid im'prt)VemeM 
of those talents, for the means of breiad; all 
had been witnesses of sucK^wful changes m\h!e 
social eiciStehce of niati, accbthpahied by such 
severie inflictions bn thfeit own personal ienjoy- 
ments, as necessarily turned their minds' irom 
the inteitoui-Wbf a Woi^'d iit'^hlch 'they fofind 
nothing but tfeverses'and critti'6s, tcryeek climf&rt 
and ^p^ort in thfe bosbnis oJT their own families. 
At the- very moment, thereifore, when tlie^riio^ 
offensive Kc^rice Wsts t&l^rated by the ' public 
morals of^' the ddy, S, great^ a wholesomeV'and a 
radical rfefbi'm, was acfealfy taking place in tlie 
donlektic iiabits aricl feelings <3f France. 

From the aboliti6n of all convents and other 
seminaries * for' education, the early yoiith of 
children was passed with their parents. ' Dhfirig 
the three long years of the reign of teirVor, re- 
tiretnent arid Irisfghificance aSbrdeid the only 
means of safety ; re-umons m society were fore- 
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gone, and habits acquired of living much at 
home, in the hope of being forgotten rather 
than distinguished. WJiile thousandaof blood- 
stained hands were crowding the many theatres 
of Palis, botii there and in the, provincial towns 
they were almost entirely deserted by their 
former frequenters, — every body was too much 
occupied with fears of the present, or with hopes 
of the . future, to make further excitement 
necessary.^ 

As before thi^ tipae -the revolution, and all its 
accompanying. evils,haid faJlen pn every order 
of the state, and crushed and idi$jointed every 
spring which had hitherto held them together ; 
so the soci|il exi^tepcp and habits of every order 
had undergone ^.n essential change. When the 
" disjecta membra^\ of society were qoUeicted to- 
gether by the st^ng arm of the Imperial govern- 
ment, this change was perhaps more remarkable 
in the middle and lower dasses of society, than 
among those who had now placed themselves 
in the upper rank. 

The whole host of artisans employed before 
the revolution in the service of luxury, all the 

G 
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great professors of fashion in dress and orna^ 
ment, were formerly self-important characters — 
individuals often ludicrously distinguished by 
their high opinion of themselves, and their ex- 
aggerated ideas of the importance of their own 
particular art A fashionable milUner or mantua- 
maker generally exhibited on her own person 
a sample of an elegant dishabille, or a demi- 
toilette, in which their customers sometimes found 
it difficult to rival the easy grace with which it 
was worn by its inventor. These artistes often 
found in the boudoirs of the ladies to whom they 
were exposing their goods, the sanxe cavaliers 
who were sometimes not less well received in 
their own, and who perhaps had charmed the 
dull hours of previous labour, by their gallant 
conversation, and assisted by their taste in the 
composition of the very fashion which they 
were now called on to judge and to approve. 

These priestesses of fashion were always sur- 
rounded by a crowd of el^ves, who often rivalled 
their instructress in charms and gentillesse, and 
aspired to all her accomplishments. On their 
personal attractions she often counted more 
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than on their professional talents; a seat next 
the window to the street, in a fashionable shop, 
was the ambition of all its inmates, and the 
reward of the favoured few. Good conduct 
was no more looked for behind their counters, 
than in the coulisse of the opera ; indeed, the one 
was often a preparatory step to the other. The 
revolution swept away from the surface of re^ 
publican France all these self-conceited persons, 
together with their, more uselessly self-conceited^ 
employers. Mile. Martin, who for almost half 
a century had improved the complexions of all 
the courts of Europe by her unrivalled rouge, 
lived to see the day when herself and her comr 
modity were equally proscribed. To have been 
suspected of wearing it, or of living by its 
means, during the reign of terror, would have 
been equally dangerous ; and she and her rouge 
disappeared together, till called forth again to 
the Consular Court of Bonaparte, where the 
much more moderate use of her cosmetic must 
have left strong prejudices in her mind, in 
favour of the old regime, and of the old toilette, 
of which she herself, at past eighty, exhibited a 
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dample^^ ia a high-powdered head, a small hafc 
placpd.on the summit of it, a hoop, and high- 

J^eled shoes.(l) . ,^ 

. Xhe whole legal administration of the opera, 

and the privileges attached to it, seemed to have 

,^?en especially contrived to keep up a focus of 

profligacy, and to offer a reward to misconduct 

^d licentiousness in the lower orders of the 

female world. A reception on the establishment 

fif the opera, either a,s a singer or as a dancer, 

although, of the lowest order, and receiving no 

.emolument, took the person so received entirely 

out pf the power of their pa,rents, and made them 

.independent of ev^ry control but that of the 

^ ^administration of the opera, which, it may^ be , 

j^ea^y. supposed^ was npt severe on the score of 

. pprvJuct The consequences were inevitable : it 

became the refuge of all the profligate, f^rom 

it^ ranks were chiefly selected those courtesans, 

whom the fashion of the day allowed to brave 

pubHc decency by their extravagant expenditure, 

_ ostentatiously exhibiting on every occasion a 

(1) In this costume the author saw her at Paris, in the 
year 1802. 
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magnificence in dress and equipage unattainable 
by honek rneanS^ (1 ) • tivvJOihg oniS atnother itt tfce 
stfms allowed them, and the ruin they sooti en- 
tailed on those who from taste or vanity pai'chasnfetl 
their favours, arid the honour of being kndWn to 
supply their uricontrblled extravagaiice. 

Nor was thd opera the only prejiaratdry schdol 
for such characters : * the Heroines of all the 
theatres were supposecl equally readyfbr't'he Same 
preferment — ^^althougH ^heir being 'ci)nsta[t(tly^in 
ttie liabit of exprgssihg all tlie delic^cfes of sdn- 
tiiiient, anaall tlie struggles of virtu^ and honoiir, 
might have teen suppoi^ed to 'have ink^e them 
more sensible to bof h iii tHeir bwri cJotidubt. ' ' 

How mucii ihetf ^ profl igaVe^ liVes injui^ed ' tJieir 
talents, some 'among themselve^'had the jgood 
sense to discover. MadetnoiSelle Clairori, in 
the interesting account- sh^* had' given of her 

(1 ) On Thursday of the Holy Week, 1775, at Lorigchamp, 

' *^ Mle. Da TH^^ iV ^^'MV^oh>dk^'tia^^ortVL^em^ktke, 

.«.ettfelteide> ^m jthtmrn^ 4«^tT M b^^Sj^^tqif^^de 

. " marroquin J)leu recouvert de plaques d'acier poli, qui 

*< r^fl^chissoient les rayons du soleil de toutes parts." — 

Lettres Secretes et Politiques, &c. torn. i. p. 272. 
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life ^^.d of her; ^t,. although pyetendipg .^ no 
farther purity herself than that pf being faithful 
tfi one lover, very, justly urges ,the impossibility 
pf passing the wJ^ole of life, ii^ dej^radiflg 
society, except the hour on th^ sta^;, ^uring 
. which actresses are palled pii to transform th^m- 
selves into the representatives and the orjg^n 
of the mpst elevated sentiments and the nijost 
ArirtuQus sacrifices ! — But neither France , nor 
Jlngland had at ttiat time see^, or. seen .enough 
.to belieye in, the union of g^e^t th^atric^l tajejixts 
yiti) purity of manners, j^j^ pru/denpe qf cpndi^qt 
In FrancCi indeed, such union must h^e fceen 
long retarded, and rendered difficult. J>yj the 
shameful prpjudice^ mt^r^^ixi^^j^ P}f^^^ PP}^i^^ 
against the> professioi) of ,the tbeatrp, — ^prejudices 
r which were sanctioi;ied by the : la)vs, by the ex- 
.clysion of actors from all the, rights of citizen- 
ship, and from all the benefits of their religion. 
WhUe remaining in the exercise of their profes- 
sion, th^ were ; excommunicated from their 
.church J and any gentleman's son becoming a 
, comedian was, by the act itself, disinherited. 
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Mademoiselle Glairon: having the bdnour and 
the interests of the profession, to which she was 
a distinguished ornament, much at heart, and 
flattered by the social distinction \rhich her 
great talents had procured iboT' her,, made a vain 
attempt (as. isiweU known),, in? the reign of 
Louis XV., to restore ; her f^low-suffer^^: to 
the rights of other citisiens.. Having retired for 
a time from the theatre^, where her: loss wal; irre* 
parable to the public, she mad© her return to 
the stage dependent on her success in obtain- 
ing the removal of the excommunication of the 
church. 

Colle, a dramatic author of considerable 
talent *, and otherwise of respectable cbatacter^ 
whom one might suppose, from his necessary- 
connexion with actors, rather to favour their 
pretensions than to crush them, thus speaks^ of 
Mademoiselle Clairon's attempt, aiad his opinion 
of its propriety : — " Elle demandoit qu'on lev^t 
" ?excommunication dont l'6glise s*est toujours 
" aide contre ces messieurs : qu*ils fussent 

* Author of the Partie de Chasse d'Henri IV. 
* G 4 
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<<(tre& titojrens ^ et qu'one'aiicienne ordonnance 
I'ide.ncB roisi qW; permefc?aux pites de famUle 
*f de d^b^riter teurs ^axSms, pbirr cause ' d^his- 
^^itfionage, flit abolie." ' ■-■ 

" Mds quand ils auroient obtenus des^ lettres 
^pateoteB du roi; pour iStreiirnireatt db§ autres 
•Icitciyensj qu^ind ces kttiies auroient 6te en- 
^■^ regi^6es auK parlement ; auroient-ils par U 
*^ detruit F<^iiiiaiii^publique?; En seroient-ilft 
^te^t^A 'mains infames dans I'idee de toute la 
*<<«atiob? £n ^upposaat mgme ^que ce soit un- 
*^ pr^ug6j son extinjCtion peut-elle 6tre . op(§r4e 
<^pardes lettres patentes> et par I'arretqui les 
t««ar6gisti?e? ♦ ---^. .. 
{ ^fje ne pmrle pali ici de I'atteinte qui pouvoit 
^'douher aux moeura le conaentement du r<H, 
** contre Topinion g6nerale, II tfest pas neces- 
*f saire dlemployer de nouveaux vehiciiles pour 
M adieverde corromfMre enti^rementnosmoeurs."* 

Thui^ wrote, tod thus thought^ a dramatic 
aaiiioi! in the year I766 ; —thus lately were these 
disgraceful prejudices entertained, even by in- 

* Journal Historique de C0II6, toiii. iiL p. 248. 
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morale trutii, of seatiment and of -eondiajct^eon'- 
fi)tinded and buried under a load of absurd asd 
arbiteaiy contradictions^, between the practice <rf 
society and the principles on which it wasicoti*- 

? -The Memoirs rlafcely published under the nanpe 
of the ^* Comtesse dU'Bam/'4*rt(their not being^ 
cdmposed in their present form l^ her is little td 
the purpose, the facAs havitig been alreiady knowtt^ 
jfrom various oth^r sources,) — these Memoirs 
sfcow to whafe^^ coBidittoiiia.gTeatv^^pcJWerfuly intel- 
ligent *peoJ>le'inary>^fei>rediiK!:^,' by- haiasttgi^o 
ittetittitio*!^ toi re^ut' to— na barriers^ to secii9*e 
— no examples to encourage — no rem^mfbrierjces 
td '^)pose to the decrees of a pbor degi*adfed 
prince, fallen intof tiie Imnds of the vilest aiid' 
roost coiiteAiptifolfe of his* subjects/; Theyiesr-^ 
bitoit^ a frightful picture of the FrfascH j naticm; 
^vemed by a ©uCj d^ Aigu^on, at ihe head of 
hetiforeign aflBlirs^ -^u man publicly dishosioufed 
by ^ihe first tribunal of his country^ iiidebted 
forf his impunity; to an extraordinaryjexeriiott 
of arbitrary power in the soverei^i, andindivi- 
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dually odious for the vindictive tyranny of his 
private character ; — by a Chancellor, Maupeou, 
whose violent measures had brought into con- 
tempt even the institutions which had hitherto 
been considered as the least contaminated; — by 
an Abbe Terray, who, at the head of her 
finances, allowed the general bankruptcy of the 
state to be hurried on by boundless extravagance, 
and by a compliance with the most unblushing 
demands for the vilest purposes; — by a Due, 
de la VriQiere, contemptible even to his con- 
temptible associates, whose base subservience in 
the issue of lettres de cachet placed the personal 
diberty of every individual in their hands. These 
persons, intrusted with the interests of a great 
country, thus obeying every dictate, complying 
with every fancy, and in fact holding their 
power from a woman raised from the lowest 
Tanks of profligacy, professing no virtue but an 
absence of hypocrisy, and pretending to no merit 
but that of not persecuting worth or talents as 
long as they kept out of the way. Such a history of 
isuch a crisis, and of such characters, may surely 
he regarded as a politically moral work; for 
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what incentive can be so strong, what motives so 
pressing, to consolidate a constitutional govern- 
ment? — a government depending on institu- 
tions, and not on individuals ; and securing, as 
far as human foresight can secure, from the daa- 
ger of falling again under the degrading profli- 
gacy of a Louis XV., the ruinous .despotism of 
a Bonaparte, or the still more dreadful anarchy 
and excesses, to which all misgovernment must 
inevitably lead. 
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;ptJROPE DECEIVED BY THE MISCONDUCT OF THE 

-?.;!.'• >■■'..■• '..■■\ •: -...}• i'^' ■•.::■: I'u. ... .'-in,' » 

FRENCH REVOLUTION, AS TO THE REAL INTENTIONS 

AND WILL OF T'HE ' NXtlOTT. — THE EI^FECTS "OF 

>'^^HBIR SUCCESSIVE iWlSttOV^AWMElJTS. --^'ChViiilSfJJF 

}r»iB0]^AFAilTE'S F^ftST ST^I?* WP Ji^fQTiC.TqiW^^rr 

. DIFFICULTY O? THE COUNTRY RECOVERING FROM 

y ■.; •. . ■ '. -T , ^ .-,:..■. .,■; ..■:,.• ,|.' ^. 

THE DAZZLING EFFECTS OF HIS MILITARY GLORY. 

MISTAKEN VIEWS ON HIS FALL. — !hiS SOCIAL CMA- 
• :ilACTER. ;— ' ITS EPFECT18 ON HIS CONtiSSffl^dllARPES, 
- AND aN FR4:NCEr r- HO PABJOJLEL.BETM^EE^I B^ ,^£^ 
, ^ .CROMWELL. ..;.:• 

The follies;' the eitcesses, the atrocities which 
accompanied^ the fiitkt peridcl of thfe JPrfendft Ifetto- 
lutibn seemed to deceive Europe as to the teal 
sisite of the hatioiial mind and character'. The 
'puerilities whibh often deterniined their rfidst 
serioiis disciissiOhs, in cofi^eqaeiice of the inifericy 
of 'their political existence; thd otitrages afid 
the licence which disgraced aH 'fhiefr -^(jyptilir 
movemeiil's, often pfddeeding from an ill-calta- 
lated opposition to theirjust'deriiati^d^i aAd^ abtfve 
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all, that total want of faith on both sides, which 
mutually (and too justly) prevented all con- 
fidence in the concessions pf the one party, or 
in the demands of the other ; — these combined 
causes, acting on a lively, intelligent, and excit- 
able people, consigned them, during the first 
twelve yeaj's of emancipation from their, old 

^ammels, to the anarchical rule of a succession 
of despicable demagogues. From these they 
took refuge in the temporar}'^ and disjointed 
government of an insufficient Directory,. wlK)se 
excessive miisrule, and the general disorganis- 
ation which was its consequence, so6ti' bB%ed 
them to accept with gr^|:itu'4e|the^.{>r<^t^c^ 
airm of a,i:bjitrary pow:^!), ^n4 i^llj^^^j^o^^^^ei^^^ 
\^th acclaipation 3] mOitaijy deppyjtism, mvic^ 
more efficiefltt, in, it? poA^^rjg^rfd ineanp p^^pp^r^^^ 

j^ion: thafi that .\yhich they l^ad ^^^^^ 
tii^ix d^^zled eye^, ,|in^ flattered yan^^^ 

:.>y^th gwope pi;9strate^,^^fo^e^^^^^^^^ 

.IpjjL^ir^g th^^ i^rm^j^o deppcj^^h^^^ of md^pen^- 

But, under all these successions of folly and of 
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criirie, of frightful licence and of base submis- 
sion, of wild visions of impossible freedom, and 
of tame obedience to despotic power, — still the 
universal intention of the nation — its general 
mll^-^WBS one and the same, from its first eman- 
cipation in the States-General of 1789, through 
all the eventful changes of its Republican, 
Directorial, Consular, Imperial, and restored 
governments. It willed a general participation 
in the political, as well as the social existence of 
the country — a deliverance from all monopoly, 
and all privilege, and security against all great 
concentrations either of power or of property* 
These it sought with all the ardour of novelty, all 
thefickleriess of inexperience, and all the credulity 
of self-sufficiency and vanity. But still it sought 
them ; while Europe, deceived by its excesses, 
and by the versatility of its submission, persisted 
in considering it as a revolted, and not as a re- 
generated people. Hence, in the various coali- 
tions in favour of the Bourbons, both before and 
after the dissolution of the monarchy, the nation 
seemed never to have been considered as a 
contracting party. Such coalitions, therefore. 
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succeeded in nothing, but uniting the most dis- 
cordant elements, and riveting one only and 
supereminent will — that of independence. 

The profligate manners, the absence of all 
moml truth, and the neglect of ail religious 
principle, which had long preceded the revolu- 
tion, now acted on minds emancipated from 
every control both human and divine : all aimed 
at power by excesses in conduct, and by exag- 
gerations in opinion; and France, for some 
time, exhibited a state of society unheard of in^ 
any civilised country, — a succession of crimes 
and cruelties in those obtaining an ephemeral 
rule in the government, which it is difficult to, 
credit, and of subjection to their will, to which' 
it is hardly possible to suppose any people in- 
fatuated enough to submit. The country and, 
provinces deluged by their satellites, and by the* 
idle and worthless, who, in the general disor- 
ganisation of all wholesome government, pre- 
tended to be their agents, and acted in their 
name.fl) 

(1) Vidocq tells us, that at Brussels, in the year 1794, he 
received from another knave like himself, •< nonr pas un 
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The sufferings entaUed by emigration, the 
exertions and the privations which it made 
necessary, and the virtues which it elicited, — the 
dreadful scenes witnessed by those who more 
manfully remained at their post, — the loss of 
friends, of fortune, and of consequence — an 
existence which no innocence could ensure, no 
justice defend, which was oflen a prolonged 
agony of day afler day passed in the. shadow of 
death, — through this long series of sufferings 
and of crimes, Providence, by the inscrutable 
ways, against which we so oflen revolt in their 
progress towards ends, of whose benevolence 

" brevet, mais une feuille de route de sous-lieutenant 
« de 6"** Chasseurs, voyagant avec son cheval, ayant droit 
** au logeihent et aux distributions. C'est ainsi que je me 
" trouvois incorpor^ dans cette arm^ roulantCy compos^e 
** d*officiers sans brevet, sans troupe, qui, muni de faux 6tats, 
^ et de fausses feuilles de route, en imposoient d'autant 
*^ plus facilement aux commissaires des guerres, qu'il y 
"avoit moins d'ordre k cette ^poque dans les administrations 
** militaires. Ce qu'il y a de certain, c*est que dans une 
^ tourn6e que nous f f mes dans les Pays-Bas nous touchames 
<* partout nos rations, sans qu'on fit la moindre observation- 
Cependant Varmde roulante n'^toit pas alors compost 
" de moins de deux milles aventuriers, qui vivoient la^ 
** comme le poisson dans Teau." — Vidocq, vol. i. p. 74- 
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even put . lifl^ited .capacities ^cap^^tj^vpid ^WJig 
aware. Providence thus prepared ^,gr(^,peoplp 
for liber^ a»d prosperity^ as sooi^.jats ^thgy h^ 
learnt to merit, aujj wer^e.^qap^ble iO/>.pif€3?i?gflg 
^uqb. blessings. ^ , _.^ v ,^ , . ,, Mj.f , .;, 

. The disgraceful exce^^ and. mc»»trous mj[ne&, 
whigh bad ^fiqpmp^^ : ,1^be prpf^^s^d 4iS)M^ 
in, 9,11 rel^gipn, aEw^ thp/jieglect/of iWffgrpr^ptiQft 
and^yery pp^piplq jofXbristianity# l^a^* during 
their. ;^uffering^ served to feclaimithem, ^^ 
to re-attach the^l to the diviue truths *^f ti|^^ 
Catholic religion, . pujified froqa n>?uiy. of r.its 
superstitious pbservances, md mupliojf!, itSr^r 
tolerance. 

The sale pf the confiscated property, appro- 
priated by. the naticm^ bad interested th<^6ands 
in the peace, welfare, and strength of the ^statte. 
The most actlvje pf ^ incit^jmeats,4bat of ipydi- 
vidual property, was given to industry. • ft fe- 
assumed a wholesome activity, eveh under the 
mUit^ry d€isp9(ltispi^ of ,.J^paaparte^. and. aU.. the 
smaller provincial towns and villages wore a new 
aspect. The cultivatibn and improveineht of 
their own field pr garden, tljue^rei^bidli of 

H 
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their own house, or the extending their traffic, 
was prosecuted with an activity and an inteUi- 
gence, unknown while they depended for aid, 
advancement, or protection, on a Seigneur j occa- 
sionally inhabiting the chateau of their village, 
or on the Commandant du Rot of their town. 
Conscious of their own rights, and of an equality, 
which, however abused, they fully resolved never 
to forego ; all the former self-sufficient airs of 
the professors of the arts of luxury, all the idle 
pretensions of forfeited nobUity, and of former 
magnificence, were forgotten in the newly ac- 
quired dignity of the citizens of a free state, of 
which, under whatever tyranny or misrule, they 
stiH believed themselves possessed. 

Meanwhile a new generation arose, to whom 
the abuses of the old monarchy, the assembly of 
the notables, the states-general, and the declar- 
ation of tibe rights of mai), were already history* 
They were bom to ideas of liberty and equality^ 
and rose to manhood in a military world, led by 
a conquering chief. They saw every thing attain- 
able by military prowess, and if they felt the iron 
arm of despotic power, its grasp was sanctioned 
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by success, and concealed by laurels. The long 
probation of France was not yet finished; its 
regeneration was not yet complete. After hav- 
ing undergone all the horrors of anarchy, and 
all the degradation of a weak government, it had 
how to suffer from all the dearly bought honours 
"^^itf a powerful military d^potism: vaiuty, yet 
uncorrected arid an undue appreciation of mili- 
tary glory, delivered it up, the willing instrument 
of the wildest ambition, and of the most pro- 
fligate abuses of power, until indignant Europe 
united, if hot to correct, at least to deprive it 
of the power of doing mischief. 

As the various exaggerated schemes of liberty, 
and attempts at a republican constitution, during 
the first twelve years of the revolution, ended in 
a military despotism, — so the military despotism, 
after threatening universal empire, and inun- 
dating Europe with blood, ended in bringing: the 
ravages of war into their own provinces, settling 
an army of occupation on their frontiers, sub- 
jecting them to an imposition of seven hiitidred 
millions of francs, and necessitating the return 
o^ their former dynasty. 



100 

' But their noviciate was now performed; their 
probation was over ; their sufferings at an end. 
They were now called to admit a representative 
government, and a constitutional monarchy, re- 
constructed on the improved principles of the 
times. They might now have made their own 
terms with their restored monarch, and added to 
tlie charter, which he wisely volunteered, what- 
;ever they had thought necessary for the further 
security of their freedom. They might now 
fhave distinctly stated, that they received the 
charter as a compact between the king ahd the 
people, containing the terms on which they 
agreed to receive again the House of Bourbon 
as their Sovereigns: — terms to which the King, 
in the circumstances in which he wais placed, 
must have acceded. But, by allowing him the 
initiative in these terms, to which no objection 
was made, the restored Prince doubted not that 
he already possessed within himself, and had it 
in his gift to bestow, what, in fact, now, for the 
first time, devolved on the nation — the power 
of choosing its own government It was for the 
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Nation to have offered to Royalty all the rights 
it could harmlessly exercise, and to have sur- 
rounded it with " all the pomp, pride, and cir- 
cumstances'* with which it has ever been found 
necessary to decorate and to conceal the insigni- 
ficance and the deficient education of hereditary 
princes. These decorations France, of all other 
countries, would have been the most liberal to 
bestow, from taste as well as from habit. But 
she was, at that moment, unfortunately situated 
either for asserting her own rights or those of 
others. Her country was occupied by foreign 
armies ; her capital full of foreign princes ; who, 
after having destro}^ed, for their own sakes, the 
despot of Europe, would have seen, with no 
partial or protecting eye, the sober assertion of 
rights originating with the people : — a source 
of power of which none of them had, at that 
time, allowed the legitimacy. Among their 
ministers and counsellors no character started 
up, at once wise and bold enough to warn them 
how much the future peace, and well-being of 
Europe, was likely to depend on the permanent 

H 3 
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settlement :of France. They, therefore, con* 
curred in a restoration of the banished family^ 
but left the conditions on which it was to take 
place to be settled by those the mostimn«iec|iately 
concerned in it The King believed that h^ 
had the power, as well as the right, to bestow 
what portion of liberty he considered as comn 
patible with his authority, and the nation felt 
that it had a right to every thing it deemed 
necessary to its independence. 

. The fifteen following years, therefore, were;. 
on the one side, a vain and fruitless endeavour 
to repossess the monarch of his former power, ^t 
the least possible expense of exploded principles, 
detected errors, and obnoxious privile^ j a 
constant struggle to avoid following up the 
liberal spirit of the charter : on the other.fade, 
a continued jealousy of infringement on the 
principles of the charter, and a suspicion of the 
ultimate intentions even. ogf beneficial jneasures. , 

The great moral deficiency, an indifference to- 
truth and good faith, ^dll spreading its baneful 
influesQtoe 4iround, and destroying confidence/ itij 
all; sentiments. professed) and all arrangenpqtt^ju 
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proposed by both parties, whUe both stUl betrayed 
an almost equal ignorance of the wholesome 
administration of a representative government* 
Hence, instead of being occupied in the discus- 
sion of any great national measures, or of the 
many internal regulations required by the 
country, and necessary to the creation of a 
public opinion — their political parties are re- 
duced to a perpetual warfare in their daily pub- 
lications. Here, their natural quickness, and 
facility in writing, allows them to indulge them- 
selves and their readers in endless forms of abuse 
and recrimination, felt by all but believed by 
none. In recapitulating excellent principles of 
government, to which neither party adhere, and 
which their opponents generally refute, by re- 
calling and citing directly opposite opinions in 
their own anterior writings. 

From this interminable dilemma, in which a 
want of plain dealing has placed them, it might 
swm that nothing but great political convulsions 
could extricate. Happily, however, thirty years 
of revolution have not been lost on the nation, 
wljatever they may have been on its statesmen* 

H 4 
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The nation, under all the political changes it 
has undergone, has continued in a state of pro- 
gressive advancement in industry, in information, 
in the acquisition of property, and of intelligence 
in its management. Informed and confident in 
its own resources, it is no longer to be roused to 
madness by orators in clubs, or to be bribed by 
the price of a day*s debauchery, to endanger an 
habitually productive industry. (1) Could it 
be supposed that Paris was ever again to be ex- 
cited to her former excesses, France woiild no 
longer follow the impulsion. France, warned 
and enhghtened by her past sufferings, would 
ponder before she followed the steps of the me- 
tropolis ; would weigh the consequences before 
she adopted its opinions, and would oppose the 
soberer judgment and less excitable passions of 
her great manufacturing and commercial cities, 
to any sudden ebullition, either of power or of 
patriotism, in Paris. 

But, at the period we are recording, the deli- 
rium of military glory which her abdicated chief 

(1) The late Revolution has proved the truth of all these 
assertions. 
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had been so careful to excite and to increadci 
had not subsided. Time was still wanting to re^ 
store to their dazzled s^ht the power of looking 
steadily at the objects vitally essential to that 
liberty, for whose sake they had so suflfered> and 
in whose name they had allowed themselves tp. 
be so led astray. The best intellects amo^ 
them still held to men, and not to institutiop^j 
to individual character, instead of geneofal fiS^vt* 
rities : while the more thoughtless regretted the 
impulse that had been given in all directions 
by a revolutionary government, apd seemed to 
consider that all great works, all national. im- 
provement, all general activity, were necessarily 
connected with a military despotism. They saw, 
without pleasiu'e, the general emancipation.; and 
because Europe, reeling on her basis, did not 
immediately recover her equilibrium, and that 
every one did not find his place in the peaceful- 
reorganisation of society, they affected to regret 
the fall of despotic power, and to feel no benefit 
^ from the relieved respiration of the social world* 
Their bewildered understanding had confused 
the calculations of a selfish despotism, with the 
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dictates of liberal ideas, and the uncontrouled 
Wtimty o£ absolute-power mth the progress Of 
civil liberty. These ideas were UDfbrtunatelj 
not canfiaed to France ; but we must suppose^ 
thai being already abandoned by the great md^ 
jority of that nation, they are now disowned by 
all the lib^al minds of Europe. For such tardy 
return of judgment, and such mi^uided enthu^ 
siasm,™any. excuses present themselves fw the 
French^ which cannot be offered for those of 
other nations who fell into the same mistakes. 

France had been raised to pitch of military 
glory, and to a dcuninion in Euix^e, unthought 
ofi even in the most triumphant days of 
Louis XIV. , The first steps of the conqueror 
Bonaparte towards despotic power were mad^ 
wk^ consummate prudence^ taking care by new 
institutions to interest a new population in the 
support and stability of his government) before 
he ventured to expose to them the frightful 
nudity of despotism. It has been seen ai last^ 
to be shunned for ever; whether varnished over 
by military glory, or its features disguised under 
the mask of liberal institutions. 
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Their fonner idol they bow view afl he will be 
viewed by all posterity^as one of i^e: few who;» 
fov the scourge of thdr conteaiporaries on tliisi 
eartiiy have aj^e^ed in -the i character ^(a oon^ 
queror. The list (if confined to the European 
world) is happily rfiort and certainly the name^ 
of Bonaparte will occupy as large a space in the* 
eye of history as that of Alexander the Great, or 
of Caesar, and be recorded as one having deserved 
better, both of his age and of human nature; - 
than either of those who can alone be called his^ 
competitors ; -— as one having no natural dispo- 
sition to cruelty, except when betrayed into it by 
vi^nceof temper/ or by obstacles in the way o£ 
his ambition ; -h- as cme possessed of a cultivated 
inteUect and inexhaustible power of imagine 
ation (1), the si^gestions of which being backed 
by almost unlimited power, made him suppose 
every thing attainable by arms, and encouraged 
him in dreams of universal emfnre. 

This empire once dbtained, he endeavoured to 

(1) See, in Las Ca^as, Napoleon's ideas of what he was to 
make France, when he had completed the conquest of 
Europe, and what he was to do in England. 
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persuade himself and others, that he was to pro- 
duce some new and better order of things, for- 
getting, in the brilliant visions suggested by his 
marvellous imagination, that the old material, 
man, was what alone he had to work with, and to 
work upon. In the mean time, he allowed the 
same neglect of all moral truth, which had de- 
stroyed the former government, to undermine 
his own — to pervade the lying bulletins of his 
armies — to exaggerate all his successes — to 
report doubtful combats into victories — and ta 
augment at pleasure the returns of his own 
numbers, and of the losses of his enemy. His 
secretary M. de Bourienne, the most impartial 
and best informed of his historians, says, — " II 
" ne balan9ait jamais a deguiser la verite lors- 
" qu'elle pouvait eflBleurer sa gloire. II appelloit 
" niaiserie de ne pas le faire." And in confirm- 
ation of his. assertion, he gives the draft of the 
bulletin of the disastrous combat of Aboukir as 
written by him, avowing the destruction of the 
fleet ; and as written by Bonaparte, who tells 
his secretary, — " Vous ne connaissez pas les 
" hommes, laissez moi faire — ecrivez ;'* and die- 
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lates to him the long despatch in which his com^ 
bats with the Turks, Arabs, &c. are detailed at 
length, and a few lines only given to the battle 
of Aboukir, where the loss of the ships is laid 
entirely on Brueyes the admiral, for not having 
obeyed a letter from Bonaparte, ordering him to 
go to Corfu, which letter the veracious secretary 
proves, by the clearest evidence, was never 
written. 

The same incontestable authority tells us, 
relative to the death of Dessaix at the battle of 
Marengo, — " Je n'ai pas besoin de dire que les 
" paroles que lui preta le fabuleux bulletin 
" etaient imaginaires. II n'est pas mort dans 
" les bras de son aide-de-camp, comme j'ai du 
" ecrire sous la dictee du premier consul. U n'a 
" pas plus prononc6 le beau discours que 
« j'ecrivis de la meme mani^re/' * 

Bonaparte must be allowed to have possessed 
much natural and general good taste, except 
when its dictates interfered with a puerile vanity, 
which his unparalleled elevation seemed to in- 
crease instead of diminish, .He exercised withal 

* Vol. iv. p. 128, 
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an extraordinary influence over the tninck of 
ihom imder his commaiidi or withiw the q)here^ 
Ws attraction, partly fr<kn 1*ie e^tperience of his 
abflilae^ and of his resources, and partly fi-om 
^^itain ebuHitiolis of temper, tdiich, white they 
sometimes led to offensive consequences, dftener 
ghilifted by laying open an otherwise iinprtc- 
ticable character -Ma chaiiactei' bearing prosperity 
nnieh better than adverse fortune, and fallii^'at 
last nmch mate from the deficiencies crf^hii^h^art, 
than from those of his iirten<&c*t* Having* per- 
^liaided himsdf th*(!*viifue and vice, the t^l^ole 
domain of the moral wotM^ was merely a itidtt^l'- 
of caltulatidn/ in which the wise sticceedefd iiiid 
the weak failed j no feeling, no habit of mind 
led him to be more cruel or more merciful, mor^ 
liberal or. more mean, more daxing or more 
cautious, than the* occasion seenled torecjulr^ 
whether it was to gain an alliancie, or to destroy 
an enemy — ^whether to attach an andent noble 
to his household, or to raise a dragoon to tJie 
rank of a marshal, and endow him with the 
estate of a prince •«- whether to exhibit himself 
&s the severe ceiteor ^f female character and 
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conduct, or to encourage by every art extrava- 
gant expenditure in all those attached to his 
court, as the old and sure means of securing de- 
pendence on his will, and submission to his power. 
Every virtue and every fault of his private life, 
was dictated by this spirit of calculation, in which 
hp had stifled every sentiment of hi? heart, and 
to which he had reduced every inspiration !of his 
genius, " Ses injures serieuseei, ses vives apos- 
"trophes, Peclat de sa colere, tout cela etoit 
" calcule ct prepare d'avance.'* (1) 

His va«t nulitary talents, his unparalleled power 
of wielding immense bodies of mf^n, his no less as- 
tonishing alacrity at oi]gaaaising his conquest^ (2), 

(1) ^< Undes plus grandamalheurs de Bonaparte/^toit de 
** ne pas croire ^ Tamiti^, et de ne pas ^prouver le besoin 
^ d'aimer, le [sendtnent le plus dodx donn^ 4 rhonbine.^-^ 
<^ Combien de foisne m'a-t-i] pas.dit, f L'amitie ujest^ qu'un 
*^ * inot> je n'aime personne, pas m^me mes fr^esi^*- Joseph 
** * peut-^tre un peu — encore si je Faime, c'est par habitude. 
*< * C'est parcequ'il est mon atnd,' '* Such a reason for 
affsction or friendship^ proves how little the person aTOwing 
it was capable of either. 

See BoUrienne's MStrioireS^ vQl.iiV p/llS. 

(2) ' Bdurienne i^eaking of the* £rst days of hk occiqifttion 
of ^airo^ on the Egyptian: eKpediticniy^^ys, " II faut ravoir 
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his marvellous activity and resources, are all re- 
corded by many, equally able to judge and to 
criticise them. They are only considered here 
as they affected his private character, and his 
influence on the social existence of his contem- 
poraries. Comparisons have been lately insti- 
tuted between his character and that of Cromwell. 
It appears to the author, that the grounds from 
whence they started, were on too entirely dif- 
ferent a level, — the political situation of England 
before the civil war, and of France before lier 
revolution, were too essentially dissimilar to 
admit of any satisfactory parallel. 

The 'people of England, in 1642, required 
security for their civil liberties, by the obligation 
of frequent parliaments, the reformation of the 
courts of justice, and by the independence of the 
judges. The general morals of the country 
had suffered little from the degrading reign of 
James I., which had disgusted, rather than 



" vu dans ces temps oii il ^toit dans toute la force de 
f* sa jeunesse ; rien n'^chappoit k sa rare intelligence, a sa 
" prodigieuse activity." — Vol. ii. p. 118. 
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seduced J and the characters who immediately 
appeared, and who were produced by the great 
ensuing struggle, proved the intellectual health 
and strength of the country. 

The government of France, before 1789, was 
that of Turkey, without the bowstring, and with 
such ameliorations only as were produced by the 
progression of public opinion, and the general 
improvement of Europe. Her moral existence 
was corrupted to the core. Were it not for a 
mass of contemporary evidence, it would be diffi- 
cult to believe either the private or the political 
profligacy to which France was abandoned from 
the death of Louis XIV. to her revolution. At 
that great crisis the tone of her sentiments, at 
once false and exaggerated, seemed incapable of 
producing, during the first twelve years of her 
emancipation, any thing but visionaries and 
assassins. . - 

Cromwell destroyed all the established laws of 
a representative government, and broke down 
every barrier existing between the king and the 
people, to possess himself of an unconstitutional 
power. Having reduced his country to military 
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subjection, and enforced the perpetration of an 
act, which has justly been described by a late 
writer as no less impolitic than it was illegal (1), 
he possessed himself of more than reg^ power, 
and was then obliged to re-establish most of the 
institutions he had destroyed, as the best supporte 
of his own authority. 

Bonaparte did not ** steal the precious diadem 
" from a shelf/' but found it in the kennel ; placed 
it on his own head j surrounded himself with 
new institutions, and with the semblance of a 
much more liberal, and the reality of a much 
more efficient, government than France had ever 
before experienced. 

Had Bonaparte been placed in the situation 
of Cromwell, we cannot but suppose he would 
have been equally jealous of the honour of the 
country in all its foreign relations, and equally 
eager to support its rights and to enforce its 

(1) " The blow which terminated his (Charles the First) 
*' life> at once transferred the allegiance of every royalist 
" to an heir ; and an heir who was at liberty ; — to kill 
** the individual was truly, under such circumstances, not 
•* to destroy, but to release the King.** 

Edinburgh Review, No* 95. p. 139. 
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claims by arms j while we can hardly believe he 
would have left it interaally the prey of two 
factious and canting sects, who brought religion 
into disrepute even with the pious, and laboured 
especially to stop the progress of that cultivation 
of mind, and those liberal studies, which the 
general improvement of the age required. 

Had Cromwell, whose mind, either naturally 
confiised, or habitually ill-arranged by the hy* 
pocrisy which he had made natural to him — 
Had Cromwell been placed in the situation of 
Bonaparte, would he have been able to embrace 
at once all the wants, and to give energy to all 
the various constituent parts of a great empire j 
to encourage her arts, while he triumphed with 
her arms ; to restore worship in her churches, 
and respect to her religion, activity to her manu- 
factures, education to her youth, and reason and 
equity to her new-modelled laws ? 

What Cromwell did, he did well. He was 
certainly the first among those hold and deter- 
mined spirits who sought the liberties of their 
country in the field, after having struggled in 

1 2 
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vain to obtain them otherwise. But the theatre 
of his military exploits was neither various nor 
extensive j and perhaps the most laudable part 
of his character was his avoiding occasions <rf 
making it more so. He began public life too late 
to allow much change to take place in his social 
habits* No great praise, therefore, can be due 
to his forbearance, in living at Whitehall without 
much exterior pomp and magnificence, in allow- 
ing his son to remain a mere Hertfordshire squire, 
and his wife a mere frugal housekeeper i His 
distribution of England into military districts, 
under the authority of major-generals, accords 
ill with his panegyrist's opinion, that " even when 
" almost compelled to govern by the sword, he 
" was still anxious to leave a germ from which, at 
" a more favourable season, free institutions might 
" spring." * He left his absolute authority as 
entirely without any stipulations for the future 
security of the people, or any constitutional 
checks on his usurped power, as ever Bonaparte 
did, when he graciously signified to the French 
nation, that he was willing to withdraw liimself, 

* Edinburgh Review, Nd; 95. p, 143* 
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and to entail on them his son and his despotism 
to all generations. 

Cromwell died " with all his blushing honours 
" thick] upon him," at an age when he might 
be forgiyen for thinking that he had yet time to 
make final arrangements. But the great culprit, 
whom united Europe accused, against whom 
millions of witnesses deposed, after having broken 
faith with those whom he affected to consider 
separately as only his equals, but ajl of whom he 
had treated as his slaves, was at last overtaken 
by punishment — by punishment in noway com- 
mensurate or relative to his moral perversity or 
his moral merits, which can be judged only at 
the great ixibunal of Heaven, But to his con- 
tinued aggressions against the lives and happi- 
ness, the social rights and independent existence, 
of his felloWf-creatures. Confinement to a small 
island, where he was precluded from the possibi- 
lity of doing either harm or good, while no diffi- 
culties were thrown in the way of his quiet exist- 
ence, (except those which he obstinately created 
to himself,) will be considered by posterity, when 
all contemporary prejudices, passions, and vani- 

I 3 
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ties are forgotten, to have been neither an un- 
appropriate nor an unmerciful punishment for 
such a delinquent. That the office of his gaoler 
should have devolved on England wiU then be 
attributed to its true and honourable cause, that 
amidst combined Europe her moral faith alone 
was equally trusted by all her allies* 
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CHAP. V. 

FRANCE IMMEDIATEX.Y AFTER THE RESTORATION OF THE 
BOURBONS. •— UNWISE MEASURES WHICH LED TO THE 

RETURN FROM ELBA. EFFECTS OF THE ENORMOUS 

ARMIES BROUGHT TOGETHER FOR, AND AGAINST, 
BONAPARTE. CONDUCT OF THE ROYALISTS IN 1815. 

— GENERAL DISSATISFACTION DURING THE FIRST 
TEN YEARS OF PEACE, BOTH IN ENGLAND AND 

FRANCE. — DUKE OF BERRY's ASSASSINATION. ITS 

EFFECTS ON THE GOVERNMENT. NATIONAL PROS- 
PERITY OF FRANCE. NUMBER OF ENGLISH IN PARIS. 

— CHANGE IN FRENCH SOCIETY SINCE THE RESTOR- 
ATION. — REASONS OF DISCONTENT EXISTING IN ALL 
ITS CLASSES. SOCIAL HABITS OF THE NATION RE- 
SUMING THEIR SWAY. THEIR EFFECTS ON THE 

DIFFERENT ORDERS OF SOCIETY. 

When France began at last to open her eyes to 
the character and the intentions of her conquer- 
ing chief — when Fortune, wearied by his un- 
reasonable demands on her, at last abandoned 

I 4 . 
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him — when indignant Europe at last succeeded 
in recovering that independence which her states 
had separately lost, — a new era in the social 
existence of France may be said to have com- 
menced. In considering its peculiarities, the 
ten months* reign of Louis, and the hundred 
days' of Napoleon, must be set against each 
other, and our speculations begin after the 
second restoration, in 1815. It would be in- 
vidious, on the one hand, to dwell in detail on the 
foolish and contemptible pretensions of many who 
had left their country as ftigitives, and returned 
to it with the airs of conquerors ; or to notice, 
on the other hand, the sudden convictions of the 
insufficiency of the Charter, and the want of faith 
in its donor, while unlimited confidence was inK 
mediately obtained for an Acte additionel to an 
already experienced despotism, and to a Champ 
de Maty whose power and whose promises no- 
body even pretended to understand. 

As the second return of Louis and his family 
to the capital was unfortunately accompanied by 
150,000 foreign troops, and by the conqueror of 
Waterloo; by a great pecuniary imposition. 
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and by the military occupation of the frontiers, 
we cannot wonder at the discontent, the mortifi- 
cation, and the ill humour of France during the 
first years of the peace — a peace whose terms, 
the circumstances in which they were granted, 
and the sacrifices they entailed, might (if nations 
were taught by experience) have materially 
assisted in advancing that political education, in 
which France seems still to have much to learn. 
The restored regal government appeared at first 
to act as if insensible to the mighty change 
effected during the five and twenty foregone 
years ; certainly the most eventful that had ever 
taken place in the civilised world. The admin- 
istration appeared to forget, that the spirit of re- 
ligious toleration was now professed by all sects 
of Christians. The revolutionary spirit had 
raged most intensely in the southern provinces 
of France, where the wealth, importance, and 
liberal sentiments of the Protestant part of 
the population had made them the first and 
most active leaders in the ill-directed pursuit of 
civil liberty. The government now allowed a 
re-action to take place, which sheltered the vilest 
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crimes under the banner of loyalty, and after* 
wards allowed the same pretence to succeed in 
procuring for those crimes a disgraceful impunity. 
The returned royalists had forgotten that a gener- 
ation had arisen during their absence, to whom 
the restored royal family were strangers, '-^ a 
generation who had been brought up in an age 
of military glory founded on their adversity, and 
whose vanity had been flattered in a brilliant 
court, which was that of fhehr enemy. They 
had forgotten, in their long absence, and their 
intercourse with other nations, the distinctive 
characteristics of their own, — its excessive vanity, 
the mobility of its sentiments, and its active 
and buoyant mind. The unexampled military 
glory acquired under the tri-coloured cockade 
made the re-adoption of the white so repugnant 
to the feelings of the whole military population, 
that it is perhaps not too much to say that hopes 
of the success of Napoleon's return from Elba 
might have been crushed by a change in the 
colour of a riband ! 

The irritable vanity of the new nobility, not 
^tisfied with their recognition by the restored 
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monarch, led them to suspect a contempt for their 
honours, and a disinclination to their society, in 
the old nobility j while the sober intelligence of 
all the best heads of France in every order of the 
state saw with regret the regal government pro- 
fiting by many of tlie abuses, and adopting none 
of the improvements, which had been introduced 
into the administration of the empire* The con- 
sequences are too well known ; — their arch 
enemy took advantage of the glaring misconduct 
of the government, and counted on the credulity 
and the mobility of the people, by which he well 
knew half his former successes had been obtained* 

How truly he calculated, the event showed y 
and Europe and France have still, in their bur- 
dened finances, and their increased standing 
armies, to curse the last effort of a wild and selfish 
ambition, which has prolonged their financial 
difficulties, and furnished an excuse for the 
maintenance of their armies. 

That the principles and conduct of Bonaparte's 
government, both consular and imperial, had re- 
trograded the moral improvement of France, in 
all feeling and practice of truth and good faith. 
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the conduct b«th of Ney and La Valette (how- 
ever considered as martyrs by their party) suffi- 
ciently prove. The one falsifying not only his 
pn^essional oaths, but his individual and solemn 
promises to Louis, reiterating them at night to 
his army at Lons-k-Sauhder^ and the next morn- 
ing waving his hat for Napoleon. The other at 
the head of the Post Office, appointed by and 
having sworn fidelity to Louis, stoj^ing the des- 
patches of his government, and forwarding those 
of the usiu^r (for usurper ^ after his return from 
Elba, if there is any meaning in language, he 
must be called). These persons, and many others 
in nearly similar situations, claiming with assur- 
ance exemption from the name and from the 
punishment o£ traitors, prove an absence of any 
dear perception of truth and good faith. The 
same great defect had destroyed the old govern- 
ment, where it had penetrated every order of the 
state, and insulated every one in the circle of his 
own interests. It had led to all the excesses 
that followed; it had undermined the towering 
glory of Bonaparte; it had restored him by 
the same false means, to meet a worse fate ; and 
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even now it is the great and fundamental cause 
that, in spite of all the increased and increasing 
intelligence, experience, and intellectual lights of 
France — even now prevents her government from 
doing half it might, and her people from reap- 
ing half the advantages of their commanding 
situation, (1) 

The frequent recurrence to a principle which 
is more palpable when treated in detail, and 
applied to individual circumstances, than thus 
generalised, may possibly be ridiculed by many. 
But the author abandons with confidence the 
general assertion to every deeply thinking mind, 
convinced that in all circumstances (unconnected 
with party or with petty politics) the application 
of this principle of truth and good faith to the 
affairs of men will be found to give the exact 
measure of good or evil in human institutions. 

On the cessation of a state of warfare which 
had lasted above twenty-five years, the natural 
impatience of mankind to profit immediately by 
the advantages of peace^ — ^ advantages which had 
been so often held out to them as the reward of 

(1) This was written before the revolution of July, 1830* 
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all their sacrifices, and the term of all their 
labours, — created general discontent. It gave rise 
^very where to ill-judged regrets of the past, and 
impossible schemes to remedy the present. It 
was in vain to attempt avoiding the {unavoidable 
evil of a tMrd part of the active population of a 
whole country at once changing their means and 
their habits of existence, and being returned into 
society on a peace establishment It was equally 
impossible, their being immediately absorbed into 
the regular and healthy circulation of their 
country. Yet how necessary this return to 
peace was (whatever its inconveniences), the 
very evflsr here emmierated eminently proved. 
Had a state of warfare continued but a few years 
longer, or had Bonaparte's political existence 
been prolonged, war would have become the 
habitual state of European society, and intervals 
of peace merely occasional. The enormous 
bodies of men which Bonaparte had occasioned 
to be brought, and to be kept together so long, 
both for and against his power, had engrossed so 
great a portion of the population of the countries 
to which they belonged, that they had become 
separately constituted bodies. When they met 
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at last, in one great focus at Paris, in the year 
1815, they were so dangerously near discovering 
their own immense numerical force — so near 
generating a spirit of independent power, and of 
dictating to their leaders — that the greatest captain 
of the present day has since confessed, that he 
and his associates in command found the neces« 
sity of securing terms of peace, and allowing the 
retreat of the French army beyond the Loire, to 
facilitate the immediate dispersion of the other 
great armed associations of Europe, which could 
not with impunity have remained longer in 
contact. 

In England, the impatience at not immediately 
experiencing the benefits of peace was as severely 
felt as in France. Here the great body of the 
people had been spared the spectacle of the 
ravages of war. Its evils had been principally 
felt in the embarrassed state of commerce, and 
the immense burden of taxation. To freedom 
for the first, and to relief from the second, they 
looked with a confidence which the enormous 
expenses and after-reckonings of so long a state 
of warfare made it impossible to satisfy. , From 
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this impatience arose immense and ill-combined 
mercantile speculations, which overstocked all 
the markets of the world with the manufactures 
of England, and increstsed the evil they sought 
to relieve. The same causes, within a few years, 
produced a mania of projects, of associations, 
and of joint-stock companies, which nearly 
rivalled the bubbles of the famous South Sea 
year (I72I), both in the knavery of the pro- 
jectors, the folly of those who trusted them, and 
the distress and bankruptcy which they shortly 
produced. There were mining companies for 
every part of the world j Eldorado, it seemed, 
was believed really to exist in South America. 
The funds of these mining companies rose and 
fell twenty and thirty per cent, in the course of a 
week ; and the sums sometimes obtained in the 
gambling speculations of buying one day, to sell 
the next, led to the serious loss of thousands. 
After the mining companies, which, from some 
idea of having to do with the actual production 
and increase of moneys seem always to have been 
favourites in all scheming times, came a com- 
pany to weigh up the specie sunk in the Spanish 



129 

galleons at Vigo, eighty years before ! — a com- 
pany of pearl-fishers, to supply the world with 
more pearls than had ever been before produced. 
Then, for those liking to place their money 
nearer home, there were companies for supplying 
the metropolis with milk and cream — general 
washing companies — companies for brick-mak- 
ing — and many other similar schemes, whose 
detail filled the columns of the newspapers for 
nearly a twelvemonth, and then disappeared 
** like the baseless fabric of a vision,*' leaving 
only a considerable deficit in [the pockets of all 
concerned, except the treasurers and secretaries, 
and a few fraudulent speculators, who were 
generally the authors of the schemes in ques- 
tion, for the purpose of plundering their more 
gullable associates. 

The population of France, not having these 
resources (such as they were) to occupy their 
unemployed activity and capital, it was found a 
more difficult task to amalgamate the discordant 
elements out of which was to be formed a repre- 
sentative government, to administer their now 
chartered rights. The younger part of the popula- 
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tiooi, bom to ideas of liberty and equality, had had 
their understanding confused, and their political 
education marredi by the dazzling despotism of 
Bpnaparte. The demagogues who had survived 
the furies of the Reign of Terror, and whose 
impotent rage had sunk into insignificance^ 
anxiously watched and sought the means of 
creating confusion, which could alone bring 
them again to the surface. The republicans, 
who were yet dreaming of attaining their vision- 
ary end by a violent re-action from the late des- 
potism — the real patriots of 1789, whose desire 
of rational freedom had been as unalterable as 
their atteippts towards it had been misguided, 
felt awkward that, after having passed through 
** such variety of wretchedness " in forms cf 
government, they should be at last found quietly 
submitting to arbitrary power forced down their 
throats, with the prostituted phrasedogy of free^ 
dom, and under the name of institutions to which 
they had attached ideas of liberty. To all these 
must be added the did inveterate uphdders of 
all the prejudices and pretensions of their own 
age, martyrs to ideas which found no longer any 
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sympathy, and sufferers from caused honoui^d by 
none but themselves ; resting the whole preteh* 
sicms of a great body of insignificant, but of 
inveterably obstinate people, on the faithful and 
devoted attachment of a part of their order to 
the fallen and desperate fortunes of their sove- 
reign and his family ; claiming remimeratidn for 
losses which (for the most part) their own errors 
had incurred, and which the country regarded 
with a jealous eye. 

It belongs not to this work to eilter into 
details of the various parties and fractions of 
parties which were engendered in this incon- 
gruous mass J of the various administrations^ 
pomposed, and altered, and dismissed, and 
composed again, to be again dismissed ; of the 
many suspected plots for indefinite ends, and 
petty conspiracies of insignificant and powerless 
individuals, which clogged and impeded the 
wholesome progress of the constitutional mon* 
archy during the first ten years of its existence. 
The violence of party feelings, and the bitterness 
of adverse opinions, were infinitely greater aflter 
the second restoration than they had been after 

K 2 
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the first. The enormous national mistake (to 
give it no harsher name) which allowed the re- 
turn of Bonaparte, demanded a severe national 
expiation, A great and enlightened people, who 
had been reasoning, acting, and suffering for 
above a quarter of a century, to secure political 
freedom, allowing themselves to be replaced by 
their own armed force, under the iron sceptre of 
a military despot, instead of wisely securing all 
they further wanted, from a sovereign power 
capable to grant, but too weak to refuse them— 
an army which had been allowed thus to dis- 
pose of the liberties, laws, and securities of their 
country, — must both expect severe retribution to 
follow such monstrous offences against reason, 
good faith, and common sense. Hence, when 
awakened by the cannon of Waterloo from the 
feverish and bewildered dream of the hundred 
days, the nation was exposed to all the excesses 
of the year 1815 ; and the first assembly of its re- 
presentatives under its constitutional king, almost 
rivalled the judicial cruelties of the revolutionary 
tribunals ; and the agents it employed, their vio- 
lence. Hence the army made its disbandmeht 
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necessary, and any amalgamation with that of 
the reigning sovereign difficult and dangerous. 

Notwithstanding all these jarring elements — 
notwithstanding the dissonance, the excitement, 
and the disrespectability (if the term may be 
allowed) of the political world of France at this 
period — had the government, after having wisely 
prefaced its assumption of power by the grant 
of a chai'ter assuring every means of rational 
liberty; had it as wisely proved itself to be 
advancing openly and decidedly in the sense of 
that charter, interpreting its articles liberally, 
and acting in its spirit; it would have set an 
example of confidence and good faith, which 
must have created similar sentiments. It must 
have convinced the republicans that liberty was 
compatible with a constitutional monarchy; it 
must have destroyed every hope of the anar- 
chists, and of the Bonapartists, and gratified 
every wish of the patriots of 1789; but, unfor- 
tunately, the government seemed always acting 
vmder an impression, of the same want of con- 
fidence that it inspired. A rapid change of 
councils and of counsellors kept the people and 
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their representatives in perpetual doubt and 
anxiety with regard to the two great points on 
which, in fact, hinged the peace and satisfaction 
of the country, and the stability of the throne 
*— the law of their popular elections, and the 
security of their national domains. 

Neither the ministers of the crown, nor the 
deputies of the people, had as yet acquired, ot 
were prepared to act, on the true principles of a 
representative government. The most liberal of 
their politicians still dwelt on and deprecated the 
misconduct and weakness of individuals, instead 
of profiting by that weakness, to secure and 
confirm institutions, which can alone render 
governments independent of personal character. 
The counsellors of their princes seemed to con- 
sider every concession to the wishes of the people 
a diminution of Me/r power and security. They 
were frightened at every trifling expression of 
popular feeling, which they repressed, instead of 
allowing to evaporate, and thus clear the political 
atmosphere, by proving that such passing clouds 
have no power to aflfect the mild temperature of 
a representative government; thus convincing 
the liberals that their estates were safe and their 
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rights secure^ in spite of all the ridiculous doc- 
trines and silly conduct of the ultra-royalists j 
and convincing the ultra-royalists that neither 
anarchy, proscriptions, tior confusion^ ensued 
firom a limited monarchy and the freedom of the 
press. In the mean time, the people at large 
Were, in fact, enjoying quiet and prosplStity.^'By 
their natural mobility of spirit, they had returned 
to habits of peaceful occupation ; agriculture 
was active ^^ commerce improving — industry 
inventive and enterprising -i building and re- 
pairs going on in every little town and village — 
gardens surrounding almost every cottage -^ and 
Various marks of national ease and welfare. The 
insulated crime of the assassination of the Due 
de Berri, in February, 1820, afforded, at the mo- 
ment in which it happened, a convincing proof 
of the advance made by the public mind in the 
true principles of penal government, and the aid 
they already received from public opinion. In- 
stead of the severe, strange, and cruel precau^ 
tionary measures, which were taken on former 
attempts at similar crimes in the old monarchy ; 
this startling event, although it took place the 
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very night before three strong restrictive mea- 
sures — on the civil liberty of the subject, on the 
liberty of the press, and on the law of elections 
were to be brought forward by the ministers of 
the Crown in the Chamber of Deputies, produced 
no arrests but that of the criminal himself The 
barriers^^jf- Paris were never shut. His examine 
ation was conducted according to the existing 
laws, and the culprit meanwhile treated much 
like other criminals ; and this, notwithstanding a 
great part of the court, and those attached to it, 
professed to believe, and actually to accuse a fa- 
vourite minister of the King of having been an 
accessary and an accomplice in the murder of 
his nephew. (1) When the strange local colour- 

(1) When Madame de Gazes (the wife of the minister) 
went to St. Cloud four days afler the event, as all the Court 
and all the ministers had done, to make their enquiries after 
the Duchesse de Berri, no living soul spoke to her, except a 
very few civil words addressed to her out of compassion by 

the Comtesse de N The Princes were obliged to 

pass through the apartment in which she was waiting, and 
both Charles Dix (then Monsieur) and the Duchesse d' An - 
gouleme hurried through the room, turning their faces away 
from her, — while their attendants exclaimed, almost within 
her hearing, at the audace^ of her venturing under the very 
roof of their victim. 
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ing of these times shall have faded and passed 
away, it will be difficult to extort belief for 
the existence of such a perversion of reason 
and common sense, in any part of a great com- 
munity, at the same moment that an improve- 
ment was manifested in the judgment and con- 
duct of the whole. Had Louis the Eighteenth 
possessed energy of mind, and purity of political 
intention, sufficient to have resisted the prayers 
of his family, and the clamour of those who 
basely gave in to a calumny which it was 
impossible to suppose they could believe, his 
favourite, Decazes, remaining minister, must, 
necessarily have strengthened his administration, 
by calling in some of the most distinguished of 
the constitutional party ; and might possibly have 
succeeded in giving France a strong, efficient, 
and liberal administration, acting in the sense 
and on the principles of the charter. 

Peace had no sooner been restored, and the 
social relations of Europe relieved from depend- 
ence on the breath of a military despot, than 
England poured forth her islanders, impatient of 
their confinement, but resolved never again to 



1S8 

risk a residence at Verdun in exchange far it 
Paris was immediately filled with all the young, 
and all the rich, and all the idle, who had been 
so long denied participation in pleasures, and 
gaieties, and grandeurs, of which either they hod 
heard so much, or of which they had retained 
such agreeable recollections. Many arrived with 
ideas of intimate friendships contracted with 
French individuals in emigration, by whom they 
conceived they were to be received with such 
grateful remembrance of the past, as would lead 
to a renewal of former intimacy, and to much 
enjoyment in their society* 

All pretenders to beauty or wit anticipated 
a new theatre for their successes in regenerated 
France, which, from all it had gained, and all it 
had lost, by its revolution, would be more aware 
of their merits, and more willing to do justice to 
them. All those who remembered France in 
the moment of AnglO^tnania which immediately 
preceded the Revolution, fancied that they should 
still find some remains of goodwill to t^ie country 
which she had then looked to as her model, and 
some respect for those who had so long preceded 
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her in the enjoyment of civil liberty. All our 
men of science were eager to make the acquaint- 
ance and seek the society of those, distinguished 
by similar pursuits ui France. To their acquire- 
ments they had always done ample justice, and 
they sought to re-establish that communication 
of discoveries and improvements, which the late 
troubled state of Europe had somewhat inter- 
rupted. In these expectations every one was, 
more or less, disappointed. 

The young and gay, who came fiill of the 
reputed charms and perfection of French society, 
found that into which they Were admitted much 
less gay, more formal, and more uniform than 
their own. All pretensions, whether to beauty, 
or wit, or talents, instead of being allowed^ were 
hardly noticed, or noticed only to be criticised. 
Those who brought testimonials of any sort of 
social distinction in their own country, Ivere 
those iJie most severely judged. The favourites, 
if any, were always selected from among persons 
hitherto unnoticed at home -^ no one acquaint- 
ance led to another. The women in the first 
society made it a rule that no one was to pro- 
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pose the introduction of a foreigner. This 
restriction, indeed^ was for the most part con- 
fined to the female sex j but our young English- 
men found so much to occupy them in the public 
amusements, the theatres, and the various in- 
terests of a great metropoUs, that very few of 
them ever submitted to undergo the severe 
noviciate required by French society, in order 
to attain any degree of ease and intimacy in it. 
Our Ladies certainly seemed to receive an iur 
timation from iJiose of France, that they, had 
renounced all idea of ever leaving their own 
country again, by their marked neglect of the 
travellers of all other countries. The remem- 
brances of emigration could not be agreea,ble, 
and, consequently, the debts of friendship were 
in general paid as succinctly and with as little 
trouble as possible, without any renewal, of past 
intimacy. Those old enough to remember the 
opinions of France for England before the Revo- 
lution, heard with astonishment all the vulgar 
prejudices against her constitution, her laws, and 
her public principles, which had been propagated 
by Bonaparte, repeated not only by those of his 
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fallen party, but by the returned royalists, and 
by the professed constitutionalists. 
■ The supercilious manners of some of the 
greatest names in science, and their unaccommo- 
dating ignorance, or obstinacy, in not speaking 
our language themselves, or being patient and 
indulgent to their own language ill-spoken, made 
their social communications with most of our men 
of science dry and unsatisfactory — rendered them 
insensible to the colloquial merits of a Playfair, 
and ignorant of many other hardly less interest- 
ing and unpretending characters. 

The loss of fortune in the Revolution, and the 
general derangement of affairs from the recent 
disturbances, was a sufficient excuse for an ab- 
sence of hospitality. During the first five or six 
years after the restoration, all the great fetes 
and entertainments were almost exclusively given 
by the diplomatic body, or by some of the 
foreign individuals then established at Paris. 
The eagerness evinced to be present on all these 
occasions, proved that the national taste for dis- 
sipation had in no respect diminished with the 
means of indulging in it. 
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When the society of the metrc^Us again 
re-assembled under the restored monarchy, all 
found that their o\m domestic habits had under- 
gone a material change. The business of a 
representative government^ which occupied not 
only those belonging to the two Chambers^ but 
likewise the many dependent on them, neces< 
sarily influenced the hour of all social meetings. 
Dinners at six o'clock were almost too late to 
admit of the theatres forming a part of the 
amusement of the evening as formerly, and 
precluded the habit of supping, or of making 
suppers the social meal. The residence of the 
sovereign and his family, and all attached to them, 
— the ministers and the public officers being now 
in Paris, instead of at twelve miles distance from 
it, immensely increased the numbers of those 
frequenting the Court, the levees of ministers^ 
and all other public meetings. 

The many persons who had been called into 
society during the last thirty years by the events 
of the Revolution, — those who had now retired 
from the command of armies, or from the pro- 
consular powers which had been delegated by 
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Bonaparte, — all now poured into the society of 
Paris — all brought with them pretensions and 
recollections founded oa the jpd^/, which indis* 
posed th OTft to be satisfied with the present. 

The recent nobility regretted the extravagant 
splendour of the Imperial Courts where they 
flourished ujptrivalled, and free from any awkward 
ciuaaparisons or mortifying neglects. The old 
nobility remembered the more select and chosen 
society of Maxia Antoinette, and mourned over 
that refinement of manners, and those exclusive 
distinctions^ which were allowed by the preju- 
dices of the day, and secured by the ridicule 
that would have followed tl^ sUgfatest neglect, 
or the slightest infringement of them,. The 
military, who had seen crowns and coronets dis- 
tributed among their ranks during the empire, 
found it difficult to confine their views and their 
ambition to the honours and distinctions of their 
profession, when reduced to the existence which 
belongs to it in the due administration of a con* 
stitutional monarchy. 

Among the lower orders, throughout all the 
clas!^ of servants^ shopkeepers, and woikmen. 



matters of government, 'ramoStrtlcfc(Cii^y)i>ijfottie 

4<?K|u»W!^Pjc^*i:wte0ssed ^iM^^m^^-jAeV^^mas 
u^,>jfortune rm;S^qh{ ( tdialmctioias i ) of ; xanfe^'os^ibf 
fWAicfl, n acquired i by) >ti^ir , (fe^ualgi i*b«i«r,^acto)4i- 
<f^9]W£W >or theurileUow^ iabourqrs^rthatiooii^iBkifa^ 
rthevarbitefliy wUlbnd partial; /biinbfiictipiiisiliidf 
4espotiic ;l>Qwer, ifiDir requaJity/rof.driigbts, thjajrjaU 
are^etted^ a gQVQriM»entr wfeefle such' )diitiactidiis 
(np matter by wfeat >nieaB»)' iweire attilaablfi juit 
iv^ai^ tartiitem a Ijottery^iiwhereH^vefc^yioneM^aaiCHaiY- 
t^nt ito/lcwef sometbingi a^d many to )ber(rmried, 
ppwjd^ <wly thM^iheirj chance. i fw thei)30iOQO& 
jpuwje ^af stiU;(C>pe»ii.i.:ii im K^pinr f)-.'jj[li juU 
,r<&re^ assemblies curoA^ded baUs^>;andidaiiiiei» 
off(fortyrpeopk^ which bad' biedft.eKplddfid* ftom 
l4Q»d0n9r a^enn^ito hava be^a^adopted at Pami 
littj^ H tQi rthr^ ) ad^aiitagi^, : of the TOal ipj*poa»a(jQwr 
&a^0pnent$ -of i society^ - But ? these ^ enjoymemtd 
were atill more destroyed by the orandouaj ofl paiity 
feelings > a^ ^tbe ivkxlence vof political : opinkMis : 
o^ half of the Mwdd could •nqt>m6c(tr the rdthe» 
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half, except in an assembly large enough to allow 
each to avoid the other. 

Literature, the theatre, science, every thing 
but politics, were banished from conversation; 
and these politics were so discordant, that their 
discussion could only take place among persons 
of the same side of the question* Even in houses 
where, from the proprietors being of domestic 
habits, and having no political character to 
support, the society was small enough to have 
admitted conversation, the men all retired into 
groups, talking of the subject of the day among 
themselves, and the women were left seated, in 
sad symmetry, opposite to each other, without 
any encouragement or help towards amusement 

But these unsocial habits could not long 
maintain their ground in social France. The 
respectable of all parties, forgetting former opi- 
nions, began to respect each other. The young 
women had received an education in every 
way superior to that of former days. They 
united, to the perfect good manners to which 
those days exclusively pretended, principles of 
conduct, and acquirements which were rare be- 

L 
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fare. JMLama^ea were fsooa co»tiacted betw^^fio 
the new nobility and the old^ n^dx a£Knpded 
mutual adyanti^ges^ duly.appredatfsd byJboth* 
'Piese nmrnages* though $tiU anamgi^.bj, pa^ 
rents, .were^for ike most part^ aetded with auch 
i^gsgrd to ^e tastes and wi^es of the^contnu^iBg 
parties^ as to make them ieel responsible fiir tfaidr 
siibseyient conduct. Doineatic habite had be- 
come aa much the^^uAios, as the c<mtnu^ had 
been in other times. Husbands and mvesTiait^d 
together, awl generally, although not exchisiTely^ 
^^ice^ented the same societies. What w^ould 
have been remarked on and distinguished as a 
hpm ta^dnage in former days^ was nqw, i^qtaxiQaLd]^ 
that of aU the world. ^Social habitSi fay degree^ 
were again. adopted) persons were again found 
in their own iiouses in the eTemn^ without: a 
^rowd; a certain number of intimates w^pe 
sure to asaemble round themj conversaiticm 
again resumed its value^ was lively and triffi^g 
without vapidity^ and grave without prosmg or 
dulness, A lamguage singularly calculated fyr 
colloquial purposes (perhaps irom ha\ing been 
more and longer afq^ied to them than any ollitf) 
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^tibrt,' ' atid-Hidt' pii^r' ' 4^* 'iiiaMh^' ^elf^ 
jteliite lisdofni^'kaftMlliitififrti,' T^ich lnatk1Pi#kfeH 
fetttiV^niatiOn" in' itt'l&eSt' ttfafih6f. ' *tk!eiife, if 
I>0SseiS6d;' 'W(^ti^ prodiib^d' >ivitltt!rtit ' diffl ctihy' '0* 
dfiectfttioni ^Mfey \«'etvi dofesidfei>ed''iriJ tti6 J«^ 
«f thft' satiety, to be dMwrt oft ktt*Iteatee;'fci3it 

ejpplAilAe' M^Hich they 'terblitily 'jMtaldWcea. ' ' Ndi- 
feody retttaiW tengfef In these Bbctetids'lh^ 
%h^ -Wishtdi W left thttri' staii", -i^iibbodyi 
*h^t^efiiiffe, thdtight it -ti^Mif' fo' iptoli^te fbi' 
tlddidefttafl ^ dul^fete^ o* to tbrtiknt 't^krkseiSr^ 
WlBi efltorts to'estcife-^gidietyi ' NicJboitJ^Hirehit'^ 
ibnfe iilAc^e -ffiwth'ey nfight be ksked 'tb ifeyiytJidH 
^hich they,"itt fect^ bkiM' e^U%'Uttle kvmV. 
«alb iiftd g!*eat ftieetingfe^ere,'fii^Hi6 mltiit jiart; 
•^ft to tJie yotiftg'of both yfexe&l' '-"'li^vettt^S 
« ds k fbtuite^^fert lete'iWmi6itkiyj itf'yriorf, 
»Ocietyih' theuii{)leileM^^M^'tii> exhil^]tth6!s« 
h^et fdntis'y^ith did, AM do, in* it iJi to'b6 
h<^ 6VferiWll, ai^tfgiii6tt]Mhfc^;''''AWiiiirfg''tHfe 
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Vt^^Ttej^tMel'loid takeh^ jilkfce-'^ Th^ fSirfjiife- 

^^ i ahdVstetirffe df tJidr *feaiW'6riridtei^^cliriici^> 

and with manners, which precluded all ideas of 
UghiBCissio^XBandttcLi i ' Tkeif (devcsy^.fiMri th^'mpst 
ptit Sbti^t^ 'b j" ittdiistryi; ^od "cottdtiiJti ' ktiff 
<4eA!iepie?i8 iijL ,|Jp§iiiess, J;o, jiQCQinfl^efld vlthejn^jji^^ 
tO"{l liiarrieige \n thrariOvm >lin!eiofili(fe^wh«atieitb« 
w6men are geri^filly''Mhd the itibst 'a!6tivife''yii 
»teUjg«B*,i«yH^ap^-tia^op4pgfigg ^^..^flye^, 

, Amohg, th^ pommon bepple tiiere .ejasled 
iarny^ ,tbei 9w>» '^i9J,.jd48po^Mapnsi-m(itbQ<j«ym« 
love of harthle9J"^<gjfie#y«sTatad5 (*an«ii^J ia '^theii' 
hours of relaxation <^— tile^ame happy dispositicn 
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Off the^ReyqliKi^ieni , fixo^pt. -w|\«Pj'Hn4«'f i^ m^% 

'{>> -'Kill! !;i; !.■•!..! I I'.iO'H I )iy;ii-v .=;ioiim:m duf/ ijrii: 

present at a meeting in Tani, known under tne fi'ame oi Lei 

sye^«^ffjww«Mi?'iwyrt>iife^-^tffWiisHyii¥f«^i'*^ft^ 

99iitlea]Bri,//^ittiiiIib«ri!futoiibri9gi[9rl9d|)ri ^uvgiTiith hiw4 

sous en consommation^ that is to saty, any refresnment taxed 

this meeting however composed, (ai|4)(«f!?ll^IynW>^)J*te 
calling itself £foo£? comoanv entered into that comppsitipn, ) 
every thing was as orderly and well oenaved/ as entirely 

l|^y(ii)e^ %^4^ft#> t|flri§fsVl^^,TOOi?^irtrftf^ lo ovol 
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the whole population wa» assimilated with those 
dregs of society, which, for its disgrace, exist in 
all great cities, and are always capable of being 
stirred up to the surface.^ , . 
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CHARVI. '■"■'■ 

THE DOMESTIC HABITS OF FRANCE MUCH IMPROVED 

SINCE THE REVOLUTION. THE ALTERED HABITS OF 

THE YOUNG MEN. — THEATRE NOT REPRESENTING 

THE IMPROVED MORALS OF THE DAY. FRANCE 

NOW REAPING WHAT BENEFITS COULD BE DERIVED 

FROM EMIGRATION. ARCHITECTURE A PROOF OF 

THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL STATE OF A COUNTRY. 

PRESENT STATE OF BUILDINGS IN FRANCE. — ENG- 
LAND LESS ALTERED THAN FRANCE SINCE THE RE- 
VOLUTION. APPLICATION OP THE GREAT DISCO- 
VERIES IN SCIENCE PRODUCING AN IMPROVED STATB 

OF GENERAL EXISTENCE. INEVITABLE EVILS 

BROUGHT ALONG WITH IT. THEIR EFFECTS ON 

THE CHARACTER OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 

In resuming the circumstances relative to the 
social life of England and France which have 
passed in review in the foregoing pages — in 
adverting particularly to the situation in which 
fifteen years of peace have now placed the two 
countries — we shall, it is believed, be led to a 
conclusion, that France has gained most in a 
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n^ml^ fiidd .iK)Ikhal< tpoint t6f > Yiew^ tsad: Englaad 
iij)jtfee.detaufa\of;soci4l>liftr4 mo*-'. J '^■\-^-r -i*..'- ';?ii 
wTh^^ lordefll.: tbiiwighj?^hichj Fraftcei passed! i 

regetieratiaa of 4he upper clafesei' o€ her society, 
h^.!pjt0(iu,eeid/*f&ct^ j(mvhjei?;mcu-ai.^sW!is^ whic^^^ 
nfli^oWj but tbo^e ignorwt' <Df wb^t thfey were 
beifore; thit fieriod/ can ;^ith^r mistake x)j: dieny.r 
C[|biid^<^i)>^i^/iD(> Ijonge^M separated iboai theii! 
pbrente; immediately €ifter th*ir birth^ and setat 
mj^fy tibe coimtry to i ber nursed by strangcp-s : : they 
ai?^: iift>longerf ♦ djeiptiyed jo£ tho^ first impressioas « 
o€%mdi»rxia$^:»o power&l iQivfiaeneing future 
cbsjidjiK^ter^ I wh^n proeeediiigrrfftnn the persons 
bj? whoair th^ lougbt to t be^ f exdted* ; They no 
longebr retltirn to> ithe . paiternad L house almost 
strangers i ito ^their ^ ipaxents^ iwhile those parents^ 
who had shared none of the anxiety as well as ' 
none ; rof > ithfe ^pleasure of ireanna^ i 'their inftncj^, 
coirid ^dlyiiaiqebiden^a^aiDe of >tiie 'social duties ^ 
impwe4*lWftobeinl c>fl.t iri j):njr)i .'Mtirh.i iKwi ![i:d,^ 

IrTb^ nefe<^i»^)f fCPtt^eqite^^ uthe fwirter// 
bitoifts,fe9^rb0ffl« tb^bv%ml»clhQme]j«rbiire the > 
fatherj<|«tl|j;ffi9th»rifpf^n Swdillijap^tiWiwyohit 
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the girls were better pliuidttfin-^^ confr^/'ietlcl' 

a.ttitc^v'^wtotsii ^nkM? lat 7thpii! MMk^BmilMiht^' 
idlfettfess^^f^llo^iOf^rhferbwfl ^) aiH[J•^tl*^i>ifilftfe#f• 
Wta> tt(>(iblfedM3^4i(tod h^their^^ ttbc-ptapillf ' 
The lively abc^unt giVen bpMadMr|e icldf G^»fei' - 
of ith# faiirily 6f^the Vicomtedb Mnroursj iftlh^) 
" tiMefo ' eV' fiilleodrtte,?'ji tcontains^ > a' ' true and* i 
a<7Ci#ate picture o^^tbeoMtm bdjoisation <^ fUii i 
higfbei^ mnks tbefoi«4hdoHe\^k|tibnj flyad -ctf • Mi 
effects h^iidftdfiiiiifeur Sac^^^a^ c^v»^io»i^«yi}h> 
pi^epaTe4 for^ sacb^tri|firrtage«^J^ w^ 
tracted ' ixcliisitely > bj* ItM >*iil i saf ^^paitenftsi/ ^ ati^^ ' 
M^teteitbonaidef^d iby;thi^fcbildr^ 0Kielttsively>as>^ 
tb^i dneaiis: ef f]it)eMiy/aQKi ' emaiicipation tfrein:^heiBt^ 

,'iiVomt rthisfltUHKOgagih^ piatairet [of i i ddmestioi t 
life^ tif i^jS'loobibrtoBdi iffiT^at'itiabjpi^Qdbx 
shall find infancy reared in the bl)ddthi(tf j^idiimntS^ 
witb^ wtetoitetiteal> Jifitt»i w 
esurly eddoatiofi^ < bmhi t^ygte^r gfid>(bbi^^, ^#^< i 
thb))oliUd»e^M(i)^ii'iisKM«ft^ a^t<li6W^lhgtfla&itt)ld'^^^t 
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tbek beaittyi ' aotavity,, aad = mtelligence^: : Ttk^ 
girls jremain at home under the eye of their 
mother, aadgen^caUy (mth the assistanqe fd an 
£}ngUBh aervant cor govern^KSi) oure ajsqiiuriii^: two 
languages almost as soon as they joan >sv^ttcul»te 
eiths»r ^ gtanunao* and history are xxfttU: taii^bt. 
t^end by frequenting clas&ea of iheirv own age^ 
where Ihe^ i istooet^ iiidiostry smd attentiop are 
necessary to satisfy the extreme emulation tibait 
i&' excited. The accomplishments genersJly com 
sideredas most essential to females are givenin no 
si^erfiaial manner ; while they are, at the same 
time, taught to: consider them: in the secondary 
light they deserve, -r-ffltHU-e for ^social purposes, or 
for sditairy lesource, &anfor show^ or to exhibit 
the tatentB ^i$ut artist^: whei^ an aftist wiil 
always surpass them^^ ! ^ ;. 

. . Then": mkrriages are nd Icmgc^ arranged at ab ' 
age (irib^i they cannot hain^i tar dbmoe, and oug^ 
nbt to haNTf^a will^ti^mr<>lmi ^Bat,decu»tomed:: 
toirely 5» thelT'pagr^nt^'ior'ithe inidaitive on-tin/ 
iiiqportitit sabjdcti j^bey ei^y, without- any de^ 
^tuliii^ oonsideiatiofis of ipteitest; or aay humiv^ 
liatiog advagsftcfs^ the plea^mes pf their ager ftee f 
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frcffih an : antidikttion k)if .the cai^es of Aitutte lii^i^ 
It must be added^ that (the now equal division o£ 
propert^r. between. all i the children oifithe aame^ 
marriage (whate;(^er mayi be itsf poUticai teodei^cyi 
OF' consequences)' certainly -ccmduces^ to doQiestie' 
peaces ^nd the union and good-^wUi/oif faooilaea;-' 
The ch^drei^ have nothing toienvyt^atKl ifkotlmigi 
to expect &0m -each^ othieiT^ ne^ /sistersui aore ocon^.* 
deixmed to conveots to increase ihe&LmAy sucst 
cession 4«^ nobrokher. .sees with envious eyies tfaer 
indulgences aaad the expenses of his dder.. i-i 
'An iia^^roveinen^ hardly legs remarkable has- 
taken place in the' education aiod pursuits of, the: 
ycmo^mem Whenithefirs^Hadhnentsof'tearoi-i 
ing : iBstiUed in/to rthem as chihiteen aue ever, 
tbey almost univecsally fpUow. courses of uostruiM^ 
tion under tutors in pubUc cdlegesi-hiXhese^jape/. 
foUc^eid^lipi byx seri^ >o£}le^:ures;f)n> aUtidm^gf ^t 
sdiiyisctsiiiios^iiUiei^stuigtd 9^ei^^apditoisdie»^i. 
glveiki^ijY4ri9ttS jnajitw^ynstitotw^ wosti 

enpjiaeait kiteUecte QfrtherCJWo^)^fr'P^»»<w« ^ho^^ 
reseaijches! Jia^e ^qi^^r^ab^fact^d ithem^fixw 
society, ,jmr fbom >iitsii .political .interests ;. sua ad*';; 
vTOtng^peorbftp^.y^pe^ tp th^ lw|iilfe*t^toii 



ooate & lididol^y'Snd i!gw<»aAc^W sltif^,^ w1ii^]^%v<fei^: 
yOtiiigJ ittttni -whateVti^iiH ^etkM^mi \^dU!*\«*ff 
toavdidi'' Wii^ifh^ aliei-ed tttti6^,' ^nd'^tlhi^'iiiiM 
pttoted-sfol^ioMointo^e tiftcttallt^^ifiie <^tiT<«l{f;bbtfti 
of- th^'folliei" and ^ the 'e*|fei«« XMP'^oWt^'hii^ 
altered. -From a hcMHei^^iere titeif 'ji^vg^^'^d^ 
living in good intelligence with e&&)^ Oth@iS^«iMi 
no longer stratigei^B to their <;lu|d»env'th^y'are^i«y 
longer driven iiito early debauchei«f'^ areBtfarWi'' 
from' idleness ~ areno longe^^^iught' tor ddiiaideiF* 
the repntitito of a4ibertin6'aS<e*t*r^fttcelM o^ 
distinguishing. The whole race of^'ftfetttte^AfeS' 
rtO^ longer' feffrbttt .J)Uftli6''t(«i^etJi^b5* tM ^tfen- 
tatioas dispJay'^if -thdr fllig<Jlte*'g'Aili8 :4tttttooS6* 
who fr^ufetit their-Alafciefef; (k-ftfll ffltb 6bftfaelfcttdfls' 
With theibi iShr6w.&''VHilf<4v^ ^Wa«te^W6iilff 
fOi^iS^y ha"*<i'^MeiSed''*ftaiBb^da'^" A'^P 
^tetfcir'ihdwgte K^'"6SRen-'^ae*'4ri^«ig»BiA^Vif' 



pmgs§i,ha|^,iqiu.t^,fli$efMjtihe Wfnj*u(« whioh/fch«. 
m^fimm i9^) ;Wft>3a^»..y€rtt 9si8tfliai»(J>fl««righe9iu( 
^Rjnwiftf rthfy iwBfc y^ither„at foejusg; tlieilcftntria of. 
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ttre fttti ftit ag^ Id ^rtakfe ^f, feittd €iftj^ bM)^. 
The establishment, thejf^fert, t>^ the 'nfe^itfei^ftea 
iHiu^ie itHf the ^tern^l hdnse ^' the fird«<J^^ai^bf 
theu* union, which sometimes forms att*i%fel^'tff 
die marfiage iioiilrac^ is often Withodt'^Wnlitae- 
tnentorregfet to the y6nr\g peoipte, sttid'gfeflel 
rally a comfbrt; ahd amttsetttehfc t^ theii* siitiioi*. ' 
' TMi ydtitiger geHe«r^ti<in, which hai^ -Ibe^tt febfft 
to Ide^ of iibertyr^nfd iitosed ill political dliWiii*i 
siofis *-- whi<5h ha« ri^ceSved- a ■ better edifdititrtt 
than thefa- fathers, attd lived mmc*e eirii^Mfefeted 
titties — view foi*itler disfcord^ and prfejoditfis 
in the light of history, and without the itrititiOfl 
either of ^elf^sufffering or seifittibWific^rtifotti 
They tkifgy well, therefore, be^o^ed to i^tppose 
that tfieii^ admission into the councils tif tli^ 
oountry,^^ in the Chamber of DeptttieuS^at* an 
earlier age, would be a meascfl^ lilc!ely' -to 
render that assembly less factious, moretftnted 
in qiinion, iless exteavagant in i pfcjjdWs, Und 
ttioare capaWe <i6JeitaWishing on its true pt«id4 
ple» a repres^ntetive government,- thin ihe* two 
Chambers constituted as at prtesettt. At the 
same time the possibility of young men entering 
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sooner into fm aqtiy^ poUtipal liie twuld e»ooUf> 
rage that turn : fpr s^q^sj . opcupation, , itad , thte 
a,cquir^Ji^i(Lt of fioUd i^tirud^oiut which marks ihe 
presienti :8e^ .;.'.;: : nf.^t-.r-:-,- i: --n, .nij; .:; , .■;»!* 
A residence at thmr country seats being aw 
longer prescribed to them^: under the name of 
esdfle^as^ a punishment. in consequence of what 
was^ called disgrace at Courts a countey life .has 
become fashionable. AH those possi^ssing coun^ 
try houses pass many months, at tb^i»> wisely 
taking that part of the year which is most favour* 
able to the redi ei\joyment ot* the country^ while 
much expense and attention, are, bestowed both 
in the ornament and the improvi^ment of these 
residences. No dismissed minister will ever 
again be sent» as a punishment, to ^e^ChantelOup 
trr no leave be ever again i^aquired from Court to 
visit hina there^ 

. Whatever may yet be the insecurity or insuflS-* 
ciency of the political institutions of the French, 
perwi^al;, liberty is as completely enjoyed and 
estaWiihed^ as if kttres de cachet and arbitraryr 
imprisonments had not existed in the mismory 
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of many yet living, and of some yet regretting 

their lossu 
By an odd anomaly, while the manners of 

society have become much purer, the theatre, 
; whiph is su{^osed to reflect those manners, has 

become more licentious both in its language and 
^ in the intrigue of its pieces. All the sentimental 
I difficulties, the delicate dilemmas, the nice dis- 

tkiGtions of the Marquises and the Countesses of 
. bi haute cam^die^ have been obliged to give way 

to the popularity of pieces, whose plot as weU as 
, whose <lial(^e would not have been suffered^n 

the public theatre by the chaste ears qf * the inti- 
, mate society of Louis XV* (1) ^ 

While no consideration for the feelings or the 

mSdvmgs of the people existed in the govem- 

inent^ the greatest delicacy was observed in 6rder 

to avoid hurting either on the stage : r— now, all 

the follies and all the horrors of the Revolution 

( 1 ) t say on the public theatre : for the pieces admitted to 
r^resentation on private theatres in the first company^ -at 
that period see the account ^iven by Coll^, the author df some 
of the most admired farces of this t:ind, on whose profligacy 
and licentiousness he was himself the first, and perhaps thef 
owZ^.one, to remark. — Colly's Memoirs, passim. 



461 

Crowded and delighted audiences appl^B^ iee^,' 
ioiB'iBdiidiia]iiith0«tisbistaiHt6r(rpi^ itkPagi^ of' forty- 

^:;ft)rs w^-jinust haveise)eoi6rie^eaieiH;t^in^th^ir^i^^ 
1 i peraons^iorl iat tkos^iof^ ^irt||«at^esf<t^Iati^ng&,^^e 
! . .dangBrsLandltUfei!wjGSsnngfif e^ibite4^4>dibr6 Ih&tn. 

l( .pe)dpkd<mth Ae ^eiscnKigesdl^theiFlidittieiibrifiigs 
V urabbrle of Fsudst tin thecstageii an^cfd^'with: aUv8dits 
K . of domestic iiv^apoiis, and pulliag iQUmii't^> bouse 
( : 4^£jab quiet oitizeQ sbolit hii^ ears : ' » i^ieti ^^ 'A^tmtl 
'yF^endmlti;amLJ4pr^^ wbic)^ eshibitis witbviidueh 
wit, the insolence and' tii6 imini»atity <»f -^ii«»3^, 
and-the repubUcfen faoBTors atid-footeiierfiof^iPen- 
-^tiiaw/)^^^ auc3hi« Se^-MeJiiyBS^i\ wHfcrGittefepiiode 

i;graifed4ifer0f;-Miteatv »is>d^^ 

i iiiteresbit o6iird> kispire^ bytnbakingi: keriixfegger 

(I) *^lia Maisoii* dii Rerapart," act^l at the • Theatre 

^-d^ 7Nwv<eatit6d ; ^- Avaat; F^dmt^ et Aprts,"" by ^fibe, 

.acted fcftly^^ff^ejn, cim^s. at «the')¥«ttde^ll^* ^Theatrq, luid, 

then stopped by an order of the Police; « Sept Heures," 

aeted at the theatre of thef Port^ St. Martb* 
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directed by revenge fof the death of a lover^ 
instead of leaving the fact as it really was — ail 
exaltation of patriotism^ and a hatred of the 
h^rorg she saw around her, in a young, ardent, 
and uninformed mind. « ! 

By th^ happy versatility which on no occasion, 
nor in any circumstances, seems to desert th^ 
French character, they have^ however, eman* 
cipaited their theatre from all the classical tram-> 
mels^ and from all the modem formalities to 
which their tragedy was so long subjected. They 
have received the muse of Shakspeare with open, 
arms, amd are eildeavbunng to follow (at an. im- 
measurable distance) the star which has, at lasfc 
appeared to them from the banks of the Avon,. 
They have at once given up the unities of Ai^ 
totle, and the etiquettes of the court of Louis the 
][^Qurteenth $ anc^ in their attempt at historical 
drama, are mc^e in danger of falling into uio-i 
theatrical atrocities, than into their former in- 
flated sentiments, long monologues, and wordy 
expressions of passion. 

France, indeed, may be said to be now reaping 
th^ only advantages she could ever receive froppi 
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emigration, and from her long'#tefere itt'alJt^JSWEif'^ 
of Europe,— the removal oif raafey i^cal p^ipi' 
dicfes, and a great change in th6 tdOniestiiiJ^te ^ 
of the least' GOrriglble pa:h;=«f lieifi pdjfjttlatisayf' 
This change is manifest intb*' mW^^Ugifl 'ir- 
regular habitd' of the iij^el* bfdd^iftfeiif '4bci4§^, 
the more e^ijiidl aistfibtitidtt oF'tM? wftbl^'eii^ 
penditure, and in a ^i^efeiience*tb'"tite%3b?tiiift' 
cotaforts Of life rathei- than otifcaslM -sflfibl^^'ISia * 
magnificeniig. Instfead'of a train tiF^W^si^ijP'^ 
servants, thofie only a¥e ipfetailhdA ibr" Wi^ 'tM^- 
have employment f ' thejy ^e ' he^'. "j^M^ ffldli'^ 
foitoerlyi'^and^'kjre 'ti-eWtedi't^ritt^ Kfes^'fertS^ 
thdiigh ^tJi tnoi^ <Jdttsidefati<*ti.'^ '©dt'^'ay^'^i^^^ 
condition of ' sodfety" tias it*'' d^stdfaiitiig^,' ^fietl*-^ 
rettiain^ of the pattfefdhatittkeffiKieAf oF^eti^i^ 
ati<ki9^«BrvaHts to g4neratibii«l6f in!4^lt%*^-*2*# 
pei-sbns having lived" arid flitti ik'thfe'y^mife'l^ 
those whosfeTjirth ttiey ha«'tpith^8ei*, a*id 4W^. 
foi-tuA^^ "ftiey' Hati' «Alo*^ r'stt^d^^J^i^^'^yl^ 
pf^MMyl'^io«(h'eiii)^ftetidfe''4^e*'^i^ttSi^-W^^ 
nience as England, from tiWe pi^fetet Jilftlfep^ha-^ 

btbtighf t6d heirly Itittt cctottfc*^ WM^kbii^ ^p^l^ 

M 2 
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Tfffj^s n^jt tP catcl^ their faults, witlioi^t the power 
of acquinng, likewise,' their redeeming merits. 
, The ^^me improved taste for convenience, 
metead^^of ^how, h(a"s led to the general adoption 
of the fashions of, their English neighbours in 
their carriages ^^nd equipag^. Light, easy, plain 
carriages^ equally ^uited for town' or country, 
.have universaiiy succeeded to the vehicles, all 
ffilding ^s^rithput and all velvet within, which 
formerly filled the 'streets of Paris, while calashes, 
briichkas, and every borrowed form of open 
oarriagje^ hav^ superseded the awkward chaise 
^de^ jgfoste Frangaise on their public roads. The 
pteble expenses of the opulent comprise every 
jthing, that, is necessary for use and comfort, 
yithout^ r^unning into those lavish, and often 
J dis^aqeful, ^pms squandered pn coachmakers 
and hor^e des^ers in England: nor does a 
, fashionable and distinguished existence in the 
first socijety of Paris at all depend on the carriage 
which conveys any individual to that society, or 
' th^ apppintments of the servants that accompany 
it. However conducted to the salon, the most 
perfect equality of rights to please, and to be 
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pleased, takes place when thei'e : there> neither 
the old nobility reclaim any exclusive ngfifi/AW 
the new expect any. ' ' ^''^ *^ ^^^ 

it has been said, and truly, tnat arcfiit^cttire 
witnesses to the political an4 i^ocijffs^fd^w 
country more than any other contemporary 
evidence. The buildings ' of* all the' phncipai 
towns in Italy ^light he, cited as'furmsmng^roora 
of this assertion. THq enprmotis struciures pi 
ancient Rome, wj^ich stilt puzzle all fhodeA 



to people, prove a population of slaves, worRing 
at the will of 4?spbtic power w iiieir &my siiB- 
sistence. The hai;dly less vasr remains "or fne 
papal grandeur of. Rome, equally ^rove un- 
wieldy and unwholesome wealth * contecred 



the many. The severe prison-like palaces oi 



Florence, with the^• high and small wndows, 

_. ^_„ defenc" "~ 

li* than 

dull chambers below, betray tne want of security^ 
and the turbulent manners of a republic,^whose 
chiefs could never agree among themselves, nor 



and their, squaie tower, at once for defence and 

i ■ . ' '■ --^ ■ ■ '■ ;i;;l: ••{: .;:■. -it/; J JOyloi')0^..t^'iu 

for the power of breg-thipga freer aii* than m ffie 
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e^r,5U<5c0e4 in ^subduing tbe spirijt of an indus- 
trious popple, blessed with a favoured ^oil and 
cUpiat?... V , , 

,j> Ti^e t JJfWe, ?»p4^rft .architectui;e of , France will 
ea^jallyrfteU 4^;s.ffOwn story^, Tbe imm^s? ^.pd 
lipifigijil^pnt fcq^sesfwhicb existed in evety qua?*^^ 
of Paris^^ 4*b? ffO^ times, when p^tial tpixes, 
p^|:tif Iji^u^Ui^uti^^i jjuxd the uncqoii^'ffll^ wiJii/and 
^(Oyjrnftfi ^^^k 90Ve;Eeiffns, had raised, up p. no- 
l^lity, tfto f pp^^^fu^; for t]\e crown, aj>d no less 
fflHPf}?^?fve tp ,tbe people* . Wben the strong arm 
flff^afbit^ary ppw6i?,£M: l^st aicceeded in reducing 
l^ft^n^oj?^ tOfpditic^ insignifi<?ancej their ax»- 
^t^t^(?%wa^./G9n%eRi to court fa.vour, and tbeir 
^me^^ ^ di^^nctiQn to a. luxury and niagnifi- 
jc^j3yfp;^^)y^i[g|ip being, securely gu^-rded by exdu- 
ftSPiPfilQl^gi?^ neither industry nor merit could 
ejy?J^ -P^^^^ibly* attain, or. even hope to rival. 
^R^f?gcW(f jsee;^. wimple quarter of the tnetrPpoUs, 
In which the habitations of the tiers etat occupy 
j^p..fi]C[aU.^ stare, and are kept as much ont of 
jjght,^ as their rights, their convenience^ and 
thpir comforts were in the government of tlieir 
icountryj— whole streets of high walls surround- 
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ing large enclosures, which defended tteir mi 
habitants fr6in the necessity of ever coming iri 
contact with their inferiors, and too surely gave 
token of the line of demarcaticm existing in 
society between a nobiUty assuming rights susJ 
tained only by possession, and a people deprived 
of rights which no possession can forfeit. 

Already, before the end of the reign of Louii 
the Fifteenth, many of these enormous mansions^ 
however well suited for great fSetes and enteri 
tainments, had been found very inconvenient dot 
the domestic purposes of their owners: selfish 
indulgence found its account in smaller hB^bit* 
ations, which could only hold thosq who were to 
minister to its gratifications \ hence sprung up 
a number of pavilions, ornamented with porticoes 
and pediments, and columns without, but withiiv 
untenable for the occupation of a family ; ^^ sufr 
ficiently demonstrative of the careless prodigality 
and selfish luxury of the day. 

What it has been agreed to call Grecian taste 

was then quite new in France, and every thing 

was to he a la Grecque. It was not till a more 

intimate acquaintance with Italy and with 

M 4 
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Grrcceiy Kaoglift <4iem that- a; heartheJn :dsa]^l IfcTge' 
enougbito! Contain the priest and ttte statue ^ off i 
hi»;jGodr'fwasr'i2Mi(Mnp«tibl^ the lod^ng a 

Chrijrtianrf»nqi]y/?and4lia<) in att atteiii^s at ei* ' 
largang) the » stze,i or (alteridg the position . of 'su^i 
anolottt buildings, t&atrb^auty is lost//whic^ at' 
beat' can /iljjctirapeftbate Ifop the rwant oE internitl > 
copveHiendesiiilhaMtoillifei! /J i; i - « ,i ..! 
f EhiHjtkg itioti (difiouders "and * idoefiscations^'of 4ihe > 
rej^diition^ mdat :of>the gieafciigtels of Paris, >be^ 
coming! floational: prcpertj, < changed both inhabits 
ant» /and ownerk .On 'the return to peaceable' 
ti^ijea, iidiDseiwbioh! had i (not been converted into 
ptkbllc ^offices, jof > e^piiopriated to the< ^aj^odesi v^ 
th^ «Mixiste»«i ofribe trawny or irrevocably alien- 
ated ^ijr^ tiuB '.€(aie' < bf ' ^nsitiondl pa^op^ty, were re^ 
stored to iiieiprtanrigiJbd' propriety ^But to the 
altere(i trahite ^of Jthcntime,; and:>ifee altered sac- 
c€^oiti>of{ parapwrtyj 4hcyi have been found so ill • 
suiteld/vrthaii rin > matay instanceis! (they have been 
coi!w?eiitediipto twroi orithtee siepiajrate habitations ; ' 
thase^ n6toni;:thi©iifi!internal ^ak-ij^ being 

more i ednapacty ^ allow bf their rooms being better 
ligfotfeldi tOTorewthoiroUghly» warAted^ atad- more 
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capable of constant occupation, tiian could evcir ^ 
have been the vast salons dor^ of the formcif > 
edifices, of which these houses form sometiriies 
little more than a wing, or even an apartment, i v * 

However, in spite of the two opposite excesses 
that we have mentioned in the domestic archi*! 
tecture of France, it is still in Paris that we mitet ' 
look for the most admirable models of a towii 
residence, where sufficient space is allowed, bdtih 
before and behind, for a free circulation of air, . 
for a seclusion from too immediate neighbours^ 
and for the luxury of reposing the eye on ver* 
dure and vegetation, in the midst of a great city 
— where carriages approach under cover^ and 
persons on foot are protected from the weather^ 
before they are admitted into the apartments ^^ 
where all the rooms habitually occupied are on 
the same floor — of a size capable of every social 
enjoyment, and with separate communicationsi 
allowing of the attendance of servants in the 
immediate neighbourhood of their required ser^ 
vices. If we add to this accommodation for car- 
riages and horses within the same endosure, 
separated from those of others, we must allow 
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Ibdti in the rival luxuries <pf the twd me-i 
trop<^% there is nothing so much to envy, 
iiix4 iO; ilf9tjb£fig are -we so much surpajised as 
in(\QUF.\ i^WM .residcDces* And here again 
nr^tecturiBi may ! tell the' tale of a great com- 
Hiftf oiid ' asr well as manufacturing dty, where 
ll^. gTQund Jia$ beeia long too valuable ' to 
}^j e:^peilded xA gmdeini tod courts i^ whei^e 
l^^)fi^^)et(^ il9 as conspiciiiou^y placed, 'ai^d 
ift)L(pr4>portion) betteu lodged tha^ the nobles, 
^ho^ h^itationa are on all aides hemmed in by 
id^eianifc, ifast rising to> every distinction pos- 
»edsed JbjD/thebrgreaAi neighbour whose, ancestor, 
iMfhapj^^cqiiired those distinctions by the very 
>ame m^afai^^-^^of a lialion wh^re. every man 
j^sdesaedof tarealth has:lbng preferred the country 
^UBL>the scbne.afiih^sei^oyments 2uid his luxruries, 
£DQaid&tin^liXandon<^>ap^ oniy afibrdiiag; the 
^neans io dnduptry i and' ambition^ of securing, in 
tLflke^ siiich an €xist€iiiGe iin' the country, as will 
giye!it3^9W3ierteveffy right possessed by his noble 
neighbour in London. 

.) Admitting (iirehitecture still as an evidence of 
the :po)itiCal and* i^cial state* of a Country: the 
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buildings and repairs goiiig om= in 6v0ty littl6 
towp and village in France^ the great ekbem^aA 
of the fkuxbourgs o£ Pans, the i6&nit& numbef 
of small houses for single fanaaiies, s^iKtiging up fin 
the immediate neighbourhood (»f all the* gtettt 
towns, and the immense increase of s^h'tioisd^il 
in Paris, prove what the subdivision and C^atigi 
of prc^rty caused by the ReVdluticfm ^ 1^ 
equality of public burthens, and the- cbaitei'cid 
rights of the people, hav€ akeadortdone itrfViind^ 
It is to these rights, andto thefeeliingdgiveaby 
the { acqiuisition of property secmrM ,by ( 4&^ 
rights, and not either tO{ beri rstastestneni ovh^ 
writer^ that. f;fanci& will dWe/ihe^ fii^eipou 
litical tranquilliity^ and the filial establishmentiof 
^> representative monarchy. ' It is tii3si> iedting^ 
that will confine to rhetorical piirases the viifekm^ 
ary schemes of her republicans^ will ]i8dfaGe> te 
njalUty themorefoolishand ant^uated doetaifiefi 
of their x>p{^onents> and ^Hl ^Dir: ever riedeue bet 
from that anacihronisdfi to common sense^an ab^ 
solute government . i ^ i f- .'\: if i jji' 

While a regeneration of ideas has token jplkce^ 
not only in England and tin France!^ but in ^11 
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the,. European states, it must be matter of as- 
IfOjiUshment to the philosophic observer, that all 
l^hese jstates, after fifteen years* peace, should con- 
tjfiu^to think it either necessary, or advisable, or 
.filjt^eripg: their, own individual prosperity, to con- 
j^titj^tetberoselves in a stateof permanent blockade 
,]^y^th } respect to one another ; , to beset their 
]fp;ntjier^ wth ciistom-house fortresses, guarded 
|)y .^^ ajjrmy. of ojfficers, paid by each state for 
j^pcit^ng commerce, and preventing the produce 
r^Qjf] one cpuptry from, being iipmecjiately ][)ar^erQd 
,^OT tli^t pfr anotljer, with mptual advantage, and 
ji^i^e r^^j^ef .pf ,m^tual,w^ whije^ at, thei^ami3 
tiine^ l:he ipeacj^ful, unarmed inhabita^^^ of these 
si^tesi ,re^i|ir,e a liqence to caj:ry their industry 
aiid their riches, ..or their wants a^d their miseries, 
whf re tl^ey niapr t)est^ obviate the one or fel^eye 
th/d other* , 

If any statesman could abstract himself from 
the Gomnion^ and vulgar ideas of encouraging 
comn^^ce by duties pr by bounties, or could look 
^teyjopd the necessity of an immediately produc- 
tive taxa^tion ; if ja country could for a moment 
be considered as a g^'eat landed estate, of which 



itk stewardii^ (the government)' ^ferfe afijiiaSWecf % 
riiake the most, and pTo6ut^^ the 'j^ttJi^^^'lBifM' 
eiice'at once to the landlord (the ^6t^eiisl|pQ)^iid 
to th^ tenants ^(the pfeople), Tiironid^it 'eVidi' fefe 
attempted, by preventing the produce' 'df the 
estate from being freely sold; to'purcftaki^'Wliiit 
grfew moi-e abundantly, or was WlHVat^d '^dfti 
less cost on a coritlg;uous firbi^eirty? wMcl 
it be, by att^nipting to thrbw' itiip^Aients ^ti 
the occasidnal: egress or ingress of tenants' ifbr 
their improvement, emolument, 6r';^le^iui^^> 
would it be by subtracting k coiikid^i'able ' pkft 
of those tenants from all useful laboiir, arfd s'tib- 
sisting them oii the wages df th6 o<hef^?''Yet 
what else are all prohibitory systeiils' of cbm- 
merce ? what else are custom-houses, passpiirts, 
and standing armies ? "Let not these ideasV Sow- 
ever, be considered as Utopian dreariisi ^ ll^o- 
body endued with common serisiBcarr' suppose 
that either custom-houses, passports^ or s^ 
armies can be entirely done away with, any 
more than taxes arid public revenue ;' but it 
may surely be recommended to statesnieri to 
recur more frequently in their combinations to 
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tb^6 &rst dmple iitefragable principles^ acrd t6' 
assure themselves, that the less they ire lost 
sight o^ the nearer theu" measures approximate 
to tiiem, the mor^ permanent and useful thejr 
ate lifcdy tosprove —-the more essentially ;^roffl> 
able to the interests of the country for which 
they aeft :>-:^ ■ • ■ j ^-^ ■ . ^ '^^ 

f'rance hadmuch to destroy, much rubbidhtd- 
remoKre,,befiHieish6 could set about the re-edific2U 
tikmi o£ her political existence made UjDeessaryrby 
]dngi and complicated abuses, En^and had little 
to^iuf ai9d mikchio I'bse by anytrbnflicts dither 
with herself or her neighbours i--^het proqxirityi 
^aftertfaet.totiai emancipation of her American 
colioni^s^ might have taught her a gr^rt; and 
tisefiil ksscm^ which, if nations profited by et^ 
periemcej wonldj have led to the eariier rdief of ; 
Ir^and^AxDm all political disabilities. The ex- 
cessesi of revolutionary France repressed die 
discoilteiits of Englknd^ restwed her to a sense 
of herijjreal advantages, and allowed her to profit i 
by the immense increase of her commerce, and 
by ithe wesdth poured into her fiinds in coiise- 
quence > of jthe disturbed state iDf the continent 
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These combined caubfesr m^ked io het "ptoipiBi 
and disguised even to the eyes of ber ministers^ 
the frightful expenditure <)f the repeated iJl- 
conducted coalitions against France^ apMi ipre^^ • 
vented any just^^lculatioil oflialf theiwaghi of 
its consequences* > ^: ^l- • .iS 

One great and severe draft on the finatoocs^'rf; 
a country, hcJwever difficult arid embaatassing ht 
the ,mmnent> is soon recovered j IVaikce, there^ 
fore, lias long dsased to fed the s^v^n htiikli»d r 
miUionB which het vertiga of a huBld^red days had 
cost her* But when 'vrtll Englahd' retovep frpm j 
the effects of aki^- annual {Public expeftditutd riot; 
compatible with her means, duiriiig^a^ peace&d;, 
existence ? Wheii will the habits df luxury jaaald > 
indulgence in private life, aud of cardbsri diSBii. 
pottion of the? public fortune, acquired 4uciiQg^i 
depreciiated currency and a fictitious (^uteilee:4^ 1 
when will they yield tdi and how Will thfey m^fc 
the increasing demands dn: the irboieb0dy of * 
proprietors for the support of an in<treasing?arid 
uft employed populatioU ? - . 'i ;.;.)'• • 

The successfid applicatidn of scieiiee -to *he ' 
commom purpolseS of life — the wonders pdrfonned 
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• by «team^ laAd by tm.etimetj it\} ktoiihilafiAg 
distance and doubKng theprodttt^^F^stbtt^'^ 

.the in^rovements in diet €i!ad4iM)its 6f clfe&lilftes 

1 jmaAetrially obviating niueb di8^iai^,4nd ^6ih^d^- 
, ftbly iiQcreasingi i ; the lobancei^^of^iftiftaatf. ^Bi^^ 

,.(the general extentoopiiofieducatiot*/^»ia]l th^iSif^Sli- 
[^ailtages combine towards fortiaki^ ' *tf ^^fin^fe-- 

. Bally, imfmi^eirSb^4)thnirtmi'e^ <:.)H**^ 

iHuThat they should be-, ateoompafeied* l^f«»%r 
>4M8qultiea^ andappear to lead^«« ilo \^tey IS^mkt 
p^;^o(i)ito itiuch iloavoi)(laUe'di9&eil^, &»>^i6l#l^ 
i>Bepfith«^tKpngest jproo&giveft by ©iiiifipfcJifftBe 

^>t^ig ^nite>pafer»]!s rnidoiatilre^^^in^fif^' ^ifih 

;ftv#py thing improving around* 5ri*i^i-^ti4tl*^fty 
,>devr e?:pMding^ ^very pui^uit ^uccestfid^J^^i^e 

I mi^ftake^s oS former times ^^cognised a^ai^bidSd, 
thi3 very wccess. seems 3iecessapay'<«o^-^Gttbcei[l 
within it the seeds of what nmistfof ^fet)^wbdt 
the possibility of carrying beyond ^?eift2lin iiSfiaite, 
the immeasurable ho^^s, unbounded 'wish^-isi^ 
pobleat aspirMions of our nature. ' -^ ;$ ino j la 
If, in comparing the general /effects^ whiiohfiaiWi 
arisen, and the situation in which £ng}and;>^a^ 
Fr^ci^ ar^, placedvfiHi>ni the^^ticalibgi^tiMA 
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of.th?fe»t fprtyy^aTB^ w^ should rbe?J®d tto v<hi- 

_ _si4^, 0U15. fQ}m\xy 4s^ ipdi<5ating) ' some degree jof 

the ip^iifity; 9^^]^^gTi^^of:^d,yjm^ngiiy^^ 

^4 tb^ lpftg,uo4iSturt5ejiepJQyineirt ofipoMcal 

lil^jfty ; . if.tiie otten countai^imanifeste tfee 4>dta- 

^ IsLiic^fff jrputhi: m^<i *be in^oatience <bf novejiyj in 

tjip : jpui^^jiit r^a^i acq^niijeOTfifnt ; ofraiil^ the? Jadvaafti- 

' tages l4^ir;^atmtyr.&iid';abil^ 

^^^ptj^pt ;iTTr:l^ iOEM^afe surely allow >tfald; thd bom- 

rfewed wH of twoi aubb;cxmqt|d08jwtbe>ilhifflferi8e 

^g^if^t a^r^u^titQ.idiatate rtx>£ufO{letit fjc^i^cdiH- 

;gS^t^tftrjfeiJe_J«ltrfl0ctua^:f,solll^ o^^ j^li^hjji6i!ed 

.,^fi4dii^-to i^jimprovff^ by^ tkeix Btmm'i^ to *e 

^(iqiric^h^i^y th^u^^sc^weriesi and td 1^ ^^S^^Mc&d 

ij^y )tfeeir,Hexawple iaallrfche^ ^-eat^jpriiacipl^^ tif 

^yUl^vty ftffid-^^al happki^ssi;-: Aiiibei^'iai^id 

jjlftwcm^d ^Ucy will iteach suchan iassbciatioi^*fo 

js^b^t^p from all : ii^teii erenjce^ witili : thief ^$6itiei^ic 

or commercial acraiogemeats i<i>f 'Otb^t^* iJftSfrtft, 

on: with any internal: chajige? ^erf* rgo'^^iirhtent, 

ii^ch :an independent people may' deeih tie'd^jj- 

sary for itheir .welfare 4 while^ the ^ieighl bf ^tic^ 

N 
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a combination of influence and authority may 
effectually prevent the meditated changes from 
molesting or embroiling their neighbours. 

If England and France, from paltry jealousies 
of power, from ill-calculated commercial rivalry, 
or from any selfish individual ambition, refuse 
this high calling ; refuse to unite their powers 
in placing themselves at the head of the intel- 
lectual world and assuming this universal sove* 
reignty— • the only one possible, — what dominion, 
what glory can either ever hope to attain com- 
parable to such a destiny ! What honours equal 
to such an association ! What approach can ever 
be made towards the supposed perfectibility of 
our species that can equal the allied intellectual 
power of England and France — enlightened » 
to their own real interests, and combined to en- 
courage, to foster, and to protect, the general 
interests of human nature ! 

Sim Germain, 
June 1830. 
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CHAP. VII. 



\)[}TH the concluding sentiments of the last 
chapter the author meant to have closed these 
considerations, and to have left to statesman and 
politicians their further developement, and the 
application of their results to the afiairs of the 
two countries in question j but having been pre- 
sent at the marvellous events which lately too^ ; 
pUce in the political existence of France, the 
aj;5ftK>r feels it impossible not to notice so remark- 
able a. passage in the civil history of mankind, . 
an^ so striking a change in the character and . 
conduct of the nation where it took place. 

A king of France, reigning in undisturbed 
splendour and unquestioned authority on Sunday 
the 25th of July, and on Sunday the 1st of 
August, in one little week, the same being hav- 
ing become a fugitive without power and without 

N 2 
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in the jdistutbed iikwii >uncerteinf ^/?ii|)3jt|i^ft)ftf ^f 
OToatidprtantictf hi^4>fllace«^j ii'i£h^$e('^^^^m§m 
tanure^ tikeithe iifeen6tntotie>jcat^trc^h^>p|*^ ^?|5|> 
«rti Idlfey .thato .fecte rftcfa^a%4^kjngnBl?H^o«^jl#? 
mdsf) jDB^latly oiigam$e4i EI^rt>pe«l»^;g9yeH^mfWtf 
iTfae/iinhdbiionts; ofrna/rgreaitf r Jii^uiii^u^ij Pfp^l^l 

1^fil^S'^dt^ithi!rti)r^^^^ rhoursr^gn&n^) iQg^l^y 
't]Miitied QftniA > (pclr&dtly f^^point^ it9rp!0]^/a}^^i ^ 
the next twenty-four hours, wbW;{l%iti?Wyri%fmf4 
landi fOftiaJlyi^led,^ drivingfrtJls^^ 
ithctm^^Eind tkkhtgi efiiiire<niLi]itairfr ^j93te^i|(^(f£v^ 
1 «iettnq[rabs>^^in]stdd( jtti timr rgodtydi r rf^i: eiy@si^ 
'^Uicbjrttosrstete^ iiittheiri ;|:0SlkltoIkly^gQ|^(|i)^ 
'Vddid9be);lf'aiid Jtdnacniig ^ibeen)i pnegientlfAferri^ 
1 1^0^^ lattdjap/witaiesB .of 1JxBJx!fi0on$€K^i«Q^Q^, 
*feeih*icelytlq8seB8jAewonde*rth^ eKmtQ/,§ft4iPilfeU 
^■>lbavife^>tttbm Jiewdiyiicredablfai ju-.h-.-ail oi Irjtayj^ 

^Wftd >fibseHfcajliofftall{ onnecej^s^jry vioi^nc^,;^^ 
'iwiithd »mqmeBt of ^<7onqueaty :,md rmir^M^^ 
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aWy«fcd '6^ alt etttfltlSiasth '^T!d>Jexa^geritk»i?4n 

mSb&^^'ii^Pi^AKn th^hdwi^of ilft»eiQOiM|kieiBor& 

V^kfli!ct^j>^ain4^iifid)ee!^i»' 4^^i^ ^liiitircdyitiidlki^ ikke 

k^3^rf Mir^^^'^ilA^ drc^ntetaiitte^^ (ihdtrjevfitf Ja 

^^^taiyi^ a;«;miiriid»ti9g emhcb |)bHtkakiiisedDtpntMii 

'^nSml^6ii»»es| for^lhis :4^£OQiitetitii;alre»d(^^ 
c^t)^^fMe|d4ti^€hap<)if ¥i, werdjtncreiaed l)^iti^r 

seemed to animate alLUieBiiiuJstjsars caUfeKtjlQ^Jle 

iifleiViBetej, by fkv the4onge^triiredy aftdiiiexfe^^ 
^^eai4y mk- yearsy ^became jibrtidulady jQbnotJi^s 
'i41[*4^ ite^sdpposed'inrakedtiDdjofitbe JleButitks,^ 
^•<*Oncu thence: in 4;he views of^ the^iwudft toiall^fw 

N 3 
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an undue influence to the clergy, or viixn/t was 
designated politically Le parti prStre. 

From the manner in which a few broken 
windows and an insignificant riot had beea> sup- 
pressed in the Rue St. Denis during the winter 
of 1827, the people acquired the assiu^anee thai 
'th^re would be no backwardness, eitfaep' id odie 
^^ttiinirtry or the court, to apply fuilitary fytts^Wi 
the smallest expression of popular discontent. 
The succeeding administration, in which JVL 
' de la Ferronaye was at the head of the foreign 
affairs, and M. de Martignac minister of ike 
J inftMior, was at first popular, at least appeai?ed 
iao; after the dismissal of that, which had been 
" designated by the epithet of the ministere d4^ 
^ plorable. On the retreat of M* de la Ferronaye 
■from illness, the indecision and delays in the 
=f choice of his successor gave suspicion of an intrai- 
tibn of replacing him by the Prince de Polignac; 
'tlie idea was already so unpopular aiS' to^ be 
' dropped for the moment. 

' ■ 'The king's progress into Alsace, in thefoUow- 
•'iif^'siririmer, accompanied by the minister of the 
•''itrt^ti^r, was successful in advancing for the 
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moment the popularity both of the king and of 
the minister. The wishes of the people seemed 
ito he better understood by the court, and the 
court less suspected by the people. But when 
the chambers met in the ensuing session, the 
' ministry fell into disgrace with the liberals, for 
^flte>t: brii]i^iig forward long promised popular 
iweasures^ «alad out of favour with the court for 
too great condescension to popular opinion. . 
'/ The departmental and municipal laws, which 
'the Country had long and anxiously looked to 
oiis iftecessary to its internal prosperity, and as the 
i»it)»lyitjieaJns of creating a public opinion, were at 
.last ^proposed by government. They were vio- 
. lently opposed by the liberal party in the Cham- 
. J>er of Deputies, as inverting the order in which 
- they ought to take place, and allowing an open- 
ing to despotic application. The government, 
when they found a difficulty of carrying their 
: measures without the proposed amendments,* in- 
stead of endeavouring to conciliate, or to yield 
. any paints to public opinion, immediately with- 
-» drew the proposal altogether ; and as the initia^ 
• . tive of the laws then belonged only to the govem- 
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avoidable. Not so the new minisfcty,' \^idEi"^ 
Mmiiimi^Mkmy' dcaitfed, " \^th the 'Prhlfce 
deilfpbHgiWJ*i'd«^it3 headl Nobody coriceiVefl"' 
thais«tieh'^'«»'dd«ibihfttIon df 'obhoxto^'ifara^'' 
vikHtM hiwreibteeh ventured oil at once. Ili^' 
pressjfVl^efif'hadliiefett moderate, • arid hatf Wdv(^'' 
c4desd'"safadi^M3y • soiind dottiiriesr dtiring' the ' 
mtttisl^ oif MkrtigriJic, now raried eX^eijr po^' 
siW^^fottft'^dF dbuse arid bbnt^tript' against Po- ' 
ligfi*^li ^tta^-%i4'i-aSsi)ciates, ' ■ ■cai'etfulfy aVoidirigi ' 
h8t*%V#i^/'al{'^iftiii*«^ect'W%ykltj^;'^'^rdffessSi5^' 
gftSfelt 'ittatJhiWMt iiid f6i^Ity 'ti) thfe 1^%. '-fi^-'"' 
fdt#tHfe>ne?#''<;fciaittb$r rii6»''btt'i!hfe &&i of Matth'- 
l«5»§».?iii^ gi^t itt^drit^^'i6fSmer4! ^ftleAA^ ' 
wiyteBUitc6titdittedv theii' iridep«nafe!rit'^^t,«afltf* 
the?geii(«fePb6lorit <!)f -thyir sentitoeik^ %^ 4^V 
krS^^i ^^^ki^S^y^e^'th ini^Uli^kll^ded^to" 
tlSftifl^to'tb flife rii^Uri^twttH^Mcfrli^'ni^M'eJ^ 
mg6riW^il>'Th:^'<*ttairifc6i''%iy^pri'tifas"i^^ 
tbtf 5^u^ ' '6oriiplfttf^ti!iy '^ofe^ibttS,' d^feyed' ' 
tb^H'tMy ctfMd' i^6ii^'ir^'iiM^'6t M Aeadtii^ ' 
pjf»iA)fea to'tH§iH;4inttl'«iMiiiiyry wafe chari^ed. ■• 
]Sfe'#'''^^i t!ife"hi4bltti:^"silid^'"t!heir' a^pbirittrii^rit; 
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-'liad remained positively inert, they were guiAtlees 

i of any measures good or bad, and could only ♦Ipe 
iEttacked as to intention. No^overeign could baye 
^complied Arith^a; request, to dismiss his ministers 
BO made, and in such circumstances; bait instead 
^of a temperate, dignified negative firom til^e 
throne, a few dry, severe words were addressed 
to the chambers, and they were.diasolved aiier 

' a- session of ten days. Here agaitu the saitate 
ignorance of the conduct of a representative go- 
tennment seems evident Unluckily too, the 

- Briiice' of Pdignac had evinced, in the only at- 
<i^inpt ^ made iat public speaking, such an ab- 

" sende^ of all method, argument, or facility- ci 
langueige,' as proved him quite unequal to defend- 

i irtg eithfer his own measures, or those of his col- 
^leagues, from the tribune. Still the public press 
'respiected the king, he was always separated from 
-his ministers and advisers in the various and 

A inestteiustible diatribes of the diurnal press, not 
only of Paris, but of every city in France, To 

• Stop this torrent of abuse the editors were pro- 
secuted in almost every court in the kingdom. 
These trials gave occasion to the public discus- 
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idtxti of the principles which the accused sup- 
ported, and wape sure to secure the editors ir^n 
gredter punishment tiban a few& days* sedurion, 
'HUd an insignificant: fine* In short, es the 
i'lniBistdrB afterwards allowed in tbek fatal jR^p- 
jbbr/ «w^ Roi^ the laws were found quitei iifed- 
i>3^quate' to suppress the voice o!f the pec^k J•-— 
^ fifcted^yet these infatuated men were themselves 
oiteaf 4xS^ that voice, and conceived rtiemselves 
-i^adbow^those laws.-' ''i!- ■••• ■ >■' <«' .•:<■. ..'':;\ 
jfii Th^ two orthi^ee daily.'papws written in the 
-tkitebCBt of the -court (crfben with taiSich wxtte^ 
jbess), professed principles and doctrines woarthy 
!<of the seventeenth century as to regal power 
:»nd government; daring openly to abjure every 
Imeasure which inferi^ed any acknowledgment of 
r-ttef sovereignty of the pepple in their represeiit- 
ativ^s. The sentiments of the Gazette de 
* jSrcmcc , on these subjects up to the latest 
Icmoment of ? its existence under the reigB of 
CharieSi the Tenth, is a curious monument of 
ii\e perversion of human intellect, even in the 
most enlightened periods. 
J Iii the mean time the better informed heads of 
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France were aware, tnattiU the first pnnciple of 

..yrfriv ,b:i.//n7/'>r, <u£-j^(T to ')Xia odl.jjRni 
all government ^as fairly acknowlec^ed, — till the 

ridiculous i,dea had been done away with, that a 

portion of liberty, retractable at will, had been 

conceded (octroy 4) by a prince wl^o at his restor- 

ation. had no power to bestow, and was m tact 

himself received only, duxn bene placito^ — m 

■jf\r Vi tyicr oflt ffo 0')(v>i>rtno-> hrii; .vonoiofftua 
short, till the charter became^ a fair contract 
-J ii:i\\ l^jinvu)'} ofb lo oTi^.riLoflT .Y'ltaiiiiiii 
between the King and the people, ,thev must be 
'^'i- ^'' /t:ffi;7 Hif •I'.jt^nlt lAui)/? Av) I %( I i)\ 'jomnoii 
always mutually accusing e^cl;i other : on the 

one sid^ oi,iactious attenftpts, and on the other 

"i;. '.' aJ oliM/y , •,HH)i\ :.ii J;o •orijo'ii.^ir// jcflv/ ol 
of arbitrary. intentions. An Occasion only was 

wanting to bnng abbut this rtecesi^ary revision 

of the charter; but, for this occasion, it was 

' 'U'lt 'i*'-^t:'i*^y*Li£iyOiLJ*^'*^-'"''^'-''iM i'ji^>t!i no 221j' 
much doubted that the court would give Sny 

plausible pretext. Many people thoiigfe^ ananas 
many fearedi tha£ oh' the 'meeting oif tlie'cham^ 

jbers , summoned for tlie tHtfd^ bi^ ' Augiisti tlie 
cpurt would ^thiuK it advisable to use more 

pei^plor^^^tieiii^a^m^ds'; ^Ml^afe'tte- 
terk w6iM'%nhgi^ 'M^^^jiiitJMgf ''Ml 

/asthey^^aa:^aohe: '' ^-^^^^^^^i" ^'^^'^ /.bul uJlol 
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foresaw,, or suspected the incalculable impni- 
dence of, tm ministers, or the astonislung effects 
to be produced by it, , ^ ^ * 

4 he success of the expeditiori to Algiers, was 
the drop that overflowed ,the measure of self- 

"^^/'^•^^-^ ^^•^•- ^_^^iV ..^-nn i-'i/rn'/l 'H',>mjfi 

sumciency. and confidepc^ on the part of the 
ministry. The Justre of the conquest their iff- 
norance fancied ,womd flatter the vanity of the 

'jlU no ^-i^mu, .i'^i;) -ff.'^'i?'jO:. /lliii.l'^-^if >/,wy[,, 

people, and blind the eyes of their representatives 
to what was gomg on at home ; while the trea- 
sures of the Dey encouraged tiie Court m the 
_.. ^^ ^. means ot 




nation fcir money. i r 

That ihfi most enligHtened ainong the patnots 

of France hadbeffun to consider what measures 

9nl ,1211:. = }/: lo mriTr on.t w. Toir.'^rrrnriK-: .^.rofl 
were to be kept with a, ministry .who abjured 

|ib^ TO^c^t^pons on j^his su^ject3j,^ap4 f)^^ ^of 
to the lucky circumstance of the existence of a 
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prince, possessing the advantages of hereditary 
rights, but differing in education, in character, ' 
in endowments, in every thing that can distin-^ 
gtiish an individual in a race of princes* This 
prince, deservedly esteemed by all those suiRci- ' 
ently independent of the court to be free from 
its influence ; having passed honourably through i 
the severest trials of the school of adversity,j: 
whence he had drawn a great knowledge of- 
human nature, and an intimate acquaintance 
with his native country, both generally and in- 
dividually, — ^it must have been ol^vious that such 
a prince, surrounded by a numerous and wdt 
educated family, perfectly independent of tb€l ; 
court, and of its favours, by his large hereditai^.i 
possessions, and by their well-regulated adm^ii- ! 
trjriion, gave evety security the r^ioii could ire*- 
quire for assisting )lier in the retteion ^ h^ 
charter^ cpid /oc its estabHshmept on the Uusl' 
principles of a contract betweeii the goifen]^qr«.; 
and the governed^: that .the Duke <»f Orlieato^^ 
on Jiifc piiTt; laware of the wants and wishes^ of his 
countrry, paartakiog of lis ideas of .civil, liberty^ «ftx* 
obsecving witness xif thfi vacillntiDg mea«iu>eft and 
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crooked policy (rf'the restored government, — that 
he' should sot have considered the part he might 
be caHed upon to ^ct, by the incorrigible blind- 
ness of the court,— -it is impossible not to 
believe. His cautious, prudent, penetrating 
character, must often have presented to him the 
possible results of his situation in the country, 
and probably may have anticipated to him his 
ptesent elevation : but that any combination 
was fwmed between him and the liberal mem- 
bers of the two chambers, before the late revo- 
lution, either to push matters to extremity, or in 
any foreseen and previously arranged ease, to 
plate ^him on the throne — history, when the 
mari^Uous events of these days are* submitted to- 
iler ^carlin observation^ and seveife scrutiny, will 
entirely absolve both him and his adherents. 
That he had been long an object df suspicion to 
the court — that, altliciigh ^xact in the performi- 
ance of all ceremonial duties towards it, no 
cordidMty existed in their familiar intercom^se, 
wMtt^Kell known* Louis^the Eighteenth had re- 
moasttnated against the Duke of Orleans sending^ 
hiii^ra to participate in ibe education given in a' 
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public college at Paris; and Charles theTenth saw, 
with a jealous eye, persons of distinguished merit 
in every order of the state well received at Neuilly, 
and a( the Palais Royal, and th^ public profiting 
of every occasion to mark their respect both for 
him and his family. Under these circumstances 
we cannot wopder, that, when the ordinances of 
the 25th of July were determined on, and con- 
science suggested to their authors a possibiUty of 
some resistance, that it likewise suggested the 
necessity of securing the person of the Duke of 
Orleans. ^Tbis intention was communicated (for 
we cannot call it betrayed) by the wife of a de- 
puty to the Duchess of Orleans. The means the 
Duke took to preserve his personal liberty, was 
by mounting his horse in the morning, and 
riding about the country the whole day. When 
a deputation from the praise- worthy citizens, who,' 
during the week of revolution, had constituted 
themselves into a provisional government at the 
Hotel de Ville, came to desire his presence and . 
assistknce, he was on one of these expeditions, 
and^ his family absolutely ignorant where to find 
him ; a fact which the deputation seemed so 
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HMfe^'MIfeve^'^tlfia^ \^ith a* Veadiijess 

^BfeBJjP^^^cefm iii so quiet '-a'lii unassuming a 
twii^6t^tf\iSkieitoacco ^e messengers 

brbther madJe ' his ' appearance. Late in the 
eV^%^6'f tHat'da^^i im^6th of Jiily, te walQ 
i3aa1:fcbhi^tecrte'!l^eitillyihlol*aris,^a^ 
alt%e'!PJil^s' Royal On ^e next "morning hie 
^'tetafcaed by mv{\^^:tW^'£ 
^uie, Wi^if^^^e was received at' tne'dooi: with 
o^en'^iraig'^i)y'La Fayette ; and irW^t^arii^^ 
ment, and: not before, the crown of France was 



affi)ft to ihe LieutenaAt-GehVfalcj^ of the king- . 
dolili-^liaa ne himself hesilktea a'Tnoment in 
unqualified t)Dedience to the wishes of the people, 
— ^F^rance would have been^ republic, vjnthXa. 
Fkjrfettei in the^firsV ins^^ at its neadj and, 
honour is due to the veteran, who, qonscious of, 
his power, s^rmced both his republican pre- 
juuices ana nis own elevatiop m that dea^ive 
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It is not meant here to recapitulate tiie cir- 
cumstances which immediately preceded or fol- 
lowed the Duke of Orleans's elevation to the 
throne. They have been stated in various ac- 
counts, and will in future constitute the most 
interesting piges of the history of France. But 
on the state of public feeling — on the remark- 
able character of reason and calmness, whioh 
acoon^panied these transactions— -on the total 
change which had tak^n place in the conduct 
and the views of the French nation from the 
revolution in 1789» we maybe allowed to re- 
mark; 

Ten days after Paris had seen her whole po- 
pulation in arms, and her streets stsdned with 
the blood of her citizens, — on the 7th August, 
when the Chamber of Deputies were actually 
debating on the form of government to be 
adopted^ and were called on to decide (and that 
without delay), on the future sovereign to be 
placed at its head, — the town and its suburbs 
were perfectiy tranquil ; labourers were at their 
work ; and the daily occupations of a great 
metropolis were going on as usual. Round the 
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. do^ of th^ Chamber of Reputies two ox thxe^e 
h,und[rqd decently-dressed persons wei:ea8semWed, 
jvnxiqi^y waiting their decision. Wheoa it was 
;nade kno>vn to them rby 3ome persons from 
WAthiq, it was jrqceived with .uftivier^al 8?ktis- 
j^ction, but without , w»y ikohy iPiark^ of e?;ult- 
^^OB. fhe iwhole bqdy of deputies i^nmediately 
piioceeded to the P^l^ Jlpyal to ^announce ^the 
resi4t(Crir their deliberations. They went p9 foot, 
with ;no other a^cqopojJiaiiiiipent th^n ^ few 
national guards, and many of the persons who 
had beep surrgji^diQg ^their doors. Their pas- 
sage through the most .populous streets wafcs uu- 
i^t^ruptei^ either by acclamation or abuse. The 
,qiti?^n€i seemed satisfied with the ibusiiieBS ;ih6ir 
jpepresQi^tatiyee we^e transaatijog for tbCTor, ,^d 
j€# it tto Xhem ^ coraiplete. In the .Go\irt$ of 
the Palius Roy^l another .crowd vas w>aiting 
their Bxriy^lf in the same contented mood, and 
with the same absence of all, excitation. 

Two idays jafterwards, on the Qdi of August, 
.when ithe Duke of Orleans came to receive the 
crown of France from the peers and deputies 
lassembled, and to swear observance of the terms 

Q 2 
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on which alone it was offered, the whole trans- 
action, instead of a cbtirt pageant, bore the 
character of a solemn transfer between two con- 
tracting parties, of vital interests, deliberately 
stated and distinctly understood on both sides. 
The absence of all military but the national 
guard, deprived it of splendour ; and the great- 
ness of the occasion, and the serious attention 
of all the persons concerned, showed it to be no 
formal, hackneyed ceremony, to be forgotten as 
soon as over. 

In the circular gallery allotted to the spectators, 
which surrounded the hall where the two cham- 
bers were assembled, in a part of it undis- 
tinguished from the rest by any decoration, 
appeared the Duchess of Orleans, with the Duke's 
sister, and all his children, excepting the two 
eldest sons, who were placed during the whole 
ceremony on each side of their father. The 
unobtrusive dress and demeanour of the whole 
family, — the absence of every appearance of 
exultation in the circumstances in which they 
were placed, — their undivided attention to what 
was going on, and the serious air with. which 
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the whole scene was regarded by them, — were 
remarked even by those the most occupied in 
the important business of the day* The vacant 
throng from which every vestige of a fleur-de-Hs 
had disappeared, under the tri-coloured drapery 
with which alone it was canopied, seemed to 
suggest to their thoughtful minds a recent and 
striking instance of the instability of all human 
greatness. ,. 

At the revolution of 1789, the profound cor- 
ruption which then pervaded every order of the 
state produced- the dissolution of the whole 
social body. All rights, all privileges, all asso- 
ciations were attacked, and were still attempted 
to be defended, until ruthless anarchy involved 
aggressors and aggressed in one common ruin, 
and then exalted terror. as the only means of 
securing liberty to . the abject slaves it had 
made. ; ,^ ^ ■ .. 

Far different was. the situation of the country 
when it effected the marvellous revolution which 
we have just witnessed. France, with a re- 
generated people, had enjoyed fifteen years' 
peace under the restored government of the 
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fiourbonS. The national vanity had been of- 
fended at fheir returning with Eiirbpe in arms, 
but felt assured against any open attiacfcs on that 
liberty \<rhich Louis the Eighteenth boasted hav- 
ihg bestowed* While, uriforfuriately, both lie and 
his eouiisellors wet e too blitid arid to6 h^row- 
liiiiided to act in the Spirit of his charter, or to 
be satisfied with the power it left in their hands. 
Great general prosperity had arisen from the 
subdivision of landed property, and from the 
security at last felt in the possessioti of national 
domains. The reiriembrance of their former suf- 
ferings, the atrocities of their republic, the dis- 
grace of their direetdty, their ruinoiis dreams 
df c6niq[UeSt and inilitary despotism, had already 
beettme history tb the more reasoning atid better 
educated population of the present day. ' 

The blessing of peace, the security of per- 
sonal liberty, and the enjoyment of the fruits of 
their Industry, Were So justly appreciated, that 
ribthiffg less than the monstrous arid ihfatuated 
atta;ck made at once on all the rights they most 
valued, tomd have called forth the sudden and 
sigfial ^vefigeSEnee whifch Such ineonigible per- 
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versity provoked* But this vengeance was con- 
fined to the prince, who had excited it, and to 
the ministers, who had weakly and basely made 
themselves his instruments. Na body ofjpeople 
were obnoxious, no individuals, but the ministers, 
and a few dignitaries of the church, who were sup- 
posed to have inculcated Jesuitical doctrines, and 
to have encouraged the King, and his favourite 
minister, in arbitrary measures, and attempts to re- 
establish the lost authority of the church. The 
palace of the Archbishop of Paris was the only 
building, public or private, on which the people 
wreaked their vengeance during the memorable 
days of July. And here no robbery was com- 
mitted, but the' whole furniture and interior of 
the house pulled to pieces, and, together with 
the books of the library^ left strewed about the 
floors. Summary justice was administered by 
the people on those an\ong them (and they were 
few) who wiare detected pillaging or secreting 
any articles of value, even during those moments 
of confusion* At the Tuilerfes some busts of 
Charies the Tenth, and the wardrobe of his 
family, were all that was touched by the people, 
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armed and unarmed, who rushed through the 
apartments of that palace on the 29th of July. 
The busts were thrown out of the windows ; 
and the scattered female attire served to dress 
up some of the rabble, who appeared, thus 
accoutred, at the windows, to tjie no* small 
amusement of the, crowd below. (13., • 

WinjB Of spirits they avoided, and rejected 
when offered i so afraid did they seem of being 
led into excesses which inight make them dis- 
grace their cause, or incapacitate them from its 
accomplishment. (2) 

(ly At tirie ot the windiows of the Duchesse de Berri*8 
apartment in- the Parrllon Matsap, where a magnificent 
ball had, beefi given, n^ot aix w^eks before, ito the two courts 
of Naples and France, a man appeared in a silver gauze 
gown, 'and a hat wini high feathers, his face covered with 
fougef calling to his companions below> *^ Venez, mes- 
sieurs, je re9ois, je ref pis I" 

(2) On the Boulevard, almost immediately at the comer 
df the Porte St. Martjn, where a murderous attack was 
kept up by the people, mounted on the projecting parts of 
the arch, on the troops below, who were thus placed between 
two fires, the niistress of a little pastry-cook's shop, who 
with her family had retired to the farthest part of their 
small tenement, to avoid the balls whiqh flew arpund them. 
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A people thus conducting themselves — thus 
resisting both intemperance and pillage — guilt-, 
less of any outrages on individuals, or any de- 
stFttction of property, but what was absolutely un- 
avoidable in the pursuit of their purpose, forms a 
striking and remarkable contrast with the same 
people in 1790, — besieging their king in his 
palace, and their own deputies in their Chamber, 
-r- encouraging violence, and justifying blood- 
shed, by their murderous and cruel punishment 
of individuals, and by their attempted destruction 
of every thing that most honoured and distin- 
guished their country, — bewildered by the most 
extravagant and flimsy sc^hisms^ and led by the 
vilest demagogues, who ended by covering their 
country with scaffolds, and deluging it with 
blood. ' 

On the late occasion, the moment the arms 



were at last summoned to their door by such knocking as 
they dared not refuse. It was merely to implore a draught 
of water, of which the woman declared she had given away 
during the night eighty buckets, inlsingle goblets, indiscri? 
minately to the people and the troops, equally dying of 
thirst, and rejecting wine. 



were out of the hands of the people, and the 
city in complete possession of its inhabitants, 
every thing returned, as if by magic, to its 
natural course. On the Monday of the week 
succeeding that of the revolution, ' while the- 
streets were yet rough with the unreplaced 
stones which had served for the barricades, and 
the leaves were yet green on the trees which 
strewed the Boulevards for the same purpose, 
the shops were all open, the business of a great' 
town going on, and every body quietly wonder- 
ing and rejoicing at what had taken place. In 
the garden of the Tuileries not a flower-bud 
Was injured, not an orange-tub displaced, al- 
though, four days before, horse, foot, and ar- 
tillery of the royal guard had been driven' 
through them pell-mell, pursued by the impe- 
tuous and irresistible rush of the triumphant 
people* Certain it is, however, that these troops^ 
Were as much morally as physically vanquished. 
They fought without either obstinacy or spirit* 
Resistance had been so little calculated on by 
the court, that no precautions had been taken to 
supply the immediate wants of the troops they ^hif^ 
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employed. They irere exhaustefd by htinger^ 
and thirst ; they hated the servicfe on which they 
were engaged, and Were affected by the over- 
whelming heat of the weather,^ which passed 
unheeded by their opponents, during the excit- 
ation of* their valorous resistance. A consider- 
able body of the guards, who had beeti marched 
from St. Cloud, and who had not yet beeii called 
on to act, were lying in the Champs Elys^es, 
dready complaining of fatigue and exhaustion : 
when they were at length (not without some 
diflBculty) brought up to the garden-front of the 
Tiiiteries to support their comrades in the Place 
de Carousel, and assist in defending the palace 
from the fierce assault of the people on that side* 
Numbera of hands were thrust through the iron 
railing of the Rue de Rivoli, with a fiv^-frand^ 
piece, offered in vain, for sustenance of any kind, 
while the wants of the people Were eagteriy sup- ; 
plied by the whole populaticto not actually with 
weapons in their hands. These fbelings, howevet,^ ' 
ceased with reastance, and numberless instances 
could be given of every kind care and attention * 
9 being paid to the wounds of those who had been 
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observed bravely to discharge their odious duty. 
While thus circumstanced, about noon of Thurs- 
day, the 29th of July, a party of lancers were 
observed issuing from the middle gate of the 
Tuileries, followed by a fourgon with four 
horses, and evidently very heavily laden ; then 
another party of lancers and a second fourgon 
followed as before, while three more carriages 
of the same description took the road by the 
river side towards St Cloud. From this mo- 
ment, it was remarked that all spirit of aggres- 
sion or of defence seemed to have abandoned 
the troops, convinced, as they must have been, 
that their employers now despaired of their 
cause, by endeavouring thus to secure valuables 
they had no longer any hope to defend. The 
flame which had broken forth with such unex- 
tinguishable force at Paris, quickly communi- 
cated itself to all the surrounding towns and 
villages. The tricolour flag, which the restor- 
ation had so unwisely rejected, and had thereby 
converted into a rallying point for certain senti- 
ments, as well as into the colours of a party, 
— the tri-colour was every where immediately 
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hoisted by the people ; but so perfectly without 
opposition, so much with the consent and ap- 
probation of the better order of inhabitants, 
that every thing that followed in consequence 
was free from the character of malignity and 
devastation which accompanied the first Re- 
volution. To maintain order, the national 
guard of every district immediately formed 
itself. The old uniforms, which had been pro- 
scribed for above two years, again made their 
appearance. Among their numbers were, soon 
enrolled not only the most respectable inhabit- 
ants, but hundi-eds of others, who had no other 
recommendation but good will to lend their arm 
to the cause. Their dress 'and appearance cer- 
tainly gave no promise of the orderly manner in 
which they conducted themselves, — half clothed, 
and. less than half armed ; some with a rusty 
hanger, others with a single pistol or an old gun, 
hundreds with nothing but a stick ; many with- 
out stockings, some without shoes, not a few 
without hats, and many more without coats ; — 
such was the appearance of 1500 men who 
marched into St. Germain on the morning of 



the 2d of August, amving from ^ouen^ md 
the surroundrng parts of Nof mandy, to tthe i^id 
au4 assistance of their yictcHiQus countryioefi 
at Pari& Thjey were divided into six eompaoies, 
each having a tri-colpur flag, of various substance 
and Bize^ belonging to it, aU inscitibed LaCkartey 
or merely Paris^ where, although the combat 
was over, they persisted in going, to show, as 
jthey ^aaid, theiir good ""9^ to the cause, vaxd 
what their deputies had to Qoi»t upon in case of 
fiirther re^tance. The town of Sft Germain 
was apprised of rthcir .^Jival. They were inome- 
.diately marched undor ^^ jaUeys of trees on the 
terrace, and were;, w a moment, all seated 
.atound their banners on the ^ass, .and Jceposing 
tfaemseilves, ^ites a march of four leagues from 
Mantes. Here, in half an hour, they were sup- 
jdied by the municipality with a ^entiM break- 
fast of bread, wine,, sausages, ham, ,ai\d other 
,eold meats. On^ inan presided over the dis- 
tribution to ^adi company. Eyery body was 
orderly, in good humour, and satisfied with their 
fare. Those wearing the uniform of the national 
jguard, aqd theother well-dressed persons among 
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them, (of whmn liiere were many, th^ song ^md 
brothers of the tradespeople in the towns of 
Noarmandy,)^— these persons were, for the most 
part, provided for in the inns and private house* 
of St. Germain.: the others never left the 
shaded alleys of the terrace, Afier eating and 
drinking as much as tihey chose, but with a care 
to avoid inebriety, which caused a gjreat part of 
a remaining barrel of wine to be actually emptied 
on the earth, to exclude the possibility of any 
abuse cxfits contents,— they then began dancing, 
after the fashion of their province, rounds of 
fifty or sixty men together, to the lantuneftd 
music of jtheir own singing ; and :afterwards 
playing at single-stick, for which Normandy, 
it seems, is famous. The hospitality of St. Grer- 
main was not confined to eating and drinking. 
Between 200 and 300 pairs of shoes had been 
provided for such as had worn out theirs on the 
journey, or who had begun it without any» 
They were^ in a few minutes, all appropriated by 
those whose necessities were certainly undem^ 
able. 

After having been thus refreshed and thus 
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treated, between twa lipd three o'clock^ they 
were, by beat of drum (the only music they 
had with them), recalled every man to his own 
banner, and were marched away, without leaving 
a single straggler, as quietly and as orderly as 
could have been the best equipped and best 
disciplined regiment of guards. . V \r. 

Of exactly the same complexion were the 
20,000 inmates of Paris, who, on the very same 
day, voluntarily joined the party of national 
guards which General Pajol was leading to 
Rambouillet, to hurry the departure of the; 
abdicated King and his famUy. In the agi^ 
tated state of the public mind, their personal 
safety in the neighbourhood of Paris co^ld no 
longer be assured. Warned of the visit they.: 
were about to receive, the departure of the . 
Court anticipated its necessity; and the who^\ 
of this vast undisciplined body returned peaoe^ 
ably to Palis, satisfied with having effected; 
their purpose before they had reached the* 
place of their destination; and bringing baofc 
with them (for the most part undamaged) the- 
horses and- carriages of all descriptions which^i 



209 

they had civilly, but peremptorily, demanded of 
their owners in the streets of Paris, to aid in 
conveying them to a distance of thirty miles. 

When all these great purposes were effected — 
when they had banished for ever from the soil 
of France the abdicated family— when they had 
seated on the throne a prince of their own 
choosing, on their. own terms — when they had 
seen their charter reformed, enlarged, and re- 
assured to them, their national guard spring- 
ing into existence and activity over the whole 
country, their culpable ministers in prison, and 
those called to the adrdinistration of affairs in 
the new-modelled monarchy submitted anew to 
the choice of their fellow-citizens, as their re- 
presentatives, — in thfese circumstances, when 
nothing seemed wanting to their political fe- 
licity, the natural mobility of their disposition, 
their lively and excitable feeling^, have been 
leading them again to risk the peaceful enjoy- 
ment of all the blessings iri tHeit pbwer. TKia 
great body of workmen and artisans, whom the 
ebullition of the moment had (ialled off from alt 
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^ sober occopatkniy and deprived of theirs dai&f 
means of living -^the BEDmeitms individuak: de- 
pendent on the employment or the fin^omrs of 
the Court, formed a mass of idle and discon- 
tented population, which iras |iToiBpt to reo^ve 
any impr^sidns; ttid to be leiiinto^yay^ectfcesMsi 
Numei'mis bodies crf^' this description '^felMd 
their stre^; instigated by^a'daify'pfeas, whk^ 
having ruled omnipotent in the late- ecmvyino^ 
was unwilling to be reduced ta the' sober in- 
fluence allowed to it in a weD-estabKshed govern- 
ment The people, too, recently made iaware of 
their power, and having (unfortunately by Ae 
misdeeds of the Court) been put into the right 
as to their late assumption aS that power, le^ 
curred to the same means to overawe jii8tioe» 

^ to insult the King of their own elnnce^ andito 
frighten their sober fellow-citizens. The high* 
minded forbearance and patient measures of the 
King have hardly yet repressed these excesses. 
But now that their institutions are defined, that 
their government is really actuated by the spirit 
it professes, they must learn the (perhaps) harder 
lesson, of placing with confidence su<^ pewcar in 
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tiua faai^ft of tthm /sovereign as wiU, enable him 
to' n»intaih; Us jowji flights as well sus theirs*. 
Gotisckms that tibese rights are imprescriptible, 
they must surround him with such splendour as 
will gratify their natural taste for magnificence. 
They must aUow him aU the honours and all the 
attractions f which he can no longer misuse, and 
which no longei: lead either to. political power 
or obnoxious, privileges. They must conviucei 
themselves, that it is not by reducing their King 
to the condition of a citizen, that they raise 
their citizens in importance : that the most 
distant approach to anarchy, to contempt of the 
laws, or to a government (under whatever name) 
too weak to defend itself^ conducts more surely 
to despotism, than any power confided to the 
hands of those legally appointed to exercise it : 
that the first necessity of a free government is 
strength; and that both strength and freedom 
depend on the means of maintaining the in- 
stitutions of that government against all indi- 
vidual character or preponderance, and gainst, 
all combinations of circumstance. 

What may be thq effect of ;t;he late reyolutipn, 
p 2 
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and the order; of tlxings 'induced byjit^ on ihe 
ittture social existence x)f Fmnce^ it is^mpoi^ 
Sible to. foresee. What new sera in the inslBOry 
ofi civilised man this revoluition has probaiiiy 
commenced, is- another questioi^ e£ yet rdeepeir 
and more serious import ': / r )i:v; 

: The popidation of most of the EoiDpean^statesf 
crowded by a iifieen year*' peace, ^peara^iid 
have received a i^hndtaneous imptilse* ' ^ i - • 

The great ^nesticm of numerical •majc»itte& 
mi^halled against all exctUBive institutions, atid 
against sdil accumulations of property, Beemf? 
about to be placed^ in the most unequTVOcai 
terms, b^re adl the govemineaits of Eon^ae^ 
On the manner in wMch they roaBiv&aiidrr^L|jr- 
to these intimations depend such fearful cfaancea 
as the mind almost recoils from investigating^ -^^ 

On the one side, more popular- institofttons 
may be feared, as possibly leading to a want'oi^ 
public peace and security : on the other 'sidey 
strengthening the arm of power in the old-'in- 
stituticms may serve only to env^iom i^positkNiy' 
and to produce prolonged dtsord^. England 
mtist not -f bt^et that she was long, to Fcanoe^' 
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the guiding star ©f, liberty. Englaiwl had her 
RdbellioB, stained, as in France, by the unoe^ 
cessary sacrifice of her least offending inonarehi 
England^ too, had her worthless RestpratioH/ 
whiehjsoon, as in France, ended in the necessary 
and final dismissal of a fauaily that ciamis^ 
fortunes lOtmld either alter, or mmndd What 
England jaas enjoyed for near a century and a 
half, France, by her late ^gJaaous ^qrife, is vsm 
endeavouring to ^secure and to coiQsolidate, ? We 
may fed an honest ipride in having thys led lib© 
way in the Mcaxeer of jeniightesed; and ra^jo^ 
liberfy: but it ^becomes England ;to watch, wi<ii 
j^ou& attention .the language and the condttot 
of demagogies wboiy in tibi* aa i»., every othef 
country, seek individual distinctioxi at the price 
of pydblic tranquillity, and point to the easy 
(because well.deserved) overthrow of the ancient 
monarchy in France, rather as an example to 
follow, than as a necessity to avoid. : j i. : 

May both England and Fraijq^ by ithf^ 
liberal wisdcwn of tibieir conduct iuvthese, .diffi^ 
cult circumstances, and by their siipeiior int^l* 
lectual lights, serve to guide the other European 
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states as to their real interests, and allow us to 
witness and to profit by the great changes in 
political and social existence which are inevitably 
taking place, unscathed by their effects ! 

London, 
March, 1831. 



THE END. 
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